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Come alive
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SOUND HEALING
The pure resonance of crystal 
singing bowls helps harmonize 
and transform subtle energetic 
patterns and restore vital energy. 
$25, 7 p.m. to 8:15 a.m. Sol Luna 
Farm, 329 Old Farm Road, Shrews-
bury, graceofthesoul@gmail.com
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By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 
STAFF WRITER

Fire and police departments 
help each other out all the time 
under established mutual-aid 
agreements, but no such system 
exists for road crews. Some in 
Rutland County want to change 
that.

“Historic ally, I think towns 
have always had a reciprocal, 

v e r b a l  w o r k i n g  a g r e e m e n t 
between each other that any 
time assistance was needed for 
help in one town, other towns 
could come to assist,” said Jan 
Sotirakis, emergency manage-
ment director for the town of 
Chittenden,  in a Wednesday 
interview.

Sotirakis is supportive of an 
e f for t  be ing  under taken by 

the Rutland Regional Planning 
Commission to create a system 
where towns can easi ly  form 
mutual aid and shared service 
agreements for agencies other 
than fire departments, rescue 
squads and police. Involvement 
would strictly voluntary,  and 
the agreements would make it 
clear who’s in charge, what gets 
done and how reimbursements 

are handled. Also, it would help 
with getting funding from the 
Federal  Emergency Manage-
ment Agency.

“What we have found as we 
worked through multiple disas-
ters over the last decade is that 
FEMA really like you to have 
written mutual aid agreements 

Public works seeks mutual aid
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Danny “Danjo” Candido plays the banjo at Kent Pond in Killington on Wednesday afternoon. Temperatures that climbed into the mid-80s around 
the Rutland region drove many to nearby water sources.

Input sought on state hemp rules
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER
BRANDON — Now that 

it’s legal to grow hemp, the 
public has the chance to 
weigh in on what the rules 
should be, starting Thurs-
day in Brandon.

The Agency of Agricul-
ture, Food and Markets 

will host a public hearing 
between 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. 
at the Brandon town offices.

Hemp and marijuana are 
two varieties of the same 
species, and for a time were 
regulated the same, making 
hemp largely illegal to cul-
tivate. The 2018 Farm Bill 
changed the legal status 

of hemp, and it can now 
be cultivated, according 
to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture.

That means the public 
gets to weigh in on how the 
new law is put in place.

“There’s been an end to 
prohibition for industrial 
hemp, which is related to 

a crop that doesn’t have a 
delta-9 THC concentration 
greater than 0.3 percent,” 
said Stephanie Smith, chief 
policy enforcement officer 
for the Agency of Agricul-
ture, Food and Markets, in 
a Wednesday interview. “It’s 
been deregistered from the 
control substances list.”

THC is the chemical 
mostly found in marijuana 
that creates the “high” 
effect when imbibed.

“People who live in states 
that have pilot programs 
approved by the USDA can 
cultivate hemp. They’re 

DANJO PICKING

Rutland City 
unveils street 
paving plan

By GORDON DRITSCHILO
STAFF WRITER

More than 2 miles of city 
streets will get repaved this 
year, with varying degrees of 
work beneath the surface.

The Public Works Depart-
ment released its summer 
paving schedule this week, 
listing 12,282 feet of city 
streets that would get atten-
tion during the construc-
tion season. Public Works 
Superintendent Jeffrey 
Wennberg said that plan 
attempts to balance address-
ing the city’s worst roads 
with trying to get the most 
value for the paving budget, 
but that it falls far short of 
addressing the city’s infra-
structure needs.

“ T h i s  m a p  i s  w h a t 
$530,000 buys,” Wenn-
berg said, gesturing to a 
color-coded chart showing 
what sort of work is planned 
for which roads. “It’s pitiful. 
It doesn’t go far enough.”

A periodically updated 
chart shows roughly half 
the city’s 77 miles of roads 
needing resur facing or 
more, but Wennberg said 
he has to work with what 
he has.

This year, he said that 

means addressing more 
than a mile of road seg-
ments in need of reclama-
tion — digging down about 
10 inches and replacing 
both the fill and the 3-inch 
surface.

“That’s where you use a 
giant Rototiller and grind 
it all up,” he said. “It’s basi-
cally a new road.”

These  are  sca t tered 
around the city. Wennberg 
said work had already 
started on Franklin Street, 
which was initially slated for 
less intensive repairs.

“ W h e n  w e  d u g  t e s t 
pits, it’s so bad we have to 
rebuild lots of it,” he said. 
“Franklin Street is horrific.”

Also on the reclaim list 
are Marble, Coolidge and 
Dana avenues — the loop 
behind the fairgrounds 
— as  wel l  a s  port ions 
of Church, Philips and 
Granger streets.

A step down from that is 
a 2-inch mill-and-fill, which 
levels out the road but 
doesn’t go nearly as deep 
as a reclamation. A total of 
3,559 feet of city roads — all 
on sections of East Street, 

Farmers reap water grants
By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER
Half a million dollars in 

grants will go to 14 Vermont 
farms to improve water and 
runoff infrastructure as 
part of the 2016 state Clean 
Water Act.

The grants will go toward 
everything from a new baler 
to upgrading manure stor-
age, with the goal of keep-
ing harmful phosphorus 
out of the state’s streams 
and lakes.

Pat Saltis, owner of Saltis 

Farm in Poultney, said he 
received $40,000 for a 
round bale wrapper, and 
plans to abandon his silage 
bunks for a silage baler to 
cut down on nutrient run-
off from cow feed.

“It gets you into your 
required agriculture prac-
tices,” Saltis said. “My bunks 
are next to the road ... the 
idea was to stop using the 
bunk so they don’t leach 
out phosphorus and down 
the side of the road.”

If the farm didn’t appeal 

for a baler, Saltis said they 
would have to build new 
bunks, which would have 
been much more expensive.

“It’s a change for us, but 
it will be a learning experi-
ence,” Saltis said. “It’s easy 
on the cow, they like it, they 
do well on it ... It might help 
us survive, there are several 
benefits: me and you, kids 
in the brook, and fish.”

Saltis praised the state 
a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e 
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A pair of pink lady slippers bloom next to the Appalachian Trail near the Little Rock 
Pond section earlier in June.

PINK LADY SLIPPERS
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