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296 N. Main St., Rutland • 802-775-4535 • 1-800-880-4535

www.careysautosales.net

Best Auto 
Repair

Family Owned

EARL’S PICK OF THE WEEK

Like us on Facebook

Best Used 
Car Dealer

8 years in a row!

$12,900
FOR ONLY:

2.0L, AWD Limited 

4dr Crossover, CVT 

6spd Auto. Finished 

in White with Tan 

Leather Interior.

2015 SUBARU

XV CROSSTREK

The Forecast

Local Data Notebook Night Sky    

Almanac

Saturday
Sunny

25/4

Sunday
Sunny

25/13

Monday
Snow

27/3

Tuesday
Snow

25/5

Forecast provided by Lawrence Hayes, Mark Breen & Steve Maleski

of Fairbanks Museum & Planetarium www.fairbanks.org

A
fter the area has had its final bout of rain and freezing rain last 
night into this morning, this afternoon will bring back winter 
conditions through the weekend, and into the new week. 

Last night’s and this morning’s disturbance which moved north 
over the Great Lakes yesterday is now moving northeast through 
Canada today. Canadian high pressure and associated cold front 
will move over the area today. This cold front will bring a sharp 
drop of the mercury, as well as a few afternoon snow showers 
confined to the northern mountains. Temperatures will plummet 
this afternoon into the overnight hours, as high pressure pushes 
into the area. This weather feature will be accompanied by strong 
winds starting this afternoon through the day on Saturday and 
diminish tomorrow night. While air temperatures will be seasonal 
wind chills on Saturday will be in the single digits and below zero. 

Feb. 8
A Crescent Moon in the west this 
evening will set by 9 o’clock, giving 
us dark evening skies, permitting 
a fine view of the faint star cluster, 
the Pleiades, or the Seven Sisters. 
Using Orion, halfway up in the south 
at 9 p.m., follow his belt stars to the 
right, past the red star in Taurus, 
to a “smudge” of stars, known 
in mythology as the daughters of 
Neptune.

Tremendously cold air enveloped the region on this 
date in 1861, perhaps the coldest 24 hours in the 
19th century. Temperatures fell throughout the 7th, 
bottoming out on the morning of Feb. 8 at 32 below 
in Burlington, minus 36 in Craftsbury and -40 in 
Lunenburg. In Hanover, N.H., just east of Norwich, the 
temperature fell from 37 on the afternoon of Feb. 7, 
to -32 the next morning — a drop of 69 degrees in 
18 hours!

Record Temperatures 

Record High: 57/1925

Record Low: -20/1967

Yesterday High / Low: 42/16

Average High / Low: 30/8

Year Ago High / Low:  27/7

Sunrise
7 a.m.

Day’s Length: 10 hours, 12 mins.

Moonrise: 9:02 a.m. Moonset: 8:56 p.m.

 New First Qtr. Full Last Qtr.

  March 6 Feb. 12 Feb. 19 Feb. 26

Today: Wintry mix. 45

Tonight: Snow. 8

Yesterday: 36

Total since July 1, 2018: 5044

Last Year: 4766

Sunset
5:12 p.m.

Forecast Discussion

House OKs limited extension
By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — House 
lawmakers have overwhelm-
ingly approved a bill that 
would give some school 
districts ordered to merge 
under Act 46 an extra year 
to prepare for that transition, 
while requiring others to 
heed the July 1 deadline that 
was written into the law four 
years ago.

Less than 24 hours after 
narrowly rejecting a “blan-
ket extension” requested 
by a tri-partisan coalition of 
lawmakers led by Rep. Heidi 
Scheuermann, R-Stowe, the 
House approved a Solomon-
esque solution designed to 
give some districts more time 
to consummate their state-or-
dered mergers.

Thursday’s pivotal vote 
came on an amendment 
Rep. Peter Conlon, D-Corn-
wall, advanced on behalf of 
fellow members of the House 
Education Committee. The 
freshly amended amend-
ment passed, 134-10, on a roll 
call vote that set the stage for 
a couple of voice votes that 
weren’t unanimous, but were 
pretty darn close.

The lopsided decision 
and the subdued debate that 
preceded it stood in stark 
contrast to Wednesday’s spir-
ited session that ended when 
Scheuermann’s amendment 
failed by five votes, 69-74.

That proposal, critics 
claimed would have threat-
ened mergers in districts 
where the July 1 deadline 
is actually doable and no 
special accommodation is 
required.

Conlon’s committee wres-
tled with Scheuermann’s 
request before advanc-
ing a bill with a negative 

recommendation last week. 
That set the stage for the 
floor vote Scheuermann 
was promised by House 
leadership.

During what some com-
plained was a tortured pro-
cess, that vote was delayed 
Tuesday — buying time 
for the committee to draft 
a competing amendment 
that was voted out with a 
favorable recommendation 
that afternoon. The measure 
has cleared the House and is 
headed to the Senate. Assum-
ing the Senate approves the 
bill and Gov. Phil Scott signs 
it several districts subject to 
merger orders issued by the 
state Board of Education late 
last year will have until July 1, 
2020 to launch their consoli-
dated districts.

That assumes Judge Robert 
Mello, who is hearing three 
separate legal challenges to 
Act 46 doesn’t add a fresh 
wrinkle by ruling in favor of 
some or all of the plaintiffs.

Conlon said the commit-
tee wasn’t concerned about 
the courts when it agreed to 
make limited exceptions to 
the July 1 deadline.

“Act 46 is the law until it’s 
no longer the law,” he said.

Conlon defended a pro-
posal that acknowledges 
— for a variety of reasons 
— some districts are more 
ready to meet the statutory 
deadline than others.

