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Courts to open
Vermont courts are set to 

open Monday after having 

been idle since coronavi-

rus quarantine began.  
                                 A3

Trump hits WHO
President Trump said the 

United States would with-

draw support for the World 

Health Organization.  
                                 B2

To mask or no?
Columnist Bob Stannard 

writes about how the 

coronavirus lockdown 

seems to have changed 

perception of time as we 

seek to replace one set of 

routines with another.  
                                  C5

100,000
Earlier this week, the 

official toll of corona-

virus deaths in the 

United States reached 

100,000 and continues 

rising, nearly a third of the 

world’s COVID fatalities.  
                                   C3
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Gathering can go up to 25

City eyes $1.8M gym purchase

Into the shadow of death

Vt. wedding 
industry braces 
for lost year

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Gov. 
Phil Scott has increased 
the number of individuals 
who can socially gather and 
announced more close-con-
tact jobs can start back up, 
such as nail salons, gyms 
and massage therapists.

At his regular Friday news 
briefing, the governor said 
the data continues to look 
good in the state’s battle 
against the novel coronavi-
rus pandemic.

According to the state 
Department of Health, 
there was only one new 
case of COVID-19 to report 
Friday, bringing the total 
of confirmed cases in the 
state to 975. The number 
of deaths remains the same 
at 55. Vermont started the 
month with just 52.

Scott said he was ready to 
take another “turn of the 
spigot,” or move to again 
slowly open the economy 
back up, something he’s 
been doing since mid-April.

Starting Monday, the 
amount of people who can 
gather socially has been 
increased from 10 to 25. 
Occupancy limits for those 
in retail, recreation, dining, 
worship and event spaces 
remain the same, however.

The Agency of Com-
merce and Community 
Development  has  a l so 
released guidance for the 
reopening of close-contact 
businesses. According to 
the agency those include 
“gyms, fitness centers, nail 

salons, spas and tattoo par-
lors, as well as cleaning ser-
vices and other businesses 
that require home visits.” 
Those businesses can start 
back up June 1.

The guidance can be 
found at the agency’s web-
site at accd.vermont.gov/

The state Department 
of Health also has issued 
guidance that allows “for 
some additional dental 
procedures, allowing for 
aerosol-generating proce-
dures” as long as they are 

in compliance with safety 
standards and procedures 
from the department and 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

The governor  aga in 
brought up the importance 
of the status of surrounding 
states that aren’t handling 
the virus as well as Vermont.

“Because the fact is, how 
our neighbors are doing is 
one of the biggest factors 
in determining how quickly 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

City voters will decide 
whether to buy the College 
of St. Joseph gym for $1.8 
million.

The Board of Aldermen 
voted unanimously Thurs-
day, following a meeting 
c o n d u c t e d  l a r g e l y  i n 

executive session, to autho-
rize Mayor David Allaire to 
sign a letter of intent to buy 
the property from Heritage 
Family Credit Union.

The purchase will have 
to go to voters, and Allaire 
said he intends to put it on 
the ballot at the general 
election in November. He 

said he judged the August 
primary to be too soon.

“We want to give people 
ample opportunity to get 
educated on what we’re 
doing,” he said.

Allaire and other city offi-
cials acknowledged that a 
$1.8 million purchase could 
be a tough sell in the midst 

of the financial uncertainty 
triggered by the COVID-19 
pandemic. Heritage Family 
Credit Union foreclosed on 
the campus after CSJ closed, 
and a plan to convert the 
property into an “innova-
tion center” failed to come 
together. Allaire said the 
bank was not likely to sit on 

the property forever.
“I really do believe that, 

at the very least, the com-
munity should have an 
opportunity,” he said. “I 
think the Board of Alder-
men and myself are very 
much in agreement that 

By DENNIS JENSEN

CORRESPONDENT

O
n April 16, like 
most Vermont-
ers, Tom Kearns 

was waiting out a pan-
demic, hunkered down 
with his family in Cas-
tleton. The next day, he 
drove his truck into the 
shadow of death known 
as Queens, New York.

Kearns, a cabinet-maker 
whose clients are museums 
and art galleries, decided 
out of devotion to his 
extended close family, to 
volunteer at his brother’s 

funeral home after he 
learned that the business 
was overwhelmed with 
dead bodies, brought 
on by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“I was watching the 
news, hanging out with 
my family and texting my 
brothers and sisters in New 
York,” Kearns said.

“The final straw,” the 
thing that convinced 
Kearns that he should 
travel to the funeral home 
and help with the family 
business, was upon learn-
ing that his 20-year-old 

niece was driving a van 
with bodies to a cremato-
rium in Schenectady, New 
York. That, and the fact 
that his brother, Patrick, 
and brother-in-law, Paul, 
became so overwhelmed 
with the dead that they 
purchased a 40-foot refrig-
eration trailer to store the 
corpses.

“That’s when I realized 
the scale of what he was 
up against. I called my 
brother because I knew 
what was going on. I knew 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Alaura DuBray said she 
held out as long as she 
could, hoping her wedding 
would still happen July 11.

She and fiancé, Michael 
McClallen, had 240 guests 
coming to the ceremony at 
Immaculate Heart of Mary 
and reception at the Castle-
ton pavilion, with an after-
party at the Holiday Inn.

“For about three weeks 
of the pandemic, I didn’t 
even want to talk about the 
possibility of postponing it,” 
she said.

As the pandemic con-
tinued, it became clear 
they would have to either 
postpone or downsize, hav-
ing the ceremony without 
the vast majority of guests, 
including DuBray’s grand-
mother in Pennsylvania.

“It was the end of March, 
first week of April, and we 
finally said, ‘OK, this is 
impossible,’” she said. “I 
never wanted to downsize, 
and I never wanted to settle 
for anything less than I felt 
Mike and I both deserved.”

So they rescheduled to 

July 10, 2021.
M o s t  c o u p l e s  w h o 

planned to tie the knot in 
Vermont this summer are 
making similar choices, 
according to wedding orga-
nizers and business owners 
who depend on the state’s 
bustling wedding industry.

Wedding planner Mar-
icela Ehmann said she 
has had eight weddings 
postponed to next year, 
and is still working on one 
that is not scheduled until 
October.

“It’s the only one we’ve 
kept so far,” she said. “We 
should have at least a bet-
ter understanding of what 
should happen at that 
point. ... We’re selecting lin-
ens and working on florals 
and all the normal planning 
elements.”

It’s a big business. Ver-
mont Association of Wed-
ding Professionals President 
Lindsey Leichthammer said 
5,600 couples get married 
in Vermont each year, and 
that 46% of them are from 
out of state.
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Katha Pehm made a display of posters in front of Proctor High School to honor this year’s senior class members. The class of 2020 won the state 
championships in Division 4 Boys and Girls Basketball and also Division 4 Girls Soccer.

CONGRATS PROCTOR GRADS

GOVERNOR LIFTS MORE RESTRICTIONS

Tom Kearns trav-
eled from his home 
in Castleton to the 
epicenter of the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
to help his family at 
their funeral home 
in Queens, New York, 
to deal with an over-
load of the dead.
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