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Free inmates
Report of an employee at the 

Newport jail testing positive 

for COVID-19 has led the 

American Civil Liberties 

Union to call for release of as 

many inmates as possible to 

avoid widespread outbreak 

of the virus among prison 

population.  A3

Prescription for concern

State colleges reveal changes 

Agencies, 
helpers rush to 
lend assistance

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

As health care workers in Ver-
mont are taking on the challenge 
of responding to the novel coro-
navirus and COVID-19, some 
individuals who have had close 
contact with the sick are asking for 
consideration.

Jeffrey Hochberg, who has been 
director at the Rutland Pharmacy 
for more than 15 years and serves 
at president of Vermont Retail 

Druggists, said he tries to remind 
consumers that the pharmacy is 
on the front line during a medical 
crisis.

“We have to stay open through-
out this entire crisis. Diabetes, heart 
conditions, all of those pre-existing 
conditions will not stop because of 
this (pandemic) and we have to 
make sure we’re here to serve our 
communities,” Hochberg said.

Hochberg said the local phar-
macy has to deal with anxious 

customers who have been told 
they should get a 90-day supply of 
medications, even if the medication 
wasn’t due for renewal. Doctors are 
approving the prescription, but 
Hochberg said the system wasn’t 
prepared for the rush.

“We have enough drugs in stock 
in the country, in the national 
warehouses, but it’s a matter of 
getting products to pharmacies so 
they can deliver them to patients,” 
Hochberg said.

He said it takes extra time to get 
from manufacturers to the pharma-
cies; it is the staff members at the 
local pharmacy who have to explain 
the problem to patients.

“As soon as this started hitting 
our country, the wholesalers started 
allocating to pharmacies all across 
the country as to how much prod-
uct you could get at a time. Now, 
in certain situations, it’s reduced 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

Castleton State Univer-
sity, Northern Vermont 
University and Vermont 
Technical College will not 
resume on-site classes in 
April, as originally planned, 
and will continue remote 
classes through the end of 
the spring semester, accord-
ing to a letter to students 
posted this week by Ver-
mont State College System 
Chancellor Jeb Spaulding.

Castleton has canceled 
this year’s graduation cer-
emony, according to Karen 

Scolforo, president of the 
university.

S p a u l d i n g ’ s  l e t t e r 
addressed classes, residence 
halls and refunds.

“As the COVID-19 pan-
demic continues to evolve 
rapidly, the chancellor’s 
office and the (Vermont 
State College System, or 
VSCS) presidents have 
made a series of difficult 
decisions that will have a 
great impact on the remain-
der of the spring 2020 
semester,” he wrote.

The letter notes that the 
Vermont Department of 

Public Safety and Vermont 
Emergency Management 
have made a request of 
college officials that they 
prepare for the possibility 
of using one or more of 
the residence halls and 
other facilities at each of 
the residential campuses to 
accommodate overflow or 
surge relating to COVID-19.

“To the extent we are not 
using our residential facili-
ties, they can be of critical 
use to our neighboring 
communities during this 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

The one-per-customer 
limit of boxes of gloves at 
local stores even applied to 
the United Way this week.

Caprice Hover, executive 
director of United Way 
of Rutland County, said 
she was relieved when she 
finally found a vendor to 
sell gloves in bulk — letting 
her order 10 boxes after she 
was denied in her efforts to 
purchase more from local 
retail outlets due to a “one 
per customer” policy insti-
tuted after a run on such 
supplies created shortages.

“I had five friends who 
all made purchases, and I 
waited outside for them,” 
she said Wednesday. “I had 
my United Way vest on. It 
didn’t matter. ... The VNA is 
running low on gloves and 
the mission is running out 
of gloves to serve food.”