“It’s a tailored approach to 
help different districts meet 
the requirements of Act 46,” 
he said.

Conlon said some districts 
are “well on the path to meet-
ing the July 1 deadline” and 
will still be required to do so. 
Those districts floated — in 
some cases repeatedly — 
mergers that were rejected 

by voters in some, or all, of 
the necessary communities.

That list includes the 
Barre Supervisory Union, the 
Franklin Northeast Supervi-
sory Union, the Orleans Cen-
tral Supervisory Union, the 
Southwest Vermont Super-
visory Union, the Windham 
Northeast Supervisory Union 
and the Windham Southeast 
Supervisory Union.

Granting extensions to 
districts in those super-
visory unions was widely 
viewed by the committee as 
unnecessary and potentially 
counterproductive.

Conlon said the commit-
tee made the “pragmatic 
decision” to recommend a 
one-year extension in several 
supervisory unions where 
merger proposals were never 
presented to voters.

“No matter your opinion of 
how these districts got to where 
they are, the fact is, meeting 
that July 1 deadline would be 
very difficult,” he said.

That list includes the Wash-
ington Central Supervisory 
Union, anchored by U-32 
Middle and High School in 
East Montpelier, as well as the 
Franklin Northwest Supervi-
sory Union, the Lamoille 
South Supervisory Union, 
the Orleans Southwest Super-
visory Union, and Bradford 
and Newbury — both part-
ners in the Oxbow Union 
High School.

Those districts would get 
an extra year to complete 
the transition if the bill that 
passed Thursday becomes 

law. However, they would be 
required to adopt articles of 
agreement for the merged 
district by July 1 or risk being 
saddled with the default 
articles drafted by the state 
Board of Education.

The newly passed bill 
also addresses several other 
districts — most of them 
single districts the state has 
recommended be absorbed 
by previously merged districts 
in their supervisory unions. 
Those districts include Hun-
tington, Cambridge, Bar-
nard, Windham and Orwell, 
as well as Montgomery and 
Sheldon.

What Conlon and others 
described as a “compromise 
amendment” generated 
more questions than cri-
tiques and was backed by 
most of those who voted for 
and against Scheuermann’s 
amendment on Wednesday.

That included Scheuer-
mann, whose home district 
— Stowe — is among those 
that will be afforded a legis-
lative reprieve if the House-
passed bill becomes law.

Though Scheuermann 
said she would have pre-
ferred a blanket extension, 
she was satisfied with Thurs-
day’s outcome.

“This is a good place to 
end up,” she said, suggesting 
she is hopeful the bill will 
pass in the Senate.

“I know senators are inter-
ested in having this discus-
sion,” she said.

david.delcore
@timesargus.com
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A Vermont Railway locomotive makes its way through Mount Tabor at the foot of the Green Mountains on Thursday afternoon.

COMING AROUND MOUNT TABOR

VSP notes lapse in hate crime reporting

WATERBURY — Vermont State Police says they need 
to do a better job of reporting hate crimes.

WCAX-TV reports Vermont law enforcement agencies 
voluntarily reported 34 hate crimes in 2017. Vermont 
State Police initially reported zero.

Vermont State Police Lt. Garry Scott now says five or six 
incidents State Police investigated that year should have 
been labled as having a bias motivation.

Scott says police previously wouldn’t classify an incident 
as a hate or bias crime without knowing the motive.

He says State Police plan to improve coding and review 
the coding process.

Scott says State Police will focus on outreach, so Ver-
mont residents feel comfortable asking for help.

Residents to decide city’s tax hike

SOUTH BURLINGTON — Residents of South Bur-
lington will vote on whether to approve a tax increase 
during town meeting next month.

The city says it hopes the tax increase will fund some 
major projects. WCAX-TV reports the city currently 
receives about $3.5 million from a local option taxes, 
and South Burlington hopes to double the amount by 
raising the tax rate by 1 percent.

The new tax rate would bring South Burlington in 
line with many of Burlington’s current tax rates.

Local restaurant manager Kyla Drew says the tax 
isn’t make-or-break for her business, but feels it’s 
unnecessary.

If voters approve the tax increase, it would ultimately 
have to receive approval from the state Legislature as it 
would require a change to the city charter.

Police arrest 2 teens after drugs found

BARRE — Police say two Massachusetts teenagers have 
been arrested after a search warrant turned up a large 
amount of drugs.

Police said the search warrant was executed at the Hol-
low Inn on South Main Street Thursday. Inside, police 
said they found $2,658 in cash, about 8.2 grams of crack 
cocaine and 1,600 bags, about 182 grams, of heroin.

Jose Enrique Gonzales-Feliciano, 19, and Agdriel Del 
Valle Cordero, 19, both of Springfield, Massachusetts, 
were arrested as a result of the search warrant, according 
to police.

Police said Gonzales-Feliciano was turned over to fed-
eral custody where he is expected to be charged with 
federal drug crimes, and Cordero has been charged with 
possession of a regulated drug with intent to distribute 
and conspiracy to traffic a regulated drug. Police didn’t 
say when the pair would be arraigned on the charges.

As part of the investigation, police said they also exe-
cuted a search warrant on a home on Circle Street where 
a rifle was located and turned over to federal authorities.

Police said the case is still under investigation and addi-
tional charges are expected.

— The Associated Press

Correction

An article in Thursday’s paper about GE Aviation 
included an error in a quote. David Wilson, a GE spokes-
person, said he couldn’t speculate on the prospect of new 
hiring at GE should the company be awarded a produc-
tion contract.
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