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Winning it all
Otter Valley boys basket-

ball team wins the 2018 

Bob Abrahamson Tip-Off 

Classic.                       B1

Mobile buying
Shoppers are increasingly 

using their mobile devices 

to make purchases.  B1

To combat hate
One of the issues con-

fronting us with this rise 

in hate and its attendant 

crime is simply, where 

do we go to find a form 

of moral instruction that 

is solid, unchanging, 

uncompromising and 

uncomplicated?  C5

Timeless classic
“The Green Mountain Nut-

cracker,” a Vermont twist 

on Tchaikovsky’s timeless 

holiday ballet, returns next 

weekend.  D1
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By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

KILLINGTON — The town will 
try to hang on to a $259,000 payment 
the federal government made for 
bridge repairs after Tropical Storm 
Irene.

The Select Board met Dec. 3 for a 
regular meeting in which the board 
discussed issues with Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA) 
over repairs made to Stage Road and 
Ravine Road related damage caused 
by Tropical Storm Irene in 2011.

“We received a response from the 
FEMA appeal which is the first appeal 
of the withdrawing of the appropria-
tion we received for the two bridges 
on Stage Road and Ravine Road,” said 
Town Manager Chet Hagenbarth at 
the meeting. “Last winter, after we 
appealed to Washington to get more 
money, the local office found that 
they had a loophole in the approval 
originally and asked for the $259,000 
back.”

He said the FEMA decision was 
appealed in the beginning of April. 

The agency denied it, Hagenbarth 
said.

He added that the town has one 
more appeal option left. It can appeal 
directly to the FEMA office in Wash-
ington D.C. and lean on Vermont’s 
Congressional delegation to help it 
do so. He suggested the town seek out 
Mel Adams who served as Killington’s 
FEMA coordinator during the recov-
ery period from Irene.

Hagenbarth said the appeal would 
likely cost the town between $5,000 
and $8,000.

“… I’d rather go for the appeal 
at this point even if it does cost us 
$5,000 to $8,000,” Selectwoman 
Patty McGrath said. “I do believe with 
Mel’s help we have a better chance of 
retaining those funds.”

Hagenbarth said the town has 60 
days — starting about a week prior 
to the Dec. 3 meeting — to file the 
appeal.

“It’s, let’s say $5,000 to $10,000, to 
get $259,000 not to leave our budget,” 

Town wants FEMA money
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Bryan Crandall, top, helps his coworkers at GE Aviation lift a large box of toys into a truck at the plant in North Clarendon. The GE Veterans Network 
participated in a Toys for Tots drive that filled six trucks with 1,931 toys destined for the Open Door Mission in Rutland.

‘Nuisance’ properties face action
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

The town is taking action against 
properties it says are a public nui-
sance, recently giving three prop-
erty owners deadlines on when they 
have to clean up with plans to tell 
the same to four others.

It’s doing so because of a new 
law, Public Health Officer John 
Paul Faignant said at a Board of 

Health meeting on Tuesday.
The Select Board serves as the 

town’s Board of Health. The health 
board meeting took place during 
a regular Select Board meeting. 
Faignant also serves on the Select 
Board.

“The town of Rutland has a pub-
lic nuisance ordinance in which 
the town can declare properties 
kept in an unkempt manner is 

detrimental to public health and 
human welfare,” Faignant said. 
“The state of Vermont has declared 
that salvage yards represent public 
health issues requiring regulation. 
In July 2018, the Vermont Leg-
islature enacted a new law with 
regard to the town health officer, 
requiring town health officers to 
take action against properties that 
are either a public health issue or 

that constitute salvage yards by state 
definition.”

He told the health board he’s 
seeking to give property owners a 
set amount of time to clean up. If 
they don’t do so within the time-
line, the town will do the cleaning 
and place a lien on the property to 
cover the cost.

VETERANS PITCH IN FOR KIDS

2-year term for 
domestic assault

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

A local man who was 
accused o f  a t t empted 
murder after striking a 
woman with a frying pan 
and threatening her with 
a knife in March 2017 was 
sentence on Thursday to 
serve two to eight years in 
jail.

A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  D e a n 
Kennett, 31, of Rutland, 
was arraigned in Rutland 
criminal court on a fel-
ony charge of 2nd-degree 
a t t e m p t e d  m u r d e r,  a 
felony charge of kidnap-
ping and a misdemeanor 
charge of inter ference 
with access to emergency 
services.

On Nov.  7 ,  Kennet t 
pleaded guilty to two fel-
ony charges which had 
been amended to 1st-de-
gree aggravated domestic 
assault and 2nd-degree 
unlawful restraint.

Kennett entered a plea 
agreement under which 
the charge of interfering 
with access to emergency 
services was dismissed.

Under  the  sentence 
imposed by Judge Samuel 
Hoar, Kennett is entitled to 
credit for the time he has 
already served. According 
to the Vermont Depart-
m ent  o f  Cor rec t i ons ’ 

online inmate locator, the 
credit means that Kennett 
could be released as early 
as March 28.

If Kennett serves the 
maximum sentence, he 
wouldn’t be released until 
March 2025.

Attorney Mark Furlan, 
who represented Kennett, 
did not return a call on 
Friday asking for com-
ment on the outcome of 
the case.

Rutland County Chief 
Deputy State’s Attorney 
Peter Bevere, who prose-
cuted the case with attor-
ney Ian Sullivan, said the 
charges were amended as 
a result of the evidence 
developing in the case 
and because the woman 
who reported the assault 
wanted the case to resolve 
without a trial.

Officer Elizha Heter, of 
the Rutland City Police 
Depar tment ,  wrote  in 
an affidavit from March 
2017 that police were dis-
patched to a report of an 
incident at a Harrington 
Avenue home.

At  the scene,  pol ice 
saw a woman coming out 
of the home wearing no 
shoes and with her wrists 
tied together. Heter said 

Mondo will give up marketing
By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Mondo Mediaworks has 
pulled out of its contract 
for the regional marketing 
initiative.

The Brattleboro-based 
company had contracted 
with the Rutland Economic 
Development Corp. and 
Rutland Regional Chamber 
of Commerce to produce a 
digital ad campaign pro-
moting the Rutland area as 
a place to live. Toward that 
end, it produced videos and 
other material for use in tar-
geted online marketing and 
in television spots.

“Mondo is pivoting from 
a full-service digital mar-
keting agency to focus on 
video productions,” Mondo 
owner Luke Stafford said 
Friday, explaining that the 
company started out as a 
video production house 
and built up its digital mar-
keting services around that 
core. “Unfortunately, the 
economics of it precipitated 
a decision to wind down 
the marketing side of the 
business.”

Stafford said that wind-
ing-down came with some 
severe staff cuts — the 
company is going from 14 

full-time employees to just 
three.

“That  part  has  been 
extremely difficult,” he said.

Stafford said the produc-
tion part of the contract, 
which runs through March, 
was complete. Mondo made 
six video and 10 other 
“stories” highlighting the 
experiences of people in 
Rutland. REDC executive 
director Tyler Richardson 
said the remainder of the 
contract would have had 
Mondo seeing what effect 
those stories were having.

KILLINGTON
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Luke Stafford owner and CEO of Mondo Mediaworks, looks on during the annual Rutland 
Region Chamber of Commerce meeting in October.
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