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Christians blasted
An evangelical magazine 

founded by the late Rev. 

Billy Graham came under 

tweet fire when President 

Donald Trump took issue 

with an editorial published 

in Christianity Today 

arguing that he should 

be removed from office 

because of his “blackened 

moral record.”            A12

Providing a voice
The state’s ski association 

has played a major role in 

the industry over the last 

50 years.                     B4

Cocoa + nog
With the benefit of egg-

nog, hot cocoa becomes 

an extra thick, velvety and 

luxurious version of itself, 

especially with a royal hint 

of nutmeg.                    C2

Beethoven’s Ninth
Musicians and community 

celebrate the new year 

with the famous “Ode to 

Joy.”                            D1
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Priorities discussed for 2020

Legislative leaders talk agenda

Year-end economy hopeful

Connecticut 
man accused 
of IS support

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Rep. Larry Cupoli, R-Rutland 
City, said he is not sure the state will 
make it through the coming legisla-
tive session without a tax hike.

“Spending is going to be a tough 
one,” he said. “We haven’t raised 
taxes in some time. ... I think, at 
some point, that might have to 
happen. If not, spending will have 
to be curtailed.”

However, Cupoli said curtailing 
spending might be easier said than 

done, and he wasn’t sure where to 
find cuts.

“If there’s waste, we have to find 
it,” he said. “If not, we have to 
support our communities and our 
society.”

The budget was a common 
theme among members of the 
Rutland County delegation who 
were contacted this week and asked 
about their priorities for the 2020 
legislative session, but it won’t be 
the only subject our representatives 
are tackling.

Cupoli said he intends to explore 
some education issues.

“I’ve got a bill going in for test-
ing kindergartners through grade 
three for dyslexia and issues like 
that so we can catch early some of 
these deficiencies that might not let 
kids perform well,” he said.

Rep. Robert Helm, R-Fair Haven, 
said his priority was keeping the 
budget affordable, but he has “a 
bunch of little stuff” he hopes to 
attend to.

“I’ve got old cemeteries, Route 

4 signs, constituent work,” he said. 
“I’m not looking to conquer the 
world. ... All I want to do is keep 
the state of Vermont spending no 
more than they are now and on 
an even keel. ... I think we can pay 
our bills, but we can’t expand our 
government any more than that. 
We can hold even if we don’t want 
to start any new programs.”

Rep. Tom Terenzini, R-Rutland 
Town, also said his focus would be 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Legis-
lative leaders have laid out 
their plan for the upcoming 
session, including poten-
tially passing a bill for a 
tax-and-regulate system for 
recreational marijuana and 
moving forward with an 
increase in the minimum 
wage and paid family leave.

Speaker of the House 
Mitzi Johnson, D-Grand 
Isle-Chittenden, and Sen-
ate President Pro Tem Tim 
Ashe, D/P-Chittenden, held 
a news conference Thurs-
day at the State House out-
lining their agendas before 
the session starts up next 
month.

Johnson said she expects 
bills involving raising the 

state’s minimum wage to 
$15 per hour and manda-
tory paid family leave for 
workers to move quickly at 
the start of the session.

“It’s really what Vermont-
ers need in order to have 
an economy that works for 
everybody not just those 
that can afford it,” she said.

But  Gov.  Ph i l  Sco t t 
opposes those initiatives. 

The Republican governor 
sat down with Steven Pap-
pas, editor and publisher 
of the Times Argus and 
Rutland Herald, last week 
and talked about minimum 
wage and paid family leave.

“If a higher minimum 
w a g e  w a s  a  t o o l  t h a t 
attracted more people 
to a state, we have one of 
the highest now, and it 

obviously isn’t working. We 
have New Hampshire, right 
across the river, they’re 
at $7.25 (per hour) and 
their economy is doing 
quite well. It would leave 
me to believe that isn’t the 
answer,” he said.

