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F
our orphaned opossums, raised for 
the past seven weeks by a licensed 
Starksboro wildlife rehabber, were 

released back into the wild Saturday — but 
not before helping provide four interesting 
lessons.

My wife and I rescued them Sept. 4 after 
their mom got hit by a car, and they’ve been 
under the care of Medora Plimpton and her 
intern Maggie at Howling Mountain Wildlife 
Refuge ever since. Hundreds of hours of 
feeding, cleaning and introducing them to the 
natural world later, Plimpton released them 
back into nature.

Set free on hundreds of acres of land with 
few roads, plentiful water and lots of food 
sources, they took a few minutes to leave the 
small kennel used to transport them, but within 
minutes they were exploring their new world, 
catching bugs and eating cherry tomatoes grow-
ing in a small garden. They couldn’t have asked 
for a better place to forage or look for a den.

All four, three females and a male we affec-
tionately took to calling “Runt” because he 
was the smallest and in tribute to a friend who 
bears that nickname, had grown from barely an 
ounce to more than a pound since I removed 
them from their mom’s pouch. Bigger still were 
the lessons the quartet helped impart.

Lesson 1: How you look at something has a 
lot to do with how you see things.

Ask just about anyone to describe an opos-
sum, and the word “ugly” is likely to be part of 
their answer. They’ve got naked tails, pointy 
snouts, black eyes and more teeth — 50 — than 
any other mammal in North America.

One Facebook writer pretty much summed 
up people’s preconceived notions on opossum 
beauty: “It’s pretty hard to make these guys look 
this adorable,” she wrote.

When I got down on the ground to remove 
the babies from their mom’s pouch, I was up 
close and at eye-level with them, and that’s how 
I photographed them during the past seven 
weeks. By getting down, or up, depending on 
where they were, to their level so we could look 
one another in the eye, I viewed and saw them 
differently.

The consensus of hundreds of Facebook 
comments since: “They’re adorable!” Nanci 
Gordon insisted one of them was so cute, it 
couldn’t be real; it had to be a Muppet!

Lesson 2: A little help can make a huge 
difference for those around us.

Runt was about 20% smaller than his sisters 
when rescued, and the difference didn’t 

By JIM SABATASO

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — State legisla-
tors have called on the governor 
to reinstate the COVID-19 state of 
emergency order.

Lawmakers were joined by medi-
cal professionals at the State House 
on Monday to urge Gov. Phil Scott 
to reinstate the declaration in order 

to allow for an increase in statewide 
mitigation strategies, arguing that 
his vaccine-only strategy isn’t work-
ing against the highly transmissible 
delta variant.

In particular, lawmakers are 
requesting that Scott reimpose the 
state of emergency in order to allow 
for the reintroduction of a universal 
indoor mask mandate, increased 

state-funded staffing for contact trac-
ers, increased health care and social 
work staff in schools and expanded 
motel voucher rules to provide 
shelter for anyone who has been 
unhoused during the pandemic.

“I’m here today to implore our 
state leaders to use their personal 
responsibility to do more to keep 
our unvaccinated children safe and 

mitigate the extraordinary chal-
lenges being faced by our schools 
and families,” said Rep. Erin Brady, 
D-Williston.

Brady, who is also a parent, 
teacher and school board member, 
said her town has been in “crisis” 
since September.

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

RUTLAND TOWN — After 21 years 
as road commissioner, Byron Hathaway 
is getting done in January.

Hathaway said Monday that the job has 
changed quite a bit since was elected in 
2000, and will likely continue to evolve.

When Hathaway started as road com-
missioner, the terms were for a single 
year. Voters later changed it to three. 
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Playoff time
High school playoff pairings 

have been released, giving 

a road map to the upcoming 

state championships.  B1

 

MR tops Poultney
Mill River grabbed its third 

win in the last four games, 

besting rival Poultney 26-18 

Saturday afternoon.  B4
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www.rutlandherald.com/archive
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Rescued opossums  
set free Saturday

PHOTO BY STEVE COSTELLO

A quartet of baby opossums, raised by Starksboro rehabber Medora Plimpton after their mother 
was hit by a car Sept. 4, were released back into the wild Saturday. The four weighed barely an 
ounce apiece when they were found, but weighed about a pound after seven weeks of rehab.

TOWN ROAD COMMISSIONER

KEITH WHITCOMB JR. / STAFF PHOTO

Byron Hathaway, Rutland Town road commissioner for 21 years will retire Jan. 1.See Hathaway, page  A5

See Push, page  A5

See Opossums, page  A5


