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Dry weather raises fire danger

Heartland proposals are presented

AG: Trooper won’t 
see shooting charge 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — While there’s 
no statewide “burn ban” in effect, 
many town fire wardens aren’t 
issuing burn permits due to the 
dry weather.

“We’ve had such a dry year this 
year, and April has been warm, 
and part of March was dry, much 
less snowfall than we’d normally 
have, much less rainfall, and we 
had 60 and 70 degree days which 

dried everything right out, so we’ve 
stopped issuing permits,” Larry 
Brown, deputy chief of the East 
Montpelier Fire Department said 
on Monday.

H i s  d e p a r t m e n t  h a s  o n l y 
responded to a few brush fires 
directly, but has provided mutual 
aid to several surrounding towns.

“Northfield had a large one, 
which we went over to,” he said, 
noting that it began as a struc-
ture fire which spread to the 

surrounding grass. The department 
sent water lines to the structure fire 
while lending its utility vehicle and 
brush fire equipment.

“We had an illegal burn the other 
day, which people were burning just 
a small pile in a burn pit and that’s 
not allowed either,” he said. “We 
stopped that right away because 
the wind is blowing pretty heavy in 
these areas and could spark quite a 
large forest or grasslands type fire.”

The majority of people are 

complying with the burn rules, 
he said.

“Everyone that’s called in under-
stands we’re in a dry season and 
once the rains come we can open 
this up a little bit,” he said.

Lars Lund, state forest fire 
supervisor, said that while there’s 
no statewide burn ban in effect, 
it’s up to each town’s forest fire 
warden whether or not to issue 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Plans for the former Col-
lege of St. Joseph campus 
include more than 200 
units of senior housing, a 
movie theater and maybe 
even a putting green.

Heartland Communi-
ties of America, the Flor-
ida-based developer that 
hopes to buy the campus 
and spend $66 million 
on renovat ions  there , 

presented its plans to the 
Board of Aldermen at a 
special meeting Monday. 
When the proposal was ini-
tially announced last year, 
the plan was for a 125-unit 
facility.

Project Manager John 
Weatherhogg said they 
were now looking to do 
106 independent living 
units, 48 assisted living units 
and a 48-unit memory care 
facility.

“What we really want to 
do is create a country club 
lifestyle at a fairly reason-
able market rate for our 
seniors,” Weatherhogg said.

Weatherhogg said units 
would  be  renta l s  and 
amenities would include 
transportation to anywhere 
residents want to go, three 
meals a day available 365 
days a year, a full-time activ-
ity director, a gym space, a 
movie theater, greenhouse 

space for gardeners, a craft 
room and landscaping for 
walks.

“I’m sure we’ll have out-
door fire pits because you 
can’t be in Vermont without 
outdoor fire pits,” he said. 
“We might even have a put-
ting green.”

The deve lopment  i s 
planned in two phases, 
with the independent living 
units going first at a cost of 
$34 million. Weatherhogg 

said the balance of the proj-
ect is planned to follow six 
months after that. Several 
financing avenues were 
discussed, with Weather-
hogg saying there were 
back-up plans if preferred 
approaches l ike inter-
est-free bonds through the 
state don’t work out. Weath-
erhogg also said they are 
looking for investors locally 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

WEST HAVEN – A Ver-
mont State Police Trooper 
who fired his gun during 
a Dec. 6 incident in West 
Haven when a Fair Haven 
man allegedly drove his 
vehicle at police will not 
face criminal charges for 
the shooting, according to 
Vermont Attorney General 
T.J. Donovan.

Trooper Craig Roland, 
who works out of the Rut-
land barracks of the Ver-
mont State Police fired two 
shots during the incident, 
but neither apparently hit 
anyone.

The Attorney General’s 
Office is declining to prose-
cute Roland, a news release 
issued Monday stated.

By email, VSP spokesman 
Adam Silverman stated the 
agency was limited in what 
it could say since charges 
are still pending against 
70-year-old Reginald Book, 
the Fair Haven man alleged 
to be the vehicle driver.

“We appreciate the work 
of the Attorney General’s 
Office in reviewing these 
complex matters. Since 
criminal charges against the 
suspect remain pending in 
this case, we are unable to 
make any further comment 
at this time,” he said.

The VSP Major Crimes 
Unite investigated the 
incident and presented 
their findings to Donovan’s 
office before the decision 

PHOTO BY PHILLIP SEVERY

A historic Shrewsbury home in the Cuttingsville neighborhood was destroyed by fire early Sunday morning. No injuries were reported. For more 
on this story, see article on A3.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

An osprey lands at a nesting platform along the Otter Creek in Weybridge on Monday morning.
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“The discussion 

is necessary, and 

a good exercise. 

For certain, the 

pandemic has shifted 

the emphasis. The 

new normal really is 

about ‘what’s next’ 

and ‘what makes 

the most sense’ for 

now.”

Editorial, A4

Baseball’s Back
West Rutland School is 

fielding a baseball team for 

the first time since 2016 with 

a group excited to make a 

mark.  B1

Check it out online at 
www.rutlandherald.com/archive
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