
“The Trump 

administration has 

just given a big 

Christmas present 

 to polluters.”

Bob Irvin, president of the 
American Rivers environmental 
nonprofit, after the EPA signs 

an order withdrawing pro-
tections from waterways and 

wetlands. — A6

So far, so good
The Rutland boys basketball 

team continues its win streak 

with a 67-60 victory over 

Mount Mansfield.  B1
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By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Vermont Adult Learning has had 
a tough year and is asking the city 
for a little help.

Michelle Folger, VAL’s regional 
director, said the nonprofit is gath-
ering signatures to get a funding 
request on the March ballot for 
the first time in roughly 10 years. 

She said financial difficulties have 
forced the group to lay off two 
employees from the Rutland office 
and give up part of their Evelyn 
Street facility to make up for a 
roughly $100,000 shortfall. Folger 
said the nonprofit is largely state 
funded and funding has been 
largely flat for years.

“ I t ’ s  l i k e  a n y t h i n g  e l s e 

— expenses over numerous years, 
Blue Cross-Blue Shield, salaries 
going up,” she said. “In all seven 
centers, we cut at least two people.”

The Rutland cuts include a 
full-time and three-quarter time 
employee, and the organization 
also had to stop renting the multi-
purpose room on the first floor of 
the building.

“It was $10,000 and there was no 
way I could afford it, trying to keep 
jobs,” she said. “I’m doing two jobs. 
I’m the director, but I’m also doing 
the orientations.”

Vermont Adult Learning pro-
vides GED and diploma classes to 
students who didn’t — or can’t 

Nonprofit seeks ballot slot
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Raymond Gragen, right, of North Clarendon, gives blood during day one of the Gift of Life Marathon in the Glenbtook Gymnasium at Castleton 
University on Tuesday afternoon. The American Red Cross says the average human contains 10 pints of blood. Gragen said he’s given blood annu-
ally since 1975, which means he’s given his body’s capacity four times over. Day two is scheduled from noon to 5 p.m. today at Rutland Regional 
Medical Center.

$7.6M price tag for sewer fixes
By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Public Works Commissioner 
Jeffrey Wennberg said the city can 
make $7.6 million in improvements 
to the sewer system without increas-
ing water bills.

Wennberg said Tuesday he 
intends to ask the Board of 

Aldermen to put a $6.8 million 
bond on the March ballot, which 
would be added to $800,000 in 
already-approved state grants for 
work at the sewer plant and two 
stormwater projects. He said with 
various other funding opportuni-
ties, the city would have to pay back 
$4.5 million.

That would work out to about $4 
per quarter on the typical family’s 
water and sewer bill, according to 
Wennberg. However, he said the 
payments would begin just as a 
previous water bond with roughly 
equal payments is set to expire, so 
that ratepayers should not see any 
change.

The single biggest portion of 
the bond Wennberg outlines was 
$3 million for work on the digesters 
at the sewer plant. He said three 
of the plant’s five digester tanks 
have been refurbished in recent 
years, but the remaining two are 

LET THE MARATHON BEGIN

Telecom plan 
seeks input

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

It’s going to take a lot of 
federal funds if Vermont 
wants  to meet  i t s  own 
broadband internet access 
goals by 2024, according to 
a state official.

Clay Purvis, telecom-
munications director for 
the Department of Public 
Service, said Tuesday the 
state is only 13.4 percent 
of the way toward meeting 
its standards for broadband 
access and quality. Ver-
mont’s standards are quite 
high, however, aiming for 
100 megabits per second 
(mbps) download/upload 
speed available statewide. 
The federal standard is 25 
mbps and by that bench-
mark, Purvis said, the state 
is closer to 73 percent 
covered.

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Public Service is working 
to update Vermont’s Tele-
communicat ions Plan, 
Purvis said. Several public 
comment hearings are 
scheduled. One was in 
Montpelier on Tuesday. 
The Rutland hearing is 
scheduled for 6 p.m. Dec. 
17 in the Fox Room at Rut-
land Free Library, 10 Court 
St. The other meetings are:

— St. Johnsbury, 6 p.m. 

Wednesday, }in the Cabaret 
Room at Catamount Arts 
Center, 115 Eastern Ave.

— Brattleboro, 6 p.m. 
Dec. 19, at Brooks Memo-
rial Library, 224 Main St.

— Burlington, 2 p.m. 
Dec. 20, at the John J. 
Zampieri State Office Build-
ing, 108 Cherry St.

The draft plan can be 
accessed online at https://
publicservice.vermont.gov/
content/2018-telecommu-
nications-plan or by calling 
the department at 802-828-
2811. It can be requested 
via email at psd.telecom@
vermont.gov or by regular 
mail, Department of Public 
Service, 112 State St., Third 
Floor, Montpelier, VT 05620

Purvis said the Legisla-
ture will have its own oppor-
tunity to comment on the 
plan. He said the last plan 
was completed in 2014 and 
in that case the Department 
of Public Service rewrote 
much of it in response to 
public comments.

Once comments  are 
received and taken into 
account, the department 
will finalize the report, Pur-
vis said. There’s no set time 
for this, as it’s not known 
how many comments will be 

Sex criminal sentenced
By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

A Clover Street man who 
pleaded guilty in May to 
having sexual contact with 
a 13-year-old in 2013 was 
sentenced on Tuesday to 
serve four years in prison.

Frederic Chris Fleur Jr., 
49, was arraigned in Novem-
ber 2016 in Rutland crimi-
nal court on a felony charge 
of aggravated sexual assault 
on someone younger than 
13 and sexual assault on a 

person younger than 16.
O n  Tu e s d a y,  F l e u r 

entered into a plea agree-
ment under which he was 
sentenced for the sexual 
assault charge while the 
aggravated sexual assault 
charge was dismissed by 
the state.

In addition to a prison 
sentence of four to 16 years, 
Fleur will be required to be 
listed on the Vermont Sex 
Offender Registry for the 
rest of his life.

Fleur has about 760 days 
credit for time he has served 
in prison as of Tuesday.

Peter Bevere, the chief 
deputy state’s attorney for 
Rutland County, said the 
plea agreement was created 
in consultation with the 
teenager who had made the 
accusations against Fleur. 
The teenager did not want 
to come to court or testify, 
Bevere said.

Tonight
HOLIDAY CONCERT

Traditional Christmas music as 

well as selections inspired by 

the Lessons and Carols Service 

from Kings College, Cambridge, in 

England arranged for an instru-

ment comprised of bronze hand 

bells and hand chimes. Suggested 

donation $10 to $15, 7-8:30 p.m. 

Wallingford Town Hall, 75 School St., 

Wallingford, 446-2872.
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Melissa Manney, right, prepares the dining area for the Tuesday night shift at Roots 
the Restaurant’s new location in Center Street Marketplace.

SETTING DOWN NEW ROOTS
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