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People will talk
Garry DuFour, of North 

Rupert, documents mil-

itary personnel experi-

ence and after-effects as 

witness to atmospheric 

nuclear weapons tests.  
                                  A3

Gourds, feed us
Ubiquitous garden gourds 

are abounding and are 

as much as anything 

else connected with the 

season are a sure sign of 

autumn.  C1

Rescue for all
New streaming series 

documents the salubrious 

effects animals and the 

people who rescue them 

have upon each other.  C3

Alive in memory
Actor and filmmaker Jeff 

Tolbert, who passed Oct. 

15, and his late wife, Flor-

ence Marguerite Tolbert, 

are vibrantly remembered 

by friends, colleagues.  D1
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Threats target board leader

Central Vermont outbreak at 43

The time was Wright

VSC upholds 
no-bail hold

By JIM SABATASO

STAFF WRITER

The Rutland City Police Depart-
ment is investigating threatening 
messages sent to City Board of 
School Commissioners Chair-
woman Alison Notte.

Notte received a pair of elec-
tronic messages making threats to 
her personal safety on Thursday. 
The messages, which included 
vulgar language, hate speech and 
threats of physical violence, are 
in response to the School Board’s 
decision to change the Rutland City 
Public Schools mascot.

On Tuesday, the board voted 6-4 
to cease use of the Raider name 
and arrowhead symbol by Feb. 9, 
2021. As chairwoman, Notte did 
not cast a vote herself, but supports 
the change.

Notte received two messages 
Thursday — one email and one 
text message.

It reads: “u r going get urs u bully 
b---- troll Allison Notte u democrats 
can dish it out but cant take it i 
know where you live b---- im gonna 
p--- u up,” the text read.

“F--- YOU COMMIE C--- FOR 
CHANGING THE MASCOT. YOU 

ARE AN INTOLERATE MARXIST 
PIECE OF F---ING S--- LIKE YOUR 
SOYBOY HUSBAND.  ONCE 
AGAIN F--- YOU NAZI C--- B-----. I 
HOPE YOU LOSE YOUR F---ing 
JOB,” the email read.

Notte’s husband, Rep. William 
Notte, represents Rutland’s House 
5-4 district.

The anonymous text, which has 
a Los Angeles area code, was sent 
using TextPort, an online text mes-
saging service. The email was sent 
anonymously via ProtonMail, an 
encrypted email service.

Speaking Friday, Notte said the 

threats demonstrate “a lack of 
respect for the democratic process 
that our country exists on.”

She said the threats should make 
people who are against the mascot 
change pause and examine its 
racist origins as well as how white 
supremacy emboldens people 
to “go to great lengths to protect 
that.”

“I think it is important for more 
mainstream people to recognize 
the disconnect, and disassociate 
themselves from perpetuating 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — An outbreak 
of the novel coronavirus connected 
to Central Vermont Memorial Civic 
Center in Montpelier has now 
infected 43 people, according to 
state officials.

That’s up from the 34 cases 
reported Tuesday.

Also, Union Elementary School 
will teach remotely next week after 
a seventh person there tested posi-
tive for the virus.

At Gov. Phil Scott’s regular Friday 
news conference, Dr. Mark Levine, 
commissioner of the Vermont 
Department of Health, said the out-
break at the hockey rink has been 
connected to six positive cases at 
two colleges, 12 cases within seven 
K-12 schools, another 12 cases 
within seven work places and two 
cases at two hospitals. The outbreak 
involves youth and adult hockey 
teams that use the rink, as well as 
broomball teams, though officials 
believe the virus may have initially 

spread during off-ice activities such 
as car pooling.

The commissioner didn’t identify 
all the locations impacted, but one 
of the schools is the elementary 
school in Montpelier.

That school had seen six cases 
tied to the outbreak, and saw the 
first instance of in-school trans-
mission of the virus in the state. 
All of those cases were contained 
to the same pod and all involved 
in that pod are now isolating or 
quarantining.

Montpelier-Roxbury Public 
School District Superintendent 
Libby Bonesteel announced Thurs-
day a seventh case had been dis-
covered. This case is not believed 
to be connected to the six other 
cases. In response, Bonesteel said 
the elementary school will conduct 
classwork remotely until Nov. 2.

“We have planned for this and 
our excellent staff at UES will be 
ready. The virtual week will allow 

By DAVID BLOW

FOR THE HERALD

W
hen 94-year-old 
Rutland native 
George Wright 

was in the Air Force and 
stationed in Texas more 
than seven decades ago 
as a teenager, he had a 
whirlwind romance the 
led to a quick marriage, 
an equally quick divorce 
— and a son that he 
never met.

Until a few weeks ago.

After finally connecting 
online in March, Wright 
met his now 74-year-old 
son, John Gibbs, in person 
in Rutland, and the two 
have been essentially 
unpacking nearly a century 
of living separate lives 
since.

Testicular cancer con-
tracted by one of Gibbs’ 
two sons and a genealo-
gy-loving daughter-in-law’s 
mother ultimately led 
to the union. Gibbs said 

family members wanted to 
learn more about the med-
ical history of his side of 
the family they had no clue 
about, though it would 
take 13 years after the 2007 
the cancer diagnosis.

At a camp in the Tin-
mouth woods, the duo 
talked about their eerily 
similar military pasts, their 
equal disdain for Brussels 
sprouts and their unique 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

The Vermont Supreme 
Court has rejected a claim by 
the defendant in an assault 
case that he should get bail 
because of pandemic-related 
trial delays.

David M. Downing, 32, of 
Whitehall, New York, pleaded 
not guilty in Rutland criminal 
court in September to two 
felony burglary charged, a 
felony charge of attempted 
aggravated assault and mis-
demeanor charges of simple 
assault, unlawful mischief and 
violation of an abuse preven-
tion order. He was ordered 
held without bail after a 
hearing earlier this month in 
which Judge David Fenster 
found Downing posed a risk 
of violence.

The Vermont Constitution 
limits the time a defendant 
who is not facing life in prison 
from being held without 
bail pending trial for more 
than 60 days. If a trial has not 
commenced at the end of 
the 60 days, according to the 
constitution, the court must 
immediately schedule a bail 
hearing.

Downing argued that with 

no jury trials being scheduled 
within 60 days of his hearing, 
there was no way his trial 
would take place within 60 
days and therefore he could 
not be held without bail. The 
Vermont Supreme Court how-
ever, found that a guarantee 
the trial would not start in 
60 days simply meant that at 
the end of that time prosecu-
tors could seek another bail 
hearing.

“The provisions on their 
face contemplate the schedul-
ing of a bail hearing when the 
sixty days have elapsed without 
a trial commencing; they do 
not purport to require a bail 
hearing when it becomes 
apparent that the sixty days 
will likely elapse without a trial 
commencing,” the decision 
reads.

The charge stemmed from 
an incident in which police 
said Downing broke into 
the Fair Haven home of the 
ex-husband of a woman he 
said was his girlfriend and 
assaulted the man. Court 
records indicate he was 
arrested in New York fol-
lowing a standoff in which 
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Carved pumpkins are seen on display in the window in the historic Mead Building at the corner of Center Street and Merchants Row.

SCARY SEASON

SCHOOL COMMISSIONERS

COVID delay cited

Father, son meet for the first time
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John Gibbs, 74, of Texas, and his father George Wright, 94, of Rutland, departing a camp 
in Tinmouth during a recent interview.
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