On paid family leave, 
Scott said he believes it 

By MARTIN CRUTSINGER

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The 
U.S. economy, which only 
recently was flashing warn-
ing signs of a worrisome 
slowdown, is finishing the 
year in stronger shape, 
thanks to a resilient con-
sumer, a healthy job market 
and interest rate cuts by the 
Federal Reserve.

The Commerce Depart-
ment said Friday that the 
gross domestic product — 
the economy’s total output 
of goods and services — 
expanded at a moderate 
annual rate of 2.1% in the 
July-September quarter. 

A separate report showed 
that consumer spending 
grew by a solid 0.4% rate 
in November, the strongest 
gain since July, and that 
incomes rebounded after 
a weak reading in October.

The brisk pace of spend-
ing in November is a reas-
suring sign that consumers, 
who account for about 70% 
of economic activity, are 
helping the economy offset 
drags ranging from Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s trade 
wars to a global economic 
slump. Many economists 
are forecasting that the 
economy is expanding at a 
decent 2% annual rate in 

the final quarter of the year.
Just over a month ago, 

some tracking polls had 
been flashing alarm that 
growth could slow sharply 
in the fourth quarter to a 
0.5% annual pace or less. 
But since then, Trump has 
stepped back from impos-
ing a new round of tariffs 
on billions of dollars of 
popular consumer goods 
such as cellphones made 
in China. And several sec-
tors of the economy have 
shown signs of resilience. 
The housing market has 
rebounded, aided by three 

By MICHAEL MELIA

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

HARTFORD, Conn. — 
A 26-year-old Connecticut 
man who allegedly pledged 
allegiance to the Islamic 
State group’s leader has 
been charged with attempt-
ing to provide material sup-
port to the terrorist group 
in Syria, federal prosecutors 
announced Thursday.

Kevin McCormick, of 
Hamden, allegedly made 
several statements express-
ing a desire to travel to 
Syria and to fight for the 
Islamic State group. He was 
arrested Oct. 21 after he 
attempted to board a flight 
out of the country, author-
ities said.

A  m e s s a g e  s e e k i n g 
comment from the public 
defender’s office represent-
ing McCormick was not 
immediately returned.

It is the second case this 
week of a Connecticut 
man charged with trying 
to  support  IS .  Ahmad 
Khalil Elshazly, 22, of West 
Haven, was arrested Sunday 
as he attempted to leave 
the country by boat and 

charged with attempting to 
provide material support 
for a terrorist organization. 
The two cases are unre-
lated, according to a spokes-
man for Connecticut’s U.S. 
attorney.

A concerned person 
who attends an Islamic 
center outside Connecticut 
informed the FBI in early 
October that McCormick 
had expressed to them a 
desire to travel to Syria and 
“fight for Allah,” according 
to an FBI agent’s affidavit. 
The individual reported 
that McCormick cited reli-
gious doctrine to justify his 
reasons for wanting to fight, 
but he did so incorrectly.

McCormick, who was 
fired from his job as a 
truck driver in September, 
attempted to purchase a 
gun and a knife afterward 
from a store in Washington 
state. He told the sales clerk 
the gun was “not for an ani-
mal” and the clerk refused 
to sell him the gun, accord-
ing to the affidavit.

A review of his Facebook 

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Skaters enjoy the first day of the Proctor skating rink Friday afternoon. From left ro right are: Reagan Phelps, 11, Sarah Cook, 13, Mallee Rich-
ardson, 12, Olivia Cole-Bugay, 13, and Zoe Reynolds, 12. The rink is open weather permitting on weekdays from 3:30-9 p.m. and on weekends 
from noon-9 p.m. During school weeks the rink is open noon-9 p.m.

PROCTOR SKATING RINK OPENS

LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION

2020 SESSION
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Trucks are positioned to haul shipping containers at a terminal where containers are 
stacked five-high on Harbor Island in Seattle.

See Agenda, page  A6

See Priorities, page  A6

See ISIS, page  A6 See Economy, page  A6


