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Global outbreaks
Death on rampage in Italy 

and Spain, new outbreaks 

across the United States, as 

number of COVID-19 victims 

worldwide tops a half million.  

                                       B6

Telehealth
In response to the rapid 

spread of the coronavirus 

COVID-19, the University 

of Vermont Health Network 

and Washington County 

Mental Health Services 

have ramped up telehealth 

services to increase their 

capacity to serve patients 

remotely.  B3

What to do
Jeff Danziger offers a few 

suggestions for families 

spending more quality 

time together at home 

during these trying times 

living and coping with the 

coronavirus outbreak.  C1

‘Futures’ here
“Futures,” a new exhibition 

at Barre’s Studio Place 

Arts, invites viewers to the 

sci-fi world. In artworks in 

a variety of media, over 

two-dozen artists envision 

the future and characters, 

experiences, places, 

moments.  D1
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Scott defends shutdowns

Shopping still consumer challenge

DV advocates still at work

Calls for help 
are down but 
police stay busy

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Gov. 
Phil Scott said he closed 
down in-person teaching 
for the rest of the school 
year so people wouldn’t be 
left guessing.

Officials gave updated 
s ta t i s t i c s  to  the  nove l 
coronavirus  pandemic 
and announced slightly 
relaxed restrictions on 
testing for the virus that 

causes COVID-19.
Vermont Department of 

Health announced Friday 
there had been 26 new cases 
in a day in Vermont, with 
one new death attributed 
to COVID-19.

The first two deaths from 
COVID were reported on 
March 19. As of Friday, the 
total number of Vermont 
deaths is 10.

The number of positive 
tests for COVID as for 

Friday was 184 out of 2,261 
tests. The number reported 
on Thursday was 158.

On Thursday evening, the 
governor dismissed schools 
for in-person teaching for 
the rest of the school year. 
He held a news conference 
to talk about that decision 
Friday.

“However, to make sure 
our kids continue learning, 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Shopping for flour in 
Rutland last weekend felt 
like searching for bigfoot — 
there were several signs that 
maybe it had once been in 
the area, but the real thing 
never seemed to turn up.

Staple foods proved hard 
to find as panic-buying in 
response to the COVID-
19 pandemic continued, 

emptying shelves around 
the area. Social media had 
been inundated for some 
time with photos of empty 
toilet-paper aisles. Almost 
as bare were sections of 
supermarkets  holding 
pasta, rice, beans and flour. 
Meat and frozen vegetables 
were available, but with a 
much-reduced supply and 
variety.

As the week began, there 

didn’t appear to be a speck 
of flour for sale in the city.

Kamuda’s Country Mar-
ket in Pittsford, on the other 
hand, had what appeared 
to be a full supply on Mon-
day of King Arthur flour 
and canned goods as well 
as a smaller — but better 
than in Rutland — supply 
of pasta. The sections for 
toilet paper and paper tow-
els, though, was as empty 

as anywhere in the city. A 
clerk told a customer that 
he wouldn’t have found the 
flour, either, if he’d come in 
the previous day.

At Tenney Brook Mar-
ket in Rutland, not only 
wasn’t there any flour, but 
the bread was almost com-
pletely gone. Three pack-
ages of hamburger rolls and 
two of hot dog buns sat on 
an otherwise empty set of 

shelves limiting customers 
to one bread item each.

Such signs are common-
place in area stores. They 
appeared over the empty 
Tylenol shelves at Wal-
green’s — though Advil, 
subject to an internet hoax 
claiming it would worsen 
coronavirus, was in plentiful 
supply — the flour section 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

While Vermonters are 
being directed to stay home 
in order to slow the spread 
of the novel coronavirus 
and the disease it causes, 
there remain staff and 
resources available for those 
who are victims of sexual 
or domestic violence and 
those who want to escape 
an abusive relationships.

Avaloy Lanning, execu-
tive director of NewStory 

Center in Rutland, said 
there is “a lot going on in 
the community to work 
with folks and to mobilize 
the resources that  are 
available.”

Lanning said all of New-
Story’s resources, includ-
ing court advocacy, sexual 
assault advocacy, emergency 
shelter, food pantry and 
case management services.

“All of those things are 
still available, they just look 
a little different than they 

have in the past,” she said.
Karen Tronsgard-Scott, 

executive director of the 
Vermont Network, said, 
“every single domestic and 
sexual violence organiza-
tion is open for business.”

She said organizations 
like NewStory, which is a 
member of the Network, 
were doing a “really remark-
able” job of transforming 
the ways they operate in 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

With Vermonters under 
a directive to stay at home, 
law-enforcement officers 
are responding to fewer 
calls but not staying idle.

Chief Brian Kilcullen, 
of the Rutland City Police 
D e p a r t m e n t ,  s a i d  h i s 
department was getting 
about a third fewer calls 
than normal, apparently 
because of Gov. Phil Scott’s 
orders for Vermonters to 
stay home and businesses 
to close in order to slow the 
spread of the novel corona-
virus, or COVID-19.

“Certainly,  there’s  a 
lot more opportunity for 
routine patrolling. Unfor-
tunately, in different times, 
we don’t always have ample 
opportunity to do those 
sorts of things but they’re 
important to enhance com-
munity safety. Our mere 
presence tends to keep 
things relatively quiet in 
most neighborhoods,” he 
said.

Captain Garry Scott , 
director of community 
affairs for the Vermont 
State Police, said the state’s 
police force was also seeing 

a reduced call volume.
“Most of our troopers 

are covering very large 
areas anyway as it is. It’s not 
unusual to only have one 
or two troopers covering 
a county especially in the 
Northeast Kingdom, so I 
don’t see (a reduction in 
calls) as being a particular 
issue,” he said.

Scott said troopers were 
“ready for this.” He said 
there had been a lot of 
information provided to 
each one about ways to 
interact with the public and 
stay sharp as there are fewer 
requests from the public for 
services.

“Our troopers  pride 
themselves on being profes-
sionals,” Scott added.

Scott said he anticipated 
troopers would partially be 
occupied with adjusting to 
the changes they’re being 
asked to implement. He 
said there were many dis-
cussions going on with shift 
commanders, troop com-
manders and administrators 
to work out the details.

In addition to the inter-
nal changes, troopers have 
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Randy Marshall gets a workout on his longboard on Friday afternoon along Field Days Road in New Haven.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Work along the Middlebury Bridge & Rail Project in Middlebury along the Western 
Rail Corridor has been halted until at least April 15 because of Gov. Phil Scott’s 
“Stay Home, Stay Safe” executive order halting virtually all construction projects in 
Vermont on Wednesday.
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SCHOOLS TO REMAIN CLOSED

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Donald Trump signed 
an unprecedented $2.2 
trillion economic rescue 
package into law Friday, 
after swift and near-unan-
imous action by Congress 
to support businesses, rush 
resources to overburdened 
health care providers and 

help struggling families 
during the deepening coro-
navirus epidemic.

Acting with unity and 
resolve unseen since the 
9/11 attacks, Washington 
moved urgently to stem an 
economic free fall caused 
by widespread restrictions 
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