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Not helpful
Vietnam veteran Garry 

DuFour waited in his 

driveway for a wellness 

check when he thought 

he might have the COVID. 

After 3 hours, he gave up 

and went inside for a nap.  
                                 A2

Stay active
One positive outcome of 

the pandemic is a shift 

toward exploring close to 

home, in our own back-

yards. Vermont farms offer 

hiking opportunities for 

communing in fresh air. C1

Bow season
For those who may not 

know it, killing a deer with a 

bow and arrow is clearly the 

most difficult of all the deer 

seasons. Herald Outdoors 

columnist Dennis Jensen 

offers the ins and outs.  C4

Musical legend
Danny Coane, singer and 

acoustic guitarist with the 

rockabilly band Starline 

Rhythm Boys, and many 

other musical aggrega-

tions has been a star 

performer for decades.  D1
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Care hubs serve 5K children

Vt. AG in the 
race again

Paige seeks  
two Vt. offices

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — In about a 
month’s time the state has created a 
host of child care hubs to serve more 
than 5,000 elementary school students 
during remote learning.

Last month the state announced 
grant funding would be available to 
increase the number of child care pro-
viders. At his regular news conference 
Friday, Gov. Phil Scott said the effort 
was necessary to help working families.

Schools across the state have taken 
different approaches to reopening 
during the coronavirus pandemic, 
ranging from total in-person instruc-
tion to complete remote learning, 

as well as hybrid models with both 
in-person and remote learning. With 
parents going to work, finding child 
care during remote learning days can 
be difficult so the governor said the 
state worked quickly to get the hubs 
up and running.

“This work has been essential to 
help families during this unusual 
school year,” he said.

Holly Morehouse is the executive 
director of the nonprofit Vermont 
Afterschool which has been working 
with the state to create the hubs. More-
house said Friday the state currently 
has 35 hubs with 87 locations that can 
serve 5,071 students.

She said it’s been a collaborative 

effort between the state, schools and 
child care providers. She highlighted 
others that have helped out as well, 
including the owner of a fitness center 
giving space for a program, as well as a 
church that did the same.

But finding locations wasn’t the only 
challenge. She said those working on 
the effort had to find staff, provide 
training, work out schedules and 
address health and safety concerns. 
Morehouse said she was proud of the 
work done to get the hubs operational.

“They are full of joy, flexibility and 
creativity. Staff are supporting learn-
ing, working in facial coverings all day. 
Finding ways to get children outside 
as much as possible. And playing 

that crucial role between home and 
school,” she said.

Morehouse said officials are work-
ing with child care referral specialists 
to find remaining areas of need in 
the state. She said hubs are being set 
up in Randolph and Manchester and 
officials are looking at hubs in Grand 
Isle and Swanton.

“We continue to move and adapt,” 
she said.

Visit www.vermontafterschool.org 
to find an interactive map of the hubs 
and their child care locations.

When the hubs  were f i r s t 
announced last month, state officials 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

After almost 10 years on the job, Secre-
tary of State Jim Condos is still eager to be 
re-elected and bring new ideas to the office.

Condos, 69, said he was flattered by people 
who suggested he should run for governor, 
but he said he is happy being Secretary of 
State.

“My position is, I enjoy what I’m doing, I 
know I make a difference, and I know I’m 

helping Vermont. 
Too often people 
have jobs where 
they don’t always 
en joy  go ing  to 
work. I enjoy going 
to work. I enjoy 
working with the 
team around me. 
We’ve done a lot of 
good things to put 
good government 
solutions in place,” 
he said.

Condos spent 
18 years on the 
South Burlington 

City Council, the last 
eight years as chairman.

He was a member of the Vermont State 
Senate from 2001 to 2008, spending time as 
the chairman of the government operations 
and education committees.

Before being secretary of state, Condos 
worked in sales and marketing including a 
Fortune 100 company.

Since becoming secretary of state in 2011, 
Condos said he believes he has brought some 
positive changes to the office.

“We have completely modernized and 
transformed the office to what was a paper-
driven system to an efficient, productive 
visual environment. When I first took office, 
we had literally zero percent online activity, 
and we’re now up over 97%, 98% online 
activity,” he said.

According to Condos, there were some 
web pages connected to the secretary of 
state’s website when he first took office that 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

T.J. Donovan said he wants another two-
year term as the state’s attorney general 
because he wants to continue the work he’s 
done during the past four years and to help 
the state navigate its way out of the corona-
virus pandemic.

Donovan said his office has acted as 
the enforcement arm for Gov. Phil Scott’s 
executive order that at one point called for 

the shutdown of 
schools and nones-
sential businesses 
in  an  e f fo r t  to 
stop the spread of 
COVID-19.

“ B u t  I  t h i n k 
we’ve done it in 
a very balanced 
way where we’ve 
worked with Ver-
monters and built 
compliance with 
t h e  g o v e r n o r ’s 
executive order,” 
he said.

Donovan said his 
office created an early 

response team and received a host of calls in 
March and April from residents who wanted 
to know what they could and couldn’t do, 
what the order meant and how they could 
keep their businesses open. He said he was 
proud his office was able to respond to every 
call and to work with people collaboratively. 
The attorney general said his office only had 
to bring forward two lawsuits to get people to 
comply with the governor’s order.

“Which is unlike any other state. And the 
credit doesn’t go to my office. It goes to 
Vermonters because it was a collaborative 
approach,” he said, adding he’s always said 
the best way to enforce the law is to give peo-
ple the opportunity to comply with it.

Prior to and during the pandemic, Don-
ovan highlighted his efforts to push back 
on some of the actions taken by the Trump 
Administration.

“The federal government has taken a step 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

Brooke Paige has some strong opinions 
about how life — and elections — could be 
better for Vermonters, and he’s running for 
secretary of state and attorney general so he 
can be part of the changes he would like to 
see.

Paige, 67, described himself as “semi-re-
tired,” after having worked in industrial sales. 
After he lost two jobs because the company 

for which he was 
working were sold 
he decided to go 
into business for 
himself.

St i l l  l i v ing in 
Vermont,  Paige 
ran newss tands 
and coffee shops 
in the Philadel-
phia subway system 
for more than 20 
years until he sold 
the business and 
retired.

“ I ’ v e  b e e n 
involved in politics 

for a while. Tried to 
do the best I can to institute some change. 
While I haven’t been successful in winning 
offices, other than Justice of the Peace in my 
little town of Washington, I have been able to 
affect some change, especially in elections,” 
he said.

Paige, who is running as a Republican, said 
he ran in previous elections for governor and 
attorney general mostly to demonstrate what 
he believes is the weakness of open primaries.

Also, he pursued an unsuccessful attempt 
this year to have the Orange County Vermont 
Superior Court block the state from sending 
ballots to all registered voters.

Having what he calls a “vote-by-mail, 
mass-mailing” election this year is some-
thing Paige believes is a “test run” to use the 
system in the future as well. Paige said he 
doesn’t support the idea now or in the future 
because he believes Vermont is “ill-prepared 
because we do not have sufficient integrity of 
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Aaron Bilodeau, of Goldfinch Hemp Co. harvests industrial hemp on Friday afternoon in Whiting.
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