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“It’s not about 

returning to the 

harshest phase of the 

special period of the 

’90s. But we always 

have to be ready for 

the worst.”

Communist Party leader Raul 
Castro, speaking about the 
shortages afflicting Cubans 

after changes in the balance of 
Latin American power. — B8

Teen cadets
A local program seeks young 

recruits to train for future law 

enforcement positions.  A3

Burning up
Americans burned a record 

amount of fossil fuels in 

2018 as worries grow about 

compromised climate.  A6

Saturday
VERNAL POOL TRIP

What is a vernal pool and why is 

it important? Join Alex Wells from 

the Vernal Pool Monitoring Project 

to find out about this field trip in 

the Rutland area. Call 747-4466 to 

find out more and where.

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

Vermont’s public utility regula-
tors want to review the rules around 
the state’s net metering program. 
Those in the solar industry say 
they want things to be simple and 
predictable.

The Public Utility Commission 
announced Tuesday that it has 

begun the process for reviewing 
possible changes to the net-me-
tering system — Commission Rule 
5.100 — which, according to the 
commission, primarily involves 
solar arrays up up to 500 kilowatts.

The net-metering program gives 
its beneficiaries credit on their 
electric bills, depending on what 
their facility produces in energy. 

Hydroelectric and small wind 
plants can be net-metering proj-
ects, but most are solar, according 
to the commission.

“We think our current Rule pro-
vides helpful guidance, but there 
is always room for improvement,” 
said Anthony Roisman, Public 
Utility Commission chairman, in 
a statement. “We encourage broad 

participation in this process to help 
us make the net-metering program 
work better for all Vermonters.”

According to the commission, it 
plans to hold workshops and seek 
comment from stakeholders prior 
to beginning the formal rulemak-
ing process. Filings regarding the 

Net metering review eyed
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Waters of the Otter Creek submerge the roadway approaching Depot Bridge in Pittsford on Thursday. The covered bridge, which dates back to 1840, 
has seen many flood events. The National Weather Service has issued a flood watch for the entire state through Sunday.

CSJ grads plan farewell events
By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

A group of  Col lege  of  S t . 
Joseph graduates is planning 
events for the first weekend in 
May, just two weeks before what’s 
expected to be the school’s final 

commencement ceremony.
“We want to reminisce and make 

some last memories,” said alumna 
Kelly O’Reilly, part of a group of 
alumni who will gather in Rutland 
the weekend of May 3.

In  March,  Jenni fer  Scot t , 

president of College of St. Joseph, 
announced the college would close 
at the end of the current semester. 
Green Mountain College in Poult-
ney and Southern Vermont Col-
lege in Bennington will also close 
around the same time.

All three colleges were facing 
financial difficulties. The New 
England Commission of Higher 
Education (NECHE) told CSJ and 
Southern Vermont College they 

Report says 
Trump tried 
to stop probe

By NANCY BENAC 

and CHAD DAY

THE  ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Public 
at last, special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s report revealed 
to a waiting nation Thurs-
day that President Donald 
Trump tried to seize control 
of the Russia probe and force 
Mueller’s removal to stop him 
from investigating potential 
obstruction of justice by the 
president. Trump was largely 
thwarted by those around him 
who refused to go along.

Mueller laid out multiple 
episodes in which Trump 
directed others to influence 
or curtail the Russia investiga-
tion after the special counsel’s 
appointment in May 2017. 
Those efforts “were mostly 
unsuccessful, but that is 
largely because the persons 
who surrounded the President 
declined to carry out orders or 
accede to his requests,” Muel-
ler wrote.

After nearly two years, 
the two-volume, 448-page 

redacted report made for 
riveting reading.

In one particularly dramatic 
moment, Mueller reported 
that Trump was so agitated at 
the special counsel’s appoint-
ment on May 17, 2017, that he 
slumped back in his chair and 
declared: “Oh my God. This is 
terrible. This is the end of my 
presidency. I’m f---ed.”

With that, Trump set out to 
save himself.

In June of that year, Mueller 
wrote, Trump directed White 
House Counsel Don McGahn 
to call Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral Rod Rosenstein, who 
oversaw the probe, and say 
that Mueller must be ousted 
because he had conflicts of 
interest. McGahn refused — 
deciding he would sooner 
resign than trigger a potential 
crisis akin to the Saturday 
Night Massacre of Watergate 
firings infamy.

Two days later, the presi-
dent made another attempt 

Delegation wants full report
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

The release of a redacted 
Mueller report on Thursday 
left Vermont’s congres-
sional delegation calling 
for the document to be 
released in full, and for spe-
cial counsel Robert Mueller 
to testify before Congress.

“Despite the Attorney 
General’s spin and carefully 
orchestrated press roll-out 
— obviously intended for 

an audience of one — 
nothing can hide that this 
report amounts to a formal 
presentment of misconduct 
that reached the highest lev-
els of the Trump campaign 
and administration,” said 
Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., 
in a statement.

He said according to 
the report, members of 
President Donald Trump’s 
campaign were “eager, 
unapologetic beneficiaries 

of Russia’s interference” 
with the 2016 presidential 
election, that the campaign 
encouraged the stolen 
materials to be released 
and planned its strategy 
around i t  without ever 
reporting the interference to 
law enforcement.

“Robert Mueller did his 
job,” said Leahy. “Now it’s 
time for Congress to do our 
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REDACTED MUELLER REPORT RELEASED

AP PHOTO

Attorney General William Barr speaks alongside Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein, 
right, and acting Principal Associate Deputy Attorney General Edward O’Callaghan, left, 
about the release of a redacted version of special counsel Robert Mueller’s report during 
a news conference on Thursday at the Department of Justice in Washington.

See Report, page  A5See Probe, page  A5


