
Babcock solar deal pulled

Vermonters raise $64K for warmth

MVP moves to dismiss pharmacy lawsuit

Police officers 
grow beards 
for charity

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

BRANDON — The Babcock 
Solar project won’t be going 
forward.

On Thursday, Babcock Solar 
Farm LLC filed a motion with the 
Public Utility Commission, asking 
it to dismiss Babcock’s petition for 
a certificate of public good and to 
cancel a public hearing and site 
visit scheduled for Monday.

The PUC responded later in the 

afternoon with an order granting 
the request to cancel the site visit 
and setting a Nov. 28 deadline for 
any responses to Babcock’s motion 
to dismiss its own petition.

“I guess the town of Brandon 
is relieved we won’t have to deal 
with it,” said Brandon Town Man-
ager David Atherton on Thurs-
day. “I think there’s been a big 
sigh of relief from the adjoining 
landowners.”

He said the town has raised 

numerous concerns about the pro-
posed 2.2-megawatt project that was 
planned for an area of farmland 
near Park Street Extension and 21 
Country Club Road.

Babcock Solar Farm LLC is a sub-
sidiary of Conti Solar, a company 
based in Edison, New Jersey.

The project received heavy 
resistance from its neighbors and 
the town since it was announced 
earlier this year. In the past, resi-
dents have expressed worries over 

the project’s potential impacts on 
aesthetics, the environment and 
public infrastructure.

Ed Bove, executive director of 
the Rutland Regional Planning 
Commission, said his organization 
has reviewed the Babcock project 
and listed a number of concerns. 
Among them, Bove said, was that 
the project doesn’t conform with 
the Brandon Town Plan, would be 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — This 14th 
annual Wheels for Warmth event 
brought in more than $64,000 that 
will be used as home-heating aid 
for low-income Vermonters.

The event, which takes place 
around the state during the last 
weekend in October, also provides 
tires for those in need by way of tire 
donations and gets worn tires out 
of the waste stream. Donated tires 
are inspected by the Department of 

Motor Vehicles to make sure they 
are safe for driving for a full season.

Richard Wobby, coordinator of 
the event, said words alone couldn’t 
begin to express his gratitude for 
the event’s results and to those who 
made the event happen.

“Each year I wonder how it could 
even be possible to raise the bar 
forward, but somehow it always 
seems like we pull together and 
make that happen,” Wobby said.

He said this year’s event brought 
in $64,000, more than 1,900 tires 

were sold and more than 2,700 tires 
were recycled. During its 14-year 
lifespan, Wobby said the event has 
recycled more than 33,000 tires, 
nearly 21,000 tires sold and more 
than $496,000 raised for emer-
gency fuel assistance programs 
throughout the state.

Gov. Phil Scott started the event 
when he was a state senator. Scott 
said he remembers watching the 
success of the Karen Kitzmiller 
Memorial Winter Coat Drive in 
Montpelier and thinking about 

what he could bring to the table to 
help Vermonters.

“I thought about all the tires that 
I had in my garage, in my basement 
that were still good, still viable. … 
I didn’t have the time to sell them 
and I thought there must be others 
who have the same problem that I 
have, and there were,” he said.

Scott, a Republican, said they 
raised about $10,000 that first year 
and its grown ever since.

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

MVP Health Care has 
asked a federal court to dis-
miss a lawsuit filed by a local 
pharmacy that accused the 
health care giant of using 
illegal tactics to keep small, 
independent stores from 
providing the same drugs 
and at the same price as 
national chains.

R u t l a n d  P h a r m a c y, 
through its attorneys, filed 

the lawsuit at the end of 
October.

The complaint alleged 
that MVP denied requests 
for reimbursements for 
specialty medications and 
made it difficult for cus-
tomers to buy those medi-
cations from independent 
pharmacies. Instead, those 
customers  are  pushed 
toward larger pharmacies 
like CVS, which owns its 
own set of retail stores 

including proprietary or 
“captive” pharmacies.

According to the com-
plaint, MVP’s actions run 
contrary to Vermont law 
written to level the playing 
field between small pharma-
cies and national chains.

On Wednesday,  MVP 
responded with a request 
to dismiss the Rutland 
complaint, arguing that 
the alleged violations of 
Vermont’s prescription 

drug statutes had not hap-
pened and the suit would 
circumvent the Vermont 
Department of Financial 
Regulation.

The response, signed by 
attorney Gary Karnedy, of 
the Burlington law firm, 
Primmer, Piper, Eggleston 
& Cramer, agreed that 
the state has a statute that 
requires health insurers and 
pharmacy benefit manag-
ers, or PBMs, to allow all 

pharmacists to fill prescrip-
tions in the same manner 
and at the same level of 
reimbursement.

But the response said 
the Rutland Pharmacy was 
not excluded from that 
program. MVP said the 
Rutland Pharmacy simply 
hadn’t completed its appli-
cation to join CVS’ specialty 
pharmacy program.

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

Members of Vermont’s 
police and sheriff’s depart-
ments will be showing off 
stubble this holiday season 
as part of the Beards for 
Kids with Cancer initiative 
created by the Middlebury 
Police Department in 2015. 
The init iat ive benefits 
Camp Ta-Kum-Ta in South 
Hero, where children who 
have or had cancer go to 
have fun for free.

And this year, the Rutland 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment is growing it out, too.

“In law enforcement, 
typically you don’t see a lot 
of facial hair,” said Deputy 
James Bennick. “It allows us 
to do something unique for 
the kids.”

So from Nov. 1 to the end 
of December, 18 of the dep-
uties at the Rutland County 
Sheriff’s department will 
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“It’s going to be all 

against one, one 

against all. All of 

Central America 

against one, and 

one against Central 

America.”

Migrant asylum seeker Henry 
Salinas, of Honduras, in Tijuana, 

Mexico, saying he hopes to 
jump the border fence with 
others to overwhelm Border 

Patrol agents. — B4

Sex abuse
Seven women have joined 

a lawsuit in New Hampshire 

naming Dartmouth College 

trustees as responsible for 

three professors accused of 

a pattern of sexually abusive 

behavior.  A2

FDA crackdown
FDA pledges to crack 

down on menthol ciga-

rettes and sweet-flavored 

electronic nicotine delivery 

systems to discourage 

young smokers.  A7

Saturday
HOLIDAY FAIR

Vermont Farmers Market — 

Unique handcrafted items for 

holiday gifting. Free admission. 

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Holiday Inn, Route 

7, Rutland.

WHEELS FOR WARMTH
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Tom Donahue, chief executive officer at BROC Community Action in Southwestern Vermont, speaks Thursday at a press conference in Montpelier 
announcing the results of this year’s Wheels for Warmth annual tire recycling and resale event.
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From left, Rutland County Sheriff’s Department Sgt. Andrew Cross, Lt. Jim Bennick, Cpl. 
Lema Carter, Dep. Justin Cram and Sheriff Stephen Benard let it all grow out to raise money 
for Camp Ta-Kum-Ta this season.

See Babcock, page  A5

See Wheels, page  A5
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Talking Pictures: Joan 

Gamble, of Rutland, 

is a big art fan and 

why not? Who isn’t? 

Answers here, sort of, 

on Page A5. Visit bit.

ly/1116WhyArt to see 

the video.


