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It’s law: Wear mask in town

No arrest yet in Rutland slaying

Wind project 
can be seen 
from town

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

Those frequenting indoor public 
spaces in Rutland Town will have 
to wear a mask when they enter, 
per an ordinance passed Wednes-
day morning by the town Board of 
Health.

“The purpose of this rule is to 
require all individuals to wear face 
coverings while indoors at locations 
that are open to the public in order 

to prevent and mitigate the spread 
of COVID-19 and protect the pub-
lic health and safety of the town of 
Rutland,” reads the ordinance.

In Rutland Town, the Select 
Board serves as the Board of 
Health.

The vote went 4-1 with Selectman 
Don Chioffi being the “no” vote.

The board opted to include 
fines as part of the ordinance. A 
first offense is a $50 fine with a 

$25 waiver, second offense is a $75 
fine with a $35 waiver, and a third 
offense is $100 with a $50 waiver.

The ordinance exempts children 
younger than 2 years of age, anyone 
with a disability who can’t wear a 
mask or wear one safely because 
of the disability, anyone for whom 
wearing a mask would, “create a 
risk to workplace health, safety, 
or job duty as determined by the 
workplace risk assessment,” and 

anyone eating or drinking inside 
an establishment serving food or 
beverages.

On Monday, the Legislature con-
vened for a special session to pass a 
law allowing towns to impose mask 
ordinances. Lawmakers and others 
had been pressuring Gov. Phil Scott 
on the matter for some time.

Town Hea l th  Of f i cer  and 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

More than a year after 
a Holyoke, Massachusetts, 
man was murdered and 
found dead from a gunshot 
wound at the Quality Inn, 
the case is still under active 
investigation but no arrests 
have been made.

Jonathon Houghton, 
35, of Holyoke, was found 
dead in a room at the Rut-
land hotel on Nov. 22, 2020. 
The Chief Medical Exam-
iner’s Office in Burlington 
determined the cause of 

Houghton’s death was a 
gunshot wound to the torso 
and the manner of death 
was a homicide.

In April, Jonah Pandiani, 
19, of Rutland, was also shot 
and killed at the Quality 
Inn. In that case, another 
teenager, Kahliq Richard-
son, 18, of Rutland, turned 
himself in and told police 
the shooting was accidental.

There have been no 
statements from police to 
suggest the two shootings 
were connected but officials 
from Rutland and Rutland 

Town have raised questions 
with state officials, who 
placed some homeless resi-
dents in the Quality during 
the pandemic to provide a 
place where they could shel-
ter to reduce the spread of 
COVID-19.

Asked for comment on 
the case, Adam Silverman, 
spokesman for Vermont 
State Police, responded 
by email.

“The investigation into 
this death remains open 
and active. We continue 
to encourage anyone with 

information that might 
be relevant to the case to 
contact the Vermont State 
Police in Rutland at 802-
773-9101. People also can 
submit a tip anonymously 
online at vsp.vermont.gov/
tipsubmit,” he said.

T h e  Ve r m o n t  S t a t e 
Police maintain a website 
with a l ist  of  unsolved 
homicides but Houghton 
is not on the list.

Cmdr. David LaChance, 
of Rutland City Police 
Department, said the city 
police force also had no 

new information that could 
be released to the public at 
this time.

However, he spoke about 
the complications a case 
l ike Houghton’s death 
presents during a police 
investigation.

“It’s much more chal-
lenging when you have 
people, they may not be 
from this area, there’s a 
lot more unknowns in a 
public atmosphere than if 
(the investigation) was in a 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

RUTLAND TOWN — A small portion of 
a controversial wind project proposed for 
Grandpa’s Knob in Castleton will be visible 
from part of Rutland Town, according to 
the developer’s latest simulations.

The Select Board was informed of this 
Tuesday by Planning Commission Chair 
Barbara Noyes Pulling, who is also a staff 
member at the Rutland Regional Planning 
Commission where the Grandpa’s Knob 
Community Wind Project was discussed 
at a recent committee meeting.

Pulling said until then no one knew 
the project might be visible from Rut-
land Town. She invited the spokesman 
for the developer, Sam Carlson, to give a 
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In Rutland City at the Vermont Farmers Food Center, Alyssa Dufresne and her pup receive a Thanksgiving meal distributed from Grace Davy, 
coordinator of the local ‘Everyone Eats’ program.
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In Downtown Rutland, two church steeples are pictured while evening twilight begins to fade.
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Midday: 8-7-4 and 3-3-9-7
Evening: 0-9-8 and 3-5-6-3
Megabucks: 4-16-33-38-41 
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Where they belong
‘Get Back,’ the three-part, 

six-hour Beatles documen-

tary, directed by Peter Jack-

son, starts today on Disney+.  

                                      A8

FINES FOR FAILURE TO COMPLY

See Mandate, page  A5

See Turbine, page  A5

See Slaying, page  A5

Role model
Proctor athlete Katelynn Re-

gula serves as an inspiration 

on and off the field.  B1


