
Medics sought
The state is looking for 
volunteer medical personnel 
to comprise an on-call corps 
to “help our current health 
care workers and strengthen 
Vermont’s response” to the 
spread of the coronavirus 
COVID-19.  A2

Loan fund set
Rutland City has created 
a $100,000 emergency 
loan fund for local business 
affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic, to help cover 
expenses they couldn’t 
otherwise because of loss of 
business.  A3

Tony Adams
Iconic TV sportscaster, who 
touched the lives of count-
less viewers and players, 
remembered for his signature 
sign-off, “Good night, good 
sports.”  B1
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Note to Readers
We will be publishing a print 
edition on Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday until further 
notice.  The COVID-19 crisis 
has forced us to make this 
temporary change. We hope 
to be back to publishing 
five days as soon as the 
health crisis has abated. We 
also recently suspended all 
walk-in traffic to our offices. 
We encourage our loyal sub-
scribers and advertisers to 
call us when paying bills, re-
newing subscriptions, placing 
ads or sharing news tips. Our 
customer service representa-
tives are eager to assist you. 
Feel free to call 800-244-
2131. We remain grateful for 
your continued support of 
this newspaper during these 
challenging times.
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GE faces temporary layoffs

Makerspace on lookout for plastic

RRMC eyes Spartan Arena

Vermont mulls 
financial losses

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

General Electric antici-
pates temporarily laying off 
60% of its Rutland work-
force as part of a nation-
wide staff reduction.

“Due to the unprece-
dented impact of COVID-19 
on the commercial aviation 
industry, GE Aviation is 
implementing a temporary 
reduction in commercial 
engine assembly and some 

component manufacturing 
operations for up to four 
weeks,” read a statement 
from a GE spokesman sent 
in response to inquiries. 
“We appreciate the commit-
ment of all our employees 
during this difficult time, 
and we regret having to 
take this action. We will 
continue to deliver for our 
customers and preserve our 
capability to respond when 
the industry recovers.”

The statement said this 
would affect roughly half of 
the company’s U.S. engine 
assembly and component 
manufacturing operations. 
A message to local GE 
employees said it expected 
60% of the Rutland work-
force to be subject to the 
“temporary lack of work 
requirement,” beginning 
April 6.

“That’s very unfortu-
nate,” Mayor David Allaire 

said when informed of the 
situation Tuesday evening. 
“I know there’s a lot of fam-
ilies that depend on that 
paycheck all over our city 
and all over the country. 
It shows all industries are 
being affected.”

With roughly 1,400 work-
ers, GE is one of the coun-
ty’s biggest employers, if not 
the single biggest.

“The workforce at GE is 
made up of folks not just 

from the city, but all over 
the county,” Allaire said. 
“I’ve seen New York plates 
in that parking lot. This 
will affect the whole area. 
... That’s a lot of people out 
on the street. Let’s hope it’s 
a short period of time.”

GE will not cut employees 
completely adrift during 
the four-week span. A com-
pany spokesman said GE 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

A Rutland makerspace 
wants to produce 10,000 
face shields for the local 
hospital to help respond to 

the COVID-19 pandemic, 
but it needs the plastic to 
do it.

Per Gov. Phil Scott’s “Stay 
Home, Stay Safe” executive 
order issued last week, 

directing all nonessential 
businesses to cease in-per-
son operations, the MINT 
has been closed, according 
to MINT maker “evangelist” 
Karen McCalla.

“I think everybody has 
been struggling with, ‘Well, 
I  know I’m helping by 
staying at home, but that 
doesn’t seem very helpful, 

so what else could we do?’” 
said McCalla. “We were in 
contact with the hospital, 
and they had reported that 
they really were running 
short on some (personal 
protective equipment).”

The MINT is a place in 
Rutland City where mem-
bers can access anything 
from manufacturing tools 

to business advice. It’s 
staffed by a core group of 
volunteers called an “oper-
ations team,” said McCalla. 
Many similar groups across 
the state and country have 
been working to supply 
health care personnel 
with personal protective 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Spartan Arena will serve 
as a back-up location to Rut-
land Regional Medical Cen-
ter if the hospital becomes 
overwhelmed by COVID-19 
patients.

In an email sent out to 
community leaders Tues-
day evening, RRMC CEO 

Claudio Fort said the arena, 
which Castleton University 
has continued to operate 
since Diamond Run Mall 
closed last year, was the best 
location to accommodate a 
“patient surge.”

A discussion of what will 
be needed to make the site 
operational is scheduled for 
today.

“The State of Vermont 
Emergency Management 
Agency and the Agency 
of Human Services have 
been actively involved in 
this planning effort,” Fort 
wrote. “We would need 
their resources in order to 
stand up this type of facility. 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

At a Wednesday news con-
ference, Vermont officials 
reviewed economic sup-
ports in place as businesses 
and residents attempt to 
comply with efforts to “flat-
ten the curve” and reduce 
the spread of the novel 
coronavirus.

Gov. Phil Scott asked Sec-
retary Lindsay Kurrle of the 
Agency of Commerce and 
Community Development, 
and Commissioner Michael 
Harrington of the Depart-
ment of Labor, to discuss 
how Vermont is respond-
ing to the “very real issue of 
economic uncertainty.”

“Those who have already 
lost their jobs ... are worried 
about their next paycheck. 
Those businesses who have 
closed or reduced their 
workload and they’re wor-
ried about their employees 
and their customers but 
also know, they need to pay 
their bills. These are very 
real costs of this crisis and 
touch all of us,” he said.

Kurrle said she and her 
staff “know it is our duty to 
try to assist those in need 
by providing resources and 
creating initiatives that 
will help businesses and 

individuals to emerge from 
this crisis on solid footing.”

She said the commerce 
agency had added a page to 
its website at accd.vermont.
gov dedicated to resources 
t h a t  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n 
response to the pandemic.

“That resource center 
will be updated in real time 
as coming days, weeks and 
months unfold, with the lat-
est available resources and 
exactly how to access them,” 
Kurrle said.

She encouraged the 
owners of small businesses 
to consider applying for the 
economic injury disaster 
loan. Applying for the loan 
makes a business harmed 
by the COVID-19 response 
eligible for a grant that 
can provide an emergency 
advance of up to $10,000, 
which can be disbursed 
within three days.

The business owner must 
request the grant while 
applying for the loan, but 
it doesn’t have to be repaid 
and can be used for payroll, 
sick leave, increased costs 
because of supply-chain 
interruptions,  or costs 
such as rent or mortgage. 
The  loan  i s  a va i l ab le 
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Otter Valley Union eighth-grader Braeden Elnicki, 14, of Pittsford, practices his dunk Wednesday afternoon after working on remote learning.
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A sign informs visitors to Baxter Street Park in Rutland City on Wednesday afternoon 
that because of the COVID-19 pandemic the park has been closed. The Rutland Rec-
reation and Parks Department has closed Baxter Street Park, Justin Thomas Park 
and the River Street Mini Park to the public.

BASKETBALL PRACTICE

FOR THE DURATION

See Losses, page  A5

MINT wants to produce 
medical face shields

Hospital sees site for patient overflow

See Spartan, page  A5

See MINT, page  A5

See GE, page  A5


