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Mendon board member quits

Employers talk needs at job fair

Helm to move 

on from House

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

MENDON — A member of 
the Select Board said he plans to 
resign over safety concerns stem-
ming from a long-running dispute 
between town government and a 
property owner on Terra Lane.

Bryan Sell was elected to the 
three-member board in March. 
On Sept. 7, he sent a letter to the 
board announcing that he would 

resign as of Sept. 30.
“It saddens me that my tenure 

will be cut short by an unfortunate 
set of circumstances, foremost 
among them being the safety and 
wellbeing of my family,” he wrote.

Since at least 2020, Brian Gates, 
who owns a lot on Terra Lane, has 
been at odds with the board, town 
officials and his neighbors over 
zoning regulations.

Gates has attended several board 

meetings where his discussions with 
the board turned into shouting 
matches that are difficult to follow. 
At one board meeting, he and his 
wife left the room after a round of 
shouting and were followed out-
side by a Rutland County Sheriff’s 
deputy.

Sell said that he informed his fel-
low board members several months 
ago that he would resign if certain 
conditions weren’t met.

“One condition was whether one 
of my fellow selectboard members 
continued to obstruct, wittingly or 
otherwise, efforts to find a posi-
tive solution to the security threat 
posed to our town employees,” Sell 
wrote.

Sell claims that board member 
Valorie Taylor learned that Gates’ 
wife, Carol Gates, planned to bring 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Ed Perkins said a lack 
of skilled tradespeople 
in Vermont predates the 
much-discussed recent 
labor shortage.

“We haven’t hired any-
body in about six years,” 
said Perkins, who runs 
Ed’s Masonry and Res-
toration, as he worked 
his tent at the Vermont 
Department of Labor’s 

job fair in Depot Park on 
Thursday. “It hasn’t been 
for lack of trying.”

The s ta te  i s  hos t ing 
job fairs around the state 
through the late summer.

Perkins said he’d pro-
vide on-the-job training to 
anyone willing to take on 
the work.

“It’s manual labor — 
there’s no lying about it,” 
he said. “You work outside. 
You work in bad weather. 

It really is an art form. At 
the end of the day, you can 
see what you’ve made.”

Y o u  a l s o  g e t  p a i d 
between $16 and $18 an 
hour, he said.

Elizabeth Gould, office 
manager at VMS Construc-
tion, said carpenters are 
in high demand, and her 
company would be able to 
take on more work if it had 
more carpenters.

“ T h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n 

industry is very hopping 
with jobs,” she said. “We 
don’t take jobs that we can’t 
do.”

At least one company says 
it has weathered the labor 
shortage well.

“2021 was a record-break-
ing year for Carris Reels,” 
said Jason Cable, an HR 
generalist, who was staffing 
the manufacturer’s table. 
“As a result, we have added 
to our headcount. We have 

come and gone with some 
recruiting challenges, but 
right now we’re in a pretty 
good spot.”

Cable said the company’s 
employee-owned nature 
makes  i t  a t t rac t i ve  to 
workers.

Sabrina Deweerdt, of 
Vermont County Store, 
said they were doing well 
filling positions that could 

By SOPHIA BUCKLEY-CLEMENT

CORRESPONDENT

In January, Rep. 
Robert “Bob” Helm 
will end his tenure 
in the Vermont 
Legislature after 
32 years of service, 
enter ing  a  new 
chapter of his life: 
retirement.

Helm, who rep-
resents the towns 
o f  C a s t l e t o n , 
Hubbardton, Fair 
Haven and West Haven in 
the Rutland-3 district in the 
House of Representatives 

and has served on the 
House Appropriat ions 

Committee for the 
past 20 years, said 
it’s simply his time 
to move on.

“ I t ’ s  a  r e l i e f 
to some degree; 
however, I’ll also 
miss some parts 
of it. That’s what I 
expected. There’s 
a lot of people that 
I really learned to 
like a lot, and I’ll 

miss them, but there’s a 

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Proctor’s Riley Cannucci (4) battles for the ball with Mount St. Joseph’s Richard Gabriel Casimir (7, right) during MSJ’s matchup with Proctor 
High School on Wednesday at Abatiell Field in Rutland City.

PHOTO BY BRENNA JEPSON

Lexy Halliday and Rue take advantage of a break in the rain for some exercise and 
kisses in downtown Rutland on Thursday.

MSJ EDGES PROCTOR, 2-1

PUPPY LOVE

SAFETY CONCERN CITED

See Mendon, page  A5

“As parents, we 

should respect 

the judgment of 

our librarians and 

educators, and trust 

that they have the 

knowledge and 

experience to vet 

reading materials 

that are appropriate 

for our children.”

Editorial, A4

AFTER THREE DECADES

Helm

See Jobs, page  A5

See Helm, page  A5


