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Official’s post criticized
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SPOTLIGHT

A post on social media by an
alderman has spurred backlash
and discussions of white privilege
and racism among some in the
community.
This week, Alderman Paul Clifford posted a meme photograph
to his Facebook page depicting a

“The president can’t
stand the fact that
seeking protection in
the United States is
legal, so he’s doing
everything he can
to make the asylum
process as difficult
as possible.”

white woman and her three children seemingly in poverty-stricken
circumstances, with the caption
reading “White privilege: The ability to suffer life’s universal indignities without blaming another ethnic group,” according to a provided
screenshot of the post.
Clifford confirmed that he
posted the meme, but subsequently

refused to offer comment on
Monday.
Rutland High School history
teacher Jennie Gartner said the
photo in the July 14 post was brazen and proved that the ongoing
conversation around white privilege had a long way to go.
“When we say white privilege, we
don’t mean ‘I make $150,000 a year

and drive a Mercedes,’” Gartner
said. “We mean systemic racism.”
The post quickly circulated.
Alderwoman Lisa Ryan said she
found the post disrespectful and
deeply offensive.
“It’s hard for me to now be able
to sit in chambers,” Ryan said. “I
See Post, page A10

FLY ME TO THE MOON

Eleanor Acer of Human Rights
First, commenting on a move
by the Trump administration
to end asylum protections for
most migrants who arrive at
the U.S.-Mexico border. B8

In court
A decision is pending over
whether a Pittsford man
will be released to home
confinement while a charge
of involuntary manslaughter
is pending.
A3

Unveiled
Designs are unveiled for
Rutland’s next two downtown
sculptures.
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Citizen scientist and avid space historian Tom Estill, left, shows Liam Wolff, 9 and his brother Ellis, 7, a model of NASA’s Saturn V expendable rocket,
which was on display Monday at the Rutland Free Library along with rock samples taken from the moon. The event preceded a talk by Robert Place,
who worked as a NASA launch technician for the now 50-year-old Apollo mission, the anniversary of which is being celebrated all week at the library.

Today
MOUNTAIN BIKE RACES
All skill levels are invited to join us
for these 3 or 8 mile bikes, based
on ability, which wind through
the trails in Pine Hill Park. . $5,
6:30 p.m. Giorgetti Arena, 2 Oak
Street Extension, Rutland, info@
rutlandrec.com, 802-773-1822.

ONLINE
Like us on Facebook
to enjoy Rutland
Herald videos and
podcasts: facebook.
com/rutlandherald

$1.5M in grants for school security
By KATE BARCELLOS
STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — While students
enjoy the summer weather, schools
are already gearing up for their
return. On Monday, Gov. Phil Scott
announced the allocation of $1.5
million in funding for school security measures, a drop from the $4
million given last year during the
first cycle of the grants.

“Last year, this funded about
567 projects,” said Sunni Eriksen,
school safety grants manager for
Vermont Emergency Management
(VEM). “Grants are available only
to folks who didn’t receive them
last time.”
Eriksen said she didn’t know why
the funding was lower this cycle.
Due to the success of the program — Eriksen said they ran out

of funding for all of the different
projects — a second cycle was
planned with more open language
allowing both private and independent, as well as public educational
institutions to apply.
Initially, the grants toward security upgrades were inspired by Fair
Haven High School’s push for
security upgrades in the wake of an
encounter with an alleged would-be
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 JULY 15, 2019 DRAWS
Midday: 7-5-5 and 0-3-1-5
Evening: 0-1-5 and 4-9-0-4
New York State
1-1-7 LS9 and 9-4-4-3 LS20
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school shooter, Jack Sawyer.
“(We’re) working on an anonymous tip line, (and) increasing
access to reporting,” Eriksen said
about state efforts to increase
school security from the top down.
“There’s always more steps that we
can take.”
Last year, 242 schools around

This Modified race car, built by students at Stafford Technical Center, was on display Saturday during the 40th annual RAVE Car Club car show at the Vermont State Fairgrounds.

RAVE returns to Rutland
a Corvette on stilts made
an appearance on both
From bright candy red Saturday and Sunday, and
to sleek, foamy green, hard families milled around
tops and convertibles and sparkling specimens of
beyond — the RAVE
the best-kept cars
car show returned  More photos across the counfor its 40th event on Page A5.
ties, munching on
in Rutland this
slices of hot pizza
weekend, to a wave
and fresh pulled
of gear heads and car buffs pork as enthusiasts took
from across New England photos of their favorites
who gathered at the Ver- and examined the motors
mont State Fair Grounds to inside them.
see the hot wheels glisten.
Third year president
Around 175 cars, every- Sean Barrett said the idea to
thing from the Model A to bring antique automobiles
By KATE BARCELLOS
STAFF WRITER

and restored vehicles to put
on display originated back
in 1979 by car enthusiasts
in the Rutland area who
eventually gathered to form
the Rutland Area Vehicle
Enthusiasts, or RAVE.
“The first show was in
1980,” Barrett said.
And after last year’s successful family event, Barrett
said they started planning
for this year’s show the
very next day, planning
the 40 top-pick awards and
See RAVE, page A10

City homeowners will see
a slightly smaller tax bill this
year.
T h e B o a r d o f A l d e rmen voted Monday to set
the municipal tax rate
at $1.7763 per $100 of
assessed property value — a
decrease of roughly threetenths of a cent. With the
state-set homestead rate
also down on the education
side of the bill — $1.4577
from $1.4639 — homeowners with a $150,000 house
will see their combined tax
bill drop from $4,864,65 to
$4,850.99.
The non-residential rate,
however, went from $1.5579
to $1.6033 — a change that
Alderman William Gillam
noted applied to apartment
buildings as well as retail
and industrial properties.
“That’s not just hurting
businesses,” he said. “That’s
hurting renters in the city
of Rutland.”
The board also returned
the unassigned fund balance — surplus money
used as the city’s cash on
hand — to 10% of the budget, keeping with a policy
established in 2010 but

effectively suspected for the
last two years. Where to put
the fund balance was the
subject of the only debate
over the tax rate, with
Mayor David Allaire and a
handful of aldermen arguing to hold it at 9% another
year in order to further buy
down the tax rate.
City Treasurer Mary Markowski said she felt that with
the city running a surplus
— partly due to an increase
in revenues and partly due
to insurance premiums not
going up as much as anticipated — she felt it was the
right time to get the fund
balance back up to 10%.
She said the fund balance
allows the city to operate
without short-term borrowing and that she did not
expect to see further savings
on insurance.
Alderman Tom DePoy,
however, argued in favor
of keeping it at 9%, which
would have boosted the tax
savings on a $150,000 house
to about $46.
“I hear where Mary is
coming from and I heard
(former Treasurer Wendy
Wilton) when she was
See Rate, page A10

