
“All three legs of the 

(nuclear weapons) 

triad need to be 

modernized, and 

it’s critical if we’re 

going to maintain a 

strategic deterrent.”

U.S. Secretary of Defense 
Mark Esper, in North Dakota on 
Wednesday during his first-ever 
visit to a nuclear missile field, 
to promote the Trump admin-
istration’s multibillion-dollar 

plan for a top-to-bottom 
modernization of the nuclear 

arsenal. — B8

Recognition
U.S. medical schools are 

realizing LGBTQ people are 

underrepresented among 

ranks of health care profes-

sionals and have taken steps 

to create classroom curricula 

to make up for shortcomings.  

  A2

Stone sentenced
Roger Stone, a longtime 

confidant of President Donald 

Trump, was sentenced to more 

than three years in prison 

Thursday for obstructing a 

congressional investigation.  B4
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Like us on Facebook 
to enjoy Rutland 
Herald videos and 
podcasts: facebook.
com/rutlandherald

Today
THE CHIPTONES

Live acoustic music from Jim 

Sabataso & Chip Stevens. 8-10 p.m. 

Taso on Center, 22 Center St., Rutland.

Sanders leads in early polls

Voters to consider 

water bond issue

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

Bern ie  Sander s  i s  do ing  we l l  in 
nat iona l  pol l s  for  the  Democrat ic 
pres ident ia l  nominat ion fol lowing 
the Wednesday, debate but challenges 
remain.

According to f ivethirtyeight.com, 
Sanders is at the top of most, if not all, 
national polls for the Democratic presi-
dential primary.

“He came out of last night’s debate 
with that status unscathed,” said Con-
gressman Peter Welch in an interview 
on Thursday.

Welch, a Democrat, said the addi-
tion of former New York City Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg to the race, and 
to the debate scene, likely have helped 
Sanders.

“Part of it was the focus of the other 
candidates was on Bloomberg, not Ber-
nie,” he said.

Welch said he expects Sanders to do 
well in the Nevada primary, but there’s 

By JIM SABATASO

STAFF WRITER

WEST RUTLAND — Vot-
ers will be asked to consider 
a $728,370 bond to fund 
water line upgrades in West 
Rutland this Town Meeting 
Day.

Town Manager Mary Ann 
Goulette said the project, 
which is slated to begin this 
fall should the bond pass, 
will extend from the inter-
section of Sheldon Avenue 
to just north of Thrall 
Avenue.

It would install approxi-
mately 2,000 feet of 12-inch 
ductile iron water main line 
along Pleasant Street. The 
new line would replace a 

4-inch water main line that 
Goulette said has a history 
of breaks. It would also 
eliminate hydraulic lim-
itations and increase fire 
flows.

“We have applied to the 
state of Vermont Drinking 
Water Loan Fund, and 
we’re hoping for a 40-year, 
50% subsidized loan,” Gou-
lette said.

She said approval of 
the loan depends on the 
number of other projects 
around the state as well as 
average town household 
income versus the state 
average, but said the town’s 
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Ice forms in the still currents of Otter Creek in Leicester on Wednesday. Temperatures 
are expected to warm up slightly today.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

A farmer travels with a load of snow-covered hay on a sunny Wednesday afternoon along Creek Road in Salisbury.

SNOW-FROSTED HAY

THE FREEZE GOES ON

By WILL WEISSERT

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Elizabeth Warren enters 
the final stretch before Saturday’s Nevada 
Democratic caucus with a new and enviable 
but nonetheless critical mission: capitalizing 
on a standout performance during Wednes-
day’s presidential debate.

The Massachusetts senator took a lead-
ing role in blasting rival Mike Bloomberg 
over his previous comments about women, 
his past support of policing programs that 
disproportionately targeted minorities and 
for deploying his vast personal wealth to, as 
she characterized it, buy the White House. 
Warren also hit fellow progressive and Ver-
mont Sen. Bernie Sanders and Minnesota 
Sen. Amy Klobuchar over health care, and 
had multiple, stinging criticisms for former 
Vice President Joe Biden and Pete Buttigieg, 

Can Warren keep 
her momentum?

AP PHOTO

Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren, D-Mass., speaks with Bill Mamgum, cen-
ter, and Shirley Mamgum at EllaEm’s Soul Food on 
Thursday in North Las Vegas, Nev.See Sanders, page  A5 See Warren, page  A5

WEST RUTLAND

See Bond, page  A5

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

A Poultney man was sen-
tenced Thursday to serve 
a year in jail for a Nov. 
19, 2016, burglary during 
which a gun was stolen that 
was later used to acciden-
tally kill another man about 
a month later.

Andrew McCrea, 25, was 
sentenced in Rutland crim-
inal court on Thursday on 
a felony count of burglary 
into an occupied home.

Judge David Fenster sen-
tenced McCrea to serve five 

to 15 years in prison, but all 
of that time was suspended 
except for the one year 
that McCrea was ordered 
to begin serving as soon as 
Thursday’s sentencing hear-
ing ended.

Fenster said he wanted to 
be clear that his sentence 
for McCrea did not involve 
the death of Daniel Hein, 
19, of Poultney.

A t t o r n e y  M a r y  K a y 
Lanthier, who represents 
McCrea, asked if McCrea 
could be given a later date 
to report to prison but 

Fenster declined.
Rutland County State’s 

Attorney Rose Kennedy 
had asked for a sentence of 
eight to 17 years.

Lanthier requested a 
sentence of six months on 
home confinement.

The charges  against 
McCrea were based on a 
Vermont State Police inves-
tigation that began because 
of Hein’s death, according 
to an affidavit written by 
Detective Sgt. Tyson Kinney.

Hein was accidentally 
shot to death on Dec. 20, 

2016, by William E. Bailey, 
22, of Granville, New York. 
The gun was provided 
by Jonathan Testa, 24, of 
Poultney.

Hein, Bailey and Testa 
were in Bailey’s car with 
another fr iend,  Dylan 
Czarnecki. Testa handed 
Bailey a .40 caliber Taurus 
PT-140 which he said was 
not loaded. Hein, who 
was in the backseat, “chal-
lenged” Bailey to point the 
gun at him and pull the 
trigger to prove there were 
no bullets in the gun.

But there was a bullet in 
the gun, which struck Hein 
in the forehead and killed 
him.

“After the shot, Bailey 
immediately dropped the 
firearm and yelled, ‘Oh, 
my God, what do I do?’” a 
police affidavit filed in the 
case said.

As police investigated the 
case, they determined that 
the gun had been stolen 
from the Fair Haven apart-
ment of Ryan Lowell on 

Man gets 1 year for gun burglary

See McCrea, page  A5


