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City buys masks, no mandate

CU’s Spiro announces he is retiring 

Pittsford tables 
decision on 
solar project

By GORDON DRITSCHILO
STAFF WRITER

The Board of Aldermen voted 
unanimously Monday to buy 
50,000 masks and urge Rutlanders 
to use them but stopped short of a 
mandate.

The resolution was offered to 
the board as a compromise by 
Mayor David Allaire, who said he 
remains opposed to mask mandates 
but that he was “in lock-step” with 
public health officials on the need 
for people to wear masks in indoor 

public spaces; get vacci-
nated; and maintain 
social distancing.

A mandate ,  the 
mayor said, would be 
unenforceable, inef-
fective and divisive. “I 
think that’s something 
this community doesn’t 
need right now,” he said.

Alderman James Franco 
attempted to add an amendment 
to the resolution that would have 
turned it into a mandate, but his 

motion failed for lack of 
a second.

Franco said he was 
disappointed that the 
board wasn’t going 
further, especially 
when the Centers for 

Disease Control and 
Prevention was calling 

for mask-wearing in loca-
tions with high community rates 

of transmission.
“Quite frankly, Rutland County 

is clearly in that state,” he said. “It 

would be irresponsible of us not to 
consider the only tool that has been 
granted to us by the state. ... I’m all 
for unity, but I’m also for action.”

Nobody offered any debate on 
Franco’s amendment.

The discussion opened with an 
appeal from Rutland Regional 
Medical Center CEO Claudio 
Fort, who did not ask specifically 
for a mandate but, rather, for sup-
port from the city, saying that the 

STAFF REPORT
CASTLETON — The Vermont 

State Colleges System Board of 
Directors announced Monday that 
Jonathan Spiro, interim president 
of Castleton University, will be step-
ping down in just over a month.

Spiro’s departure has been called 
a retirement effective Jan. 3, 2022.

According to a news release 
issued by the college late Monday, 
Spiro has given nearly 20 years of 
service to Castleton University and 
the Vermont State Colleges system 
as a faculty member, administrator, 
and most recently as Castleton 

University interim presi-
dent since May 2020.

In the release, Chan-
cellor Sophie Zdatny 
noted, “President Spiro 
is known for his collab-
orative approach, his 
thoughtfulness, and his 
sense of humor. ... Spiro 
dedicated the majority 
of his professional career 
to Castleton as a faculty member, 
administrator, and leader. We are 
grateful for his service, professional 
expertise and contributions, and 
his community engagement, and 

we wish him well in his very 
deserved retirement.”

Castleton University’s 
provost, Thomas Mauhs-
Pugh, has accepted the 
position of interim presi-
dent. He spent 22 years at 
Green Mountain College, 
where he served as pro-
vost and vice president of 
academic affairs, interim 

president, dean of the faculty, edu-
cation department chair, and as a 
professor of education.

In the release, VSCS Board Chair 
Lynn Dickinson stated, “I offer my 

sincerest thanks to President Spiro 
for his many years of service to Cas-
tleton University and the Vermont 
State Colleges system.”

She said Spiro led Castleton 
through “a tremendously chal-
lenging time as it navigated the 
challenges of the pandemic and 
the resulting impacts on students 
and employees.” She said he estab-
lished the Center for Teaching and 
Learning at Castleton; fostered a 
rise in student retention; and 
steered Castleton through their 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 
STAFF WRITER

PITTSFORD — While no one on the 
Select Board appears to be in favor of 
the wind project proposed for Grandpa’s 
Knob in Castleton, the board is split over 
when it should express its disapproval.

At the Dec. 1 board meeting, a motion 
to send a letter in opposition to the project 
was defeated 2-3. A motion to then table 
the matter until Jan. 19 when the devel-
oper can give another presentation passed 
4-1.

The Grandpa’s Knob Community Wind 
Project is a proposal from wind devel-
oper David Blittersdorf for a single, 1.5 

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

The lights at the tower of Woodruff Hall light up a twilight scene on the Castleton University campus on Monday afternoon. Interim president 
Jonathan Spiro has announced that he is stepping down from the position.
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The gazebo is decorated for the holiday season on Monday afternoon at the Fair Haven Town Park. 
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Handel’s Messiah
The audience for the annual 
“Messiah” performance at 
Grace Congressional Church 
had a blessed experience 
getting to hear the classical 
masterpiece in person once 
again.  A3

Building blocks
The Mill River boys and girls 
basketball teams look to 
build back up to success.  B1

Spiro

See Spiro, page  A5

GRANDPA’S KNOB PROPOSAL

See Solar, page  A5
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Somewhere in 
Rutland history is an 
article about you, a 
relative or a friend 
playing high school 
sports. Or an ad for 
a place that brings 

back good memories.
Or an event you were 
connected to. Use this 
archive to remember 

the past and learn 
about our history. 