Every day has brought 
new challenges as local 
social  service agencies 
adjust to the constantly 
changing realities of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Rutland County Mutual 

Aid, a volunteer group that 
formed just over a week 
ago to help people who 
were self-quarantining, 
has essentially abandoned 
their  or iginal  miss ion 
of making grocery runs, 
instead referring people 
who need that sort of help 
to local agencies. Organizer 
Tabitha Moore said that 
with tightening social dis-
tancing recommendations, 
it seemed as if there were 
better places to direct the 
energy of volunteers.

“For example, this morn-
ing Marisa Kiefaber and I 
spent the morning taking 
apart all of the home kits 
from the refugee resettle-
ment program, breaking 
them down and making a 
spreadsheet,” Moore said.

The kits were designed to 
get refugee families started 
with household essentials, 
but were virtually all left 
unused after resettlement 
from Syria was effectively 
ended in early 2017. Moore 
said the spreadsheet list-
ing items from the kits is 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

Gov. Phil Scott offered 
more details on his “stay 
home, stay safe” order 
during a news conference 
Wednesday, while public 
health and safety officials 
shared what they’re expect-
ing as the COVID-19 out-
break continues.

The order, which Scott 

announced Tuesday, directs 
nonessential businesses and 
nonprofits to cease in-per-
son operations, and orders 
citizens to stay indoors as 
much as possible, by 5 p.m. 
Wednesday.

“ I  need  you  to  s t a y 
home,” Scott said. “Doing 
so will save lives, it’s just that 
simple. That doesn’t mean 
you can’t go out for your 

essential needs, or take your 
dog for a walk or take your 
cross country skis out, just 
keep your distance from 
others while doing so.”

Commissioner of the 
Department of Health, 
Dr. Mark Levine, said the 
number of COVID-19 cases 
in Vermont is  growing 
exponentially.

“I want to remind you 

that it was only two weeks 
ago that we had one case in 
Vermont,” he said.

The Vermont Depart-
ment of Health on Wednes-
day confirmed 28 new cases 
of COVID-19 and one new 
death, bringing the total 
number of COVID-related 
deaths in Vermont to eight.

The total  number of 
positive COVID-19 tests 

for Vermont was 123 on 
Wednesday, out of 1,712 
tests conducted. The num-
ber of cases reported Tues-
day was 95.

For the last few days, as 
the number of cases has 
grown, the health depart-
ment has no longer been 
reporting the home county, 

Note to Readers
We will be publishing a print 

edition on Tuesday, Thursday 

and Saturday until further 

notice.  The COVID-19 crisis 

has forced us to make this 

temporary change. We hope 

to be back to publishing 

five days as soon as the 

health crisis has abated. We 

also recently suspended all 

walk-in traffic to our offices. 

We encourage our loyal sub-

scribers and advertisers to 

call us when paying bills, re-

newing subscriptions, placing 

ads or sharing news tips. Our 

customer service representa-

tives are eager to assist you. 

Feel free to call 800-244-

2131. We remain grateful for 

your continued support of 

this newspaper during these 

challenging times.

‘STAY HOME, STAY SAFE’

Gov. Scott details new order

Pharmacies face challenges during pandemic

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Director Jeff Hochberg stands in front a full line of cars at the drive-thru at Rutland Pharmacy on Wednesday afternoon in Rutland City. Hochberg 
was running prescriptions out to customers in the parking lot as the store is only allowing curbside pickup, drive-thru and delivery service for their 
customers since the spread of the COVID-19 virus into Vermont.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Paul Sonntag, left, of Colchester, and Matt Broughton, right, of Blue Hill, Maine, load up Son-
ntag’s truck in the rain while picking up Broughton’s daughter Edie at Middlebury College 
late last week. Colleges around the state have closed early, and are trying to coordinate 
with families to collect students’ belongings.

See Adapt, page  A9 See Colleges, page  A8

See Order, page  A9

See Concern, page  A8

New quarters
Seven members of a Peace 

Corps contingent assigned 

to Rwanda were evacuated 

because of a positive corona-

virus case where they were 

posted. The tightly knit group 

opted to stay together and is 

being quarantined in an East 

Montpelier house.  A2


