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 � MARCH 12, 2019 DRAWS

Midday: 8-5-4 and 3-6-1-6
Evening: 0-9-3 and 7-0-9-6
New York State
5-2-8LS15 and 0-5-2-2 LS9
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com/rutlandherald

“We need a free 

press. We need 

public access. 

And we need our 

communities to abide 

by the law.”

— Editorial A4

Norovirus rise
Several units at Rutland 

Regional Medical Center are 

placed under “precautions” 

because of an increase in 

incidence of norovirus.  A2

College scam
50 prominent people are 

charged with bribing colleges 

to gain admission for their 

children.  B4

Thursday
CELTIC KNOTS

Workshop to explore the ancient 

art of Celtic Knots. Space is limited. 

Preregistration is required. $2 fee 

for supplies, 2-3 p.m. Castleton 

Community Center, 2108 Main St., 

Castleton, homested@shoreham.net, 

468-3093.

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

Officials at College of St. Joseph 
are not naming a potential partner 
who could help the school retain 
its accreditation, but Jay Kenlan, 
chairman of the college board 
of trustees, said the board voted 
unanimously to support a plan put 
forward by President Jennifer Scott.

“I think the entire board realized 
that the decision that we made 
(Monday) was a decision to either 
support Jennifer’s plan or to close 
the college. We didn’t have a Plan 
B. Plan A was what was being pro-
posed by Jennifer and it seemed 
to be the only viable choice for 
getting us through this and I think 
everyone on the board and all the 

staff and faculty and, hopefully, stu-
dents as well, understand that. No 
one is contemplating the changes 
that Jennifer may have to make in 
that college easily or without a lot 
of soul-searching, but it’s the only 
choice we have,” Kenlan said.

Among the possible changes at 
the college are a reduction in staff-
ing and sending undergraduates to 

other colleges, Kenlan said.
However, Kenlan said board 

members are optimistic about the 
future of CSJ.

“I will tell you that the plan is a 
plan that we believe, when we pres-
ent the plan to NECHE (the New 
England Commission of Higher 

College board backs plan

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Chris Stanton holds Fair Haven’s new Pet Mayor, Lincoln, as she is sworn in by Town Clerk Suzanne DeChame, right, during a quick ceremony 
during a Select Board meeting Tuesday evening. Lincoln’s goat friend, Lucy, is at left.

City at work on sign regulation
By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

City officials are promising care-
ful consideration of the proposed 
sign ordinance.

The Planning Commission’s draft 
was unveiled and sent to the Board 
of Aldermen for consideration in 
early January. The Charter and 
Ordinance Committee held a hear-
ing on it late last month, presided 
over by Alderman Christopher 
Ettori, the committee’s vice chair-
man. Ettori said with the annual 
post-election reorganization of the 
board taking place next week, the 

next hearing won’t happen before 
April at the earliest.

The ordinance, aimed 
at beautifying the city’s 
commercial districts, 
reduces the largest 
allowable size of signs 
in the city, bans inter-
nally lit signs outside 
downtown and bans 
signs with electronic 
messages. Existing signs 
would be grandfathered, 
though a number of circum-
stances could trigger a requirement 
that businesses bring their signs 

into compliance with the newer 
rules. Also, the ordinance divides 

the city into five districts with 
different signage rules.

T h e  c o m m i t t e e 
ended the last meeting 
with a list of questions 
and discussion points.

“We real ly  were 
trying to look at parts 

of the sign ordinance,” 
he said. “I don’t think 

anyone has a sense of the 
ordinance overall, where it’s 

going to go.”
Ettori said his sense of the board 

was that the general opinion is that 
the ordinance contains “a good 
product,” but needs to be thor-
oughly examined.

“I know it won’t look exactly like 
the proposed ordinance, but I do 
think something will come out of 
committee, and we’ll have some-
thing in a couple months,” he said.

The discussion points generated 
by the committee include the 
rationale for the size requirements, 
whether the districts should be 
rearranged to map to city zoning, 

ALL HAIL MAYOR LINCOLN

VCS plans new 
construction

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

NORTH CLARENDON 
— The Vermont Country 
Store says it won’t rebuild 
a 16,000-square-foot ware-
house on Route 7B that 
burned down in October, 
but will instead add 12,000 
square feet to its existing 
facility in the spring.

The building that burned 
down was bought by Ver-
mont Country Store in 
July and was used to store 
retail items meant for sale 
during the holidays. The 
building hadn’t yet been 
equipped with a sprinkler 
system when a fire alarm 
alerted the Clarendon Fire 
Department to the blaze. 
It was a large, stubborn 
fire that was fought by the 
Clarendon, Kill ington, 
Danby, Mount Holly, Proc-
tor, Chittenden, Rutland 
City, Rutland Town, West 
Rutland, Tinmouth, Wall-
ingford and Shrewsbury fire 
departments, along with 
help from Rutland Regional 
Ambulance.

The warehouse wasn’t 

occupied when the fire 
occurred and there were 
no reported injuries. The 
building was considered 
a total loss and was torn 
down. Police said the cause 
of the fire was undeter-
mined, but not suspicious.

The building was an over-
flow warehouse, and while 
the value of the items inside 
was estimated to be in the 
millions of dollars, its loss 
didn’t disrupt holiday oper-
ations nor cost any seasonal 
workers their jobs.

“As we considered what 
to do next, it made the most 
sense for us to expand the 
existing footprint at our 
warehouse, rather than 
rebuild at the property on 
Route 7B,” said Vermont 
Country Store owner Eliot 
Orton in a Tuesday state-
ment. “We had considered 
expanding this facility in 
the past, so we had a design 
ready and some permits in 
place, which will expedite 
the construction process. 
This will potentially give us 

Stats show rising numbers
By WILSON RING

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MONTPELIER — The 
number of people appre-
hended along the U.S. 
border with Canada is con-
tinuing to climb, according 
to newly released statistics 
from U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection.

Statistics from the fiscal 

year that ended last Sept. 
30 show 4,316 people were 
apprehended near the 
more than 5,500-mile bor-
der last year, up from 3,027 
in 2017 and 2,283 in 2016.

Of the 2018 total, 963, 
or about 22 percent, were 
apprehended after illegally 
crossing the border from 
Canada, a figure that is a 

subset of the larger num-
ber, which includes people 
apprehended by border 
agents inside the United 
States near the Canadian 
border whom authorities 
were unaware of how they 
entered the country.

The northern border 

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

A cross-country skier glides by an ice fisherman with his dogs late in the day Tuesday 
afternoon at Kent Pond in Killington.

KENT POND CROSSING AFTER OCTOBER FIRE

ILLEGAL NORTHERN BORDER CROSSINGS
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