
Santa lights the Downtown Rutland tree this Friday!

Free hot chocolate, candy canes & holiday light specs

Carol sing-a-long with Green Mountain Music

More details at downtownrutland.com5:30pm in Depot Park   December 3rd
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In-bed patients set record

Food shelves facing rising costs

Older students 

find success

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — State officials 
say hospitalizations from the coro-
navirus have surpassed the record 
set in February, with most of those 
cases concentrated in the southern 
part of the state.

At Gov. Phil Scott’s regular news 
conference Tuesday, Michael 
S. Pieciak, commissioner of the 

Department of Financial Regula-
tion who analyzes pandemic data, 
reported cases of the virus in Ver-
mont decreased 12% during the 
past seven days and 16% over the 
past 14 days. But Pieciak noted that 
decrease is mostly due to decreased 
testing during the Thanksgiving 
holiday. Testing decreased 32% 
during the past seven days.

He said the state has seen a 12% 

increase in hospitalizations during 
the past seven days. According to 
the state’s coronavirus case dash-
board, 84 people were hospitalized 
with the virus as of Tuesday. That’s 
19 more people than the previous 
record of hospitalizations set in 
February, before vaccines were 
widely available to the public.

State officials continued to urge 
Vermonters to get tested if they 

feel sick, to get vaccinated, to get 
a booster shot and to wear a mask 
when indoors in public. Pieciak 
said 71% of the hospitalizations 
during the past seven days were 
those who were unvaccinated.

Critical care usage is also up. 
He said the state has seen a 31% 
increase in usage for intensive-care 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

With food prices rising, orga-
nizations who help those in need 
are getting by for now, but some 
are worried about what the future 
holds should costs continue going 
up.

“ T h e  b i g g e s t  p r e s s u r e  i s 
demand,” said Sue Minter, execu-
tive director of Capstone Commu-
nity Action. “Costs go up, people 
don’t have as much on their own 
shelves, so they come to us. In 
the last four months we’ve seen 
increases.”

Capstone roughly estimates 
prices are up 10%. It gets food for 
its food shelf by donation and by 
purchasing it from various sources, 
the Vermont Foodbank among 
them.

Capstone kicked off a 100-day 
fundraiser on Tuesday called Fuel 
Your Neighbors, an effort it’s been 
spearheading since 2016. Minter 
said people were more generous 
than ever in 2020, despite, or per-
haps due to, the pandemic, but 
she doesn’t know what this year 
will hold.

The organization, which serves 

the central Vermont area, plans to 
meet the growing need for food by 
finding the funds to pay for it.

“That’s how we respond, we raise 
money,” she said.

Food being more expensive isn’t 
the only thing sending people to 
the food shelves, she said. Fuel 
prices have also risen sharply, 
meaning less money in people’s 
grocery budgets.

Tom Donahue, chief executive 
officer of BROC Community 
Action, which serves Rutland and 
Bennington counties, said that so 
far acquiring food for people hasn’t 

been an issue. BROC is fortunate 
to have generous donors — The 
annual Stuff-A-Bus event raised 
about $40,000 which was split with 
other food shelves — and relation-
ships with local grocery stores who 
donate on a daily basis.

Where BROC is feeling the 
squeeze is on the demand side of 
things. More people are coming to 
its food shelf lately as costs increase. 
While 3SquaresVT benefits were 
increased 25%, that money isn’t 
buying as much as it might have 

By JIM SABATASO

STAFF WRITER

Matthew Stoddard never 
thought college 
was for him.

Af ter  l eav ing 
high school one 
credit shy of his 
d ip loma ,  S tod -
dard traveled the 
country with vague 
dreams of becom-
ing a rock star.

Eventually, the 
Springfield native 
found himself back 
in Vermont, moving to Rut-
land 18 years ago where he 
now lives with his 15-year-
old son.

H e  w o r k e d  j o b s  i n 
shipping and receiving, 
but began to realize not 

h a v i n g  a  h i g h 
school  diploma 
or post-secondary 
e d u c a t i o n  w a s 
holding him back.

In 2017, Stod-
dard completed 
his GED through 
Ve r m o n t  A d u l t 
L e a r n i n g  a f t e r 
l ea rn ing  about 
continuing educa-
tion opportunities 

through the Department 
for Children and Families’ 
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Clouds and fog cover the higher mountain peaks, as clear sky can be seen in the valley.

PHOTO BY HANNAH DICTON

In Rutland Town, snow blankets the ground after a recent wintry storm.
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Virus pill here
The Federal Drug Adminis-

tration has backed a pill from 

Merck that patients can take 

home to treat coronavirus.  

                                       A3

D-III’s best
The Vermont high school 

Division III All-State football 

team was recently an-

nounced by the VIFL.  B1

Check it out online at 
www.rutlandherald.com/archive
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 � DEC. 30, 2021 DRAWS
Midday: 7-8-6 and 4-4-7-7
Evening: 8-6-0 and 5-0-4-8

CORONAVIRUS IN VERMONT

See Costs, page  A7

See Record, page  A7

FIRST-GEN LEARNERS AT CCV

Stoddard

See Success, page  A7


