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“(President Donald 

Trump’s) budget, and 

its projections for the 

decade beyond, would 

explode two things: 

military expenditures 

and (with further tax 

cuts for the privileged) 

the national deficit. Such 

extravagances, of course, 

require victims.”

— Editorial, A4

Brewers fest
Thousands made the trip to 

Killington on Saturday for 

the annual Vermont Brewers 

Festival.  A2

Plan unveiled
Springfield Hospital forges a 

new arrangement meant to help 

expectant mothers affected 

by the closure of the hospital’s 

childbirth center.  A3

People & Places
Photographer Robert Lay-

man explores the prepara-

tions necessary for Vermont 

Maple Open House Week-

end.  B8

Free Tax Help
Rutland AARP TaxAide offers free 

help with taxes for seniors and 

low-to-middle-income taxpayers, 

by appointment only. Call the RSVP 

& Volunteer Center at 775-8220, ext. 

106, visit: volunteersinvt.org/service/

rsvp-tax-program/.

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

A debate is brewing around the 
state’s juvenile justice system.

Last year, the Vermont Legis-
lature expanded its definition of 
youthful offenders from those 
below age 18 to include defendants 
up to age 22. Since then, a number 
of cases in which the defendants 

would previously have been tried 
as adults have disappeared from 
criminal court into juvenile court, 
and out of the public eye. These 
included some high-profile cases, 
such as the attempted murder 
charge against Tyreke Morton in 
Washington County and the case 
of accused would-be school shooter 
Jack Sawyer in Rutland County.

According to data provided Fri-
day by the Vermont Court Admin-
istrator’s Office, the juvenile system 
has 342 cases throughout the state 
involving defendants who were 
between the ages of 18 and 22 when 
charged. The office counts cases 
rather than defendants, so the total 
number of people in the system in 
that age group could be smaller.

The cases are listed by the “most 
serious” charge filed, many of 
which are drug or alcohol crimes 
or misdemeanor assaults or thefts. 
Twenty-six are some kind of felony 
assault. Forty-six are sex crimes, 
including 12 charges of sexual 
assault — no consent, 10 of sexual 

Youthful offenders at issue
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Connor Lussier, front left, tows his younger siblings around their property Monday afternoon in Brandon. This past weekend’s snowstorm combined 
with Monday’s pleasant temperatures made conditions ideal for outdoor activities around the region.

Democrats ask for Mueller files
By MARY CLARE JALONICK

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

W A S H I N G T O N  — 
House Democrats pressed 
the Justice Department 
Monday to provide the full 
report from special coun-
sel Robert Mueller even as 
Republicans gleefully called 
for them to “move on” from 
the Russia investigation. 
President Donald Trump 

accused those responsible 
for launching Mueller’s 
probe of “treasonous things 
against our country” and 
said they “certainly will be 
looked into.”

Trump said the release 
of Mueller’s full report 
“wouldn’t bother me at 
all,” and Democrats quickly 
put that statement to the 
test, demanding that his 

administration hand over 
the entire document and 
not just Sunday’s four-page 
summary from Attorney 
General William Barr.

Six House Democratic 
committee chairmen wrote 
to Barr that his summary is 
“not sufficient” and asked 
to be given Mueller’s full 
report by April 2. They also 
want to begin receiving the 

underlying evidence the 
same day. The information 
is “urgently needed by our 
committees to per form 
their duties under the 
Constitution,” they wrote, 
implying that the informa-
tion would be subpoenaed 
if it is not turned over by 
the deadline.

Barr said in his letter 
to Congress that Mueller 

did not find that Trump’s 
campaign “conspired or 
coordinated” with the Rus-
sian government to influ-
ence the 2016 presidential 
election — knocking down 
arguments from Democrats 
who have long claimed 
there was evidence of such 
collusion.

SPRING RIDING

GMC student 
says threats 
were all jokes

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

A Green Mountain Col-
lege student said he was 
stressed out and joking 
when he declared 
his intent to “shoot 
up” the school.

Aaron Sanchez, 
20, pleaded not 
guilty Monday in 
Rutland criminal 
court to a single 
m i s d e m e a n o r 
charge of criminal 
th rea ten i ng .  I f 
convicted, he could 
face up to a year in prison 
and a $1,000 fine. He was 
freed on the conditions he 
stay away from the witnesses 
in the case and that he not 
go within 100 feet of the 
college.

Vermont State Police 
said they were contacted 
about Sanchez’s comments 
on the morning of March 
5. A friend of Sanchez 
told police she had been 
studying with a friend in 
her room when Sanchez 
came by and she invited 
him in. The student told 

police Sanchez declared he 
was “done with this place,” 
that he would “shoot up 
the school” and that he was 
“out to get” GMC President 

Robert Allen and 
Provost Thomas 
Mauhs-Pugh. She 
also said Sanchez 
directed a threat 
at her friend.

The student told 
police that she had 
known Sanchez 
for two years and 
had never seen 
him angry,  and 

that she believed he would 
actually do it. She said she 
later heard him making 
similar comments to other 
students.

Another student gave 
police a similar account, 
according to affidavits, 
though she said she initially 
thought Sanchez was jok-
ing. As Sanchez continued 
— the second student told 
police he made comments 
about knowing where her 
dorm room was and cutting 

Town office, recreation 
area among 2019 projects 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

With “overwhelming” 
support at the polls for the 
budgets it put forward, the 
Select Board is looking for-
ward to completing several 
projects in the coming year.

“Now that the election is 
over, and overwhelmingly 

the town residents sup-
ported all the municipal 
budgets, we’ve reorganized 
our board and it’s time now 
we put our focuses, our 
objectives, and our goals 
at the forefront so we can 
organize and make sure 
we’re pushing the ball down 
the field,” said Select Board 

Chairman Joshua Terenzini 
in an interview on Monday.

He said most people on 
the five-member board have 
been there for several terms 
now and have learned to 
work well as a team. He and 
other town officials expect 

Sanchez
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Warm weather has thawed out Neshobe Falls in Brandon, seen here on a sunny Monday.

NESHOBE THAW
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