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Scott encourages mandate

WEATHER

High 82
Low 58

By ERIC BLAISDELL
STAFF WRITER

SPOTLIGHT

Lemon chicken
Enliven your roast chicken
with this lemon zest and olive
oil recipe suggested by the
market squares of Sicily and
Calabria.
A8

MONTPELIER — The governor
is encouraging school districts to
mandate coronavirus vaccines for
teachers and staff.
At his regular news conference
Tuesday, Gov. Phil Scott said starting Wednesday, all state employees
under the executive branch will
have to attest to vaccination or
submit to weekly testing and wear
a mask while working. This vaccine
mandate is expected to affect about

8,500 workers. A similar mandate
went into effect Sept. 1 for corrections workers and those at the
Vermont Veterans Home and the
state psychiatric hospital.
Scott said this change will help
make workplaces safer and encouraged other employers to institute
their own such mandate.
The Biden administration has
announced it will require employers with 100 or more employees
to have a vaccine mandate as part
of the requirements under the

Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA). Scott said
he’s asked for clarity to see if school
workers fall under those OSHA
requirements.
The governor said because there
is no longer a state of emergency
in place, he cannot issue a vaccine
mandate for school workers.
“But I encourage school districts,
who are the employers, to use the
state as a model and take a similar
approach,” he said.
Scott was on his weekly call

with other governors and the
White House about the pandemic
response prior to Tuesday’s news
conference. The governor said Dr.
Rochelle Walensky, the director of
the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC), reported
on that call that the Federal Drug
Administration’s (FDA) advisory
committee will meet Friday to discuss a third vaccine shot, referred
to as a booster shot, for those who
See Scott, page A5

WHALE ON THE CORNER

Quality win
The Mount St. Joseph boys
soccer team remained undefeated with a 6-3 win against
fellow Division IV contender
Sharon on Tuesday.
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In Rutland, artist Kathryn Weigers installs a large whale mural at the corner of Crescent Street and Cleveland Avenue. See the full story on page A5.

ONLINE
Like us on Facebook
to enjoy Rutland
Herald videos and
podcasts: facebook.
com/rutlandherald

NAACP

Castleton chapter ready for action
By JIM SABATASO
STAFF WRITER

Insta

LOTTERY
 SEPT. 14, 2021 DRAWS
Midday: 2-3-5 and 6-7-9-0
Evening: 3-7-2 and 5-8-7-0

CONNECT

CASTLETON — Vermont’s first college chapter
of the NAACP is ready for
action.
In June, Castleton University’s chapter of the
national civil rights organization received official
approval, making it one
of more than 600 youth,
high school and college

chapters in the country.
Founded in 1909, the
NAACP, which has 2,200
chapters nationally, seeks
to eliminate race-based
discrimination and address
issues of racial, political,
educational, social and
economic inequality.
Not unlike the founding
of the organization itself,
Castleton’s chapter was
born out of a moment of

racial conflict.
Last fall, a CU student
sent a series of racist emails
to a Black student in
response to the raising of
the Black Lives Matter flag
on campus.
In the wake of the incident, then-senior Raynolds
Awusi, along with Nadia
Cox and Tajae Edwards,
began work to establish an
NAACP chapter on campus.

Cox and Edwards, both
seniors, now serve as the
chapter’s co-presidents.
Edwards, a business
major who transferred to
CU last year from Hudson
Valley Community College,
is passionate about the work
the chapter is doing.
“As soon as I transferred,
and I heard of some of the
incidents that happened …
I decided to join as quickly

as possible,” he said.
Edwards said much of the
work he sees the chapter
focusing on is education
and raising awareness of
issues in order to prevent
future incidents from
happening.
“Prevention is better than
a cure,” he said. “A lot of it
comes around to educating
See NAACP, page A5
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REFLECTIVE FOLIAGE

Brandon man
faces more
threat charges
By PATRICK MCARDLE
STAFF WRITER

BRANDON — A local man, already
arraigned for alleged hate crimes and federal charges of illegally possessing guns,
was charged again Monday after police
said he had made violent threats against
neighbors in July.
Eric A. Grenier, 39, of Brandon, pleaded
not guilty Monday in Rutland criminal
court to three misdemeanor charges of
criminal threatening.
Grenier, who is already being held
because of the federal charges, was
ordered not to have guns or other deadly
weapons and not to have contact with
the people who accused him of making
threats.
In an affidavit filed in the case, Chief
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See Charges, page A5

The rolling hills surrounding Kent Pond in Killington reflect onto the water below. Trees are beginning
to show hints of Autumn color.

We Sell Window Shades
& Blinds!

Monday - Friday: 6am - 6pm
Saturday: 8am - 4pm Sunday: 9am - 1pm
The Best Paint. The Best People. The Best Advice.

Laureen, Frank Jr., Jill & Frank
Sanborn, Owners

Thank You For Your Business

Woodstock Ave. (Rt. 4 Eastbound) • Rutland, VT (Inside Carpet Warehouse)

802-747-9222

