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STAFF WRITER

Rutland City  Public 
Schools is welcoming back 
an old friend.

O n  Tu e s d a y  n i g h t , 
the Rutland City Public 
Schools Board of Com-
missioners announced 
former superintendent 
David Wolk will return 

We d n e s d a y  t o  b e g i n 
his  tenure as  interim 
superintendent.

“It would have been very 
hard to say no to Rutland,” 
Wolk said in a Tuesday 
night interview. “I love 
Rutland. My beloved dad 
was born here 100 years 
ago and went through the 
schools. My brothers and I 

went through the schools. 
My kids went through the 
schools. It would have 
been almost impossible to 
say no.”

Wolk, who was unani-
mously approved for the 
interim role by the School 
Board, will serve until June 

Wolk returns as RCPS super
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Norwich freshman William Tyler, of Manchester, New Hampshire, joins classmates in the planting of more than 3,000 small American flags on 
Tuesday evening ahead the 18th anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. The project was coordinated by Norwich University’s political science 
club, POLITEA.

Clinic seeks tax-exempt status
By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

A pregnancy clinic is 
suing the city for tax-ex-
empt status.

In a complaint  f i led 
last week in Rutland civil 
court, First Step Pregnancy 
Clinic argues that the city 
incorrectly denied their 

application for tax-exempt 
status at their Washington 
Street facility.

The clinic previously 
existed on West Street 
as the First Steps Preg-
nancy Center, moving and 
changing its name earlier 
this year. It offers free 
ultrasounds, counseling 

and supplies — and while 
offering information on 
adoption services, it does 
not offer information on 
abortion, birth control or 
STD testing.

The complaint states 
that the clinic is funded by 
private donors and that the 
property is used solely for 

its programs.
The Vermont Supreme 

Court has established a 
three-pronged test deter-
mining when a nonprofit’s 
property is tax-exempt — 
the property “must be ded-
icated unconditionally to 
public use” which benefits 
both an “indefinite class of 

persons” as well as society 
as a whole and must be 
“owned and operated on a 
not-for-profit basis.”

Available court filings do 
not indicate the reason the 
city denied the clinic, and 
City Attorney Matt Bloomer 

IN REMEMBRANCE

Taxes waived in land dispute
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

WALLINGFORD — The 
Select Board voted Mon-
day to hire an attorney 
and waive the taxes on a 
certain property straddling 
its disputed border with 
Tinmouth.

After  coming out  of 
an executive session, the 
board voted unanimously to 
approve a motion made by 
Selectwoman Rose Regula 

that contained several 
components.

“What we’ve decided is 
to hire attorney Charles 
Merriman and then autho-
rize him to send a letter to 
(Attorney William Meub) 
waiving taxes for the town 
of Wallingford for the 
Taylor property until this 
matter is settled with the 
town of Tinmouth,” Regula 
said. “Then we authorize 
(Wallingford Assessor Lisa 

Wright) to remove the 
Taylor property from the 
grand list. Then authorize 
the attorney to work with 
(former town clerk Joyce 
Barbieri) on this matter.”

The Stan Taylor property 
is on West Hill Road. The 
border between Walling-
ford and Tinmouth runs 
through it ,  along with 
several other properties 
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“While any reduction 

in poverty or increase 

in income is a step 

in the right direction, 

most families have 

just barely made up 

the ground lost over 

the past decade.”

Elise Gould, senior economist 
at the liberal Economic Policy 
Institute, commenting about 

a Census study reporting that 
27.5 million Americans lacked 
health insurance coverage in 

2018. — B4

Saturday
YOUNG PRO SUMMIT

Equal parts professional devel-

opment and community action 

empowering young people to 

create positive change by connect-

ing them with business leaders, 

policymakers and peers. $30, 

8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. The Paramount 

Theatre, 30 Center St. Rutland, 

tbeau1991@gmail.com, 775-4321.
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Jasper Kingsley, 10, of Pittsford, pets Jill Smith, of Bridgewater’s puppies Bonnie, right, 
and Clyde before the cross country race at Otter Valley Union High School on Tuesday 
afternoon.

PUPPY LOVE

PENDING RESOLUTION

Dave Wolk, 
then-president 
of Castleton 
University, talks 
with people at 
the end of his 
final convo-
cation speech 
in September 
2017.
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By ZEKE MILLER 

and DEB RIECHMANN

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Pres-
ident Donald Trump on 
Tuesday abruptly forced 
out John Bolton, his hawk-
ish national security adviser 
with whom he had strong 
disagreements on Iran, 
Afghanistan and a cascade 
of other global challenges.

The two men offered 
opposing accounts  on 
Bolton’s less-than-friendly 
departure, final shots for 
what had been a fractious 
relationship almost from 
the start.

Trump tweeted that he 
told Bolton Monday night 
his services were no longer 
needed at the White House 
and Bolton submitted his 
resignation Tuesday morn-
ing. Bolton responded in 
a tweet of his own that he 
offered to resign Monday 
“and President Trump 
said, ‘Let’s talk about it 
tomorrow.’”

Trump said that he had 
“disagreed strongly” with 
many of Bolton’s sugges-
tions as national security 
adviser, “as did others in the 
administration.”

The departure comes 
at a trying moment for 
the Trump administration 

on the world stage, weeks 
a h e a d  o f  t h e  U n i t e d 
Nations General Assembly 
and as the president faces 
pressing decisions on a host 
of foreign policy issues.

As pressure has mounted 
amid global troubles and 
signs of an economic slow-
down at home, Trump has 
increasingly favored aides 
who are willing to defend 
him on television. Bolton 
was tentatively booked to 
appear on a pair of Sunday 
talk shows in late August but 
backed out, saying he was 
not comfortable with some 
of the administration’s 
plans, and that drew the 
president’s ire, according 
to a White House official 
not authorized to discuss 
private conversations

Also, tensions have risen 
between Bolton and Secre-
tary of State Mike Pompeo 
over  in f luence  in  the 
president’s orbit and how 
to manage the president’s 
desire to negotiate with 
some of the world’s most 
unsavory actors.

Since joining the admin-
istration in the spring 
of last year, Bolton has 
espoused skepticism about 
the president’s whirlwind 

Trump fires 
John Bolton

See Bolton, page  A5


