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Midday: 3-4-3 and 1-2-0-9
Evening: 6-7-8 and 0-5-3-0 
New York State
6-7-5 LS18 and 7-6-7-3 LS23
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Today
SONG CIRCLE

Welcoming singers and acous-

tic players to share their music 

and play along with others — or 

just come to listen. Song book of 

traditional songs provided. Donations 

welcome, 7:15-9:15 p.m. Godnick 

Adult Center, 1 Deer St., Rutland, 

775-1182.

Budget proposal approved

Demographics drive wildlife bills

Downtown speed drop eyed

Russia hackers 
target Burisma 
computer data

By JIM SABATASO

STAFF WRITER

Health care and compensation costs 
are chief among expenses driving up 
the proposed Rutland City Public 
School District budget for fiscal year 
2021.

The budget, if approved by voters on 
Town Meeting Day in March, would be 
up roughly $4 million to $58,792,157, 
a 7.3% increase from last year.

Overall health care costs are up 12% 

over fiscal year 2020. Chief Financial 
Officer Mary Alma Noonan said the 
figure is “independent of the new state 
health care plan.”

“We don’t have options to provide 
better benefits than what’s in this 
plan,” she said in her presentation to 
School Board commissioners Tuesday 
evening.

Noonan said compensation is 79% 
of total expenses.

The equalized homestead tax rate 

has yet to be set by the state.
The common level of appraisal 

is, however, a matter of contention. 
Interim Superintendent David Wolk 
said City Appraiser Barry Keefe will 
appeal the state to reconsider the cur-
rent figure, which is reportedly several 
percentage points lower than last year.

Spending per equalized pupil is up 
3.2% from last year to $15,927, which 
still puts Rutland lower than the state-
wide average.

“All the things driving it are out of 
our control,” Courcelle said.

Board member Hurley Cavacas Jr., 
agreed, citing additional spending 
increases in special education and 
employee salaries set by collective bar-
gaining agreements.

On the savings side, Wolk com-
mended Noonan for keeping 
expenses relatively flat outside of 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

M O N T P E L I E R  —  A 
lawmaker from Williston 
has proposed bills aimed 
at refining the mission and 
funding of the state Fish 
& Wildlife Department 
in the face of changing 
demographics.

The two bills, H.581 and 
H.582, were introduced 
by  House  Rep .  J ames 

McCullough, D-Williston, 
who sits  on the House 
Committee on Natural 
Resources, Fish and Wild-
life. McCullough said it’ll 
likely be a few weeks before 
the bills are taken up by the 
committee, as it’s working 
on Act 250 changes first, 
but said he felt both have 
the support to advance.

H.581 would create the 
“Vermont Working Group 

on Wildlife Funding,” which 
would look at other ways to 
fund the department, given 
that hunting license sales 
have been declining over 
the years.

The second bill, H.582, 
amends the mission of the 
Fish & Wildlife Department.

“The bil l  would pro-
vide that fish, wildlife and 
fur-bearing species shall 
not be managed to serve a 

special interest sector. The 
bill provides that the pri-
mary mission of the Depart-
ment of Fish & Wildlife and 
the Board is the conserva-
tion and protection of fish, 
wildlife, plants and their 
habitats. The bill further 
provides that the gover-
nance of wildlife in the 
state shall be carried out in 
accordance with the North 
American Model of Wildlife 

Conservation,” it reads.
McCullough said the 

North American Model 
of Wildlife Conservation 
was drafted in the mid-
1800s and has been what 
many wildlife management 
groups in North America 
look to for guiding princi-
ples when setting policies. 
McCul lough  sa id  th i s 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

The city will take another 
look at dropping the down-
town speed limit to 25 mph.

The Community and Eco-
nomic Development Com-
mittee held a broad-ranging 
discussion about pedestrian 
safety Tuesday. Alderwoman 
Melinda Humphrey said 
she had no specific “action 
plan” for the meeting and 
no motion emerged from 

it, but everyone present sup-
ported lowering the speed 
limit downtown and Alder-
woman Rebecca Mattis said 
she would have the subject 
added to the agenda of the 
next Traffic Safety Commit-
tee meeting.

The meeting opened with 
a presentation about pedes-
trian safety by the Rutland 
Area Robotics Club. Stu-
dents from the club per-
formed a sketch in which 

two students are run over 
by a truck and then various 
crosswalk safety measures 
are explored. These ranged 
from light-up signs to plac-
ing reflective flags at cross-
ings for pedestrians to carry.

The students brought 
data with them showing that 
since 2009, 151 pedestrians 
and cyclists in Rutland had 
been killed or injured in 

By FRANK BAJAK

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

B O S T O N  —  A  U . S . 
cybersecurity company says 
Russian military agents 
have successfully hacked 
the Ukrainian gas company 
at the center of the scandal 
that led to President Don-
ald Trump’s impeachment.

Russian agents launched 
a phishing campaign in 
early November to steal the 
login credentials of employ-
ees of Burisma Holdings, 
the gas company, according 
to Area 1 Security, a Silicon 
Valley company that special-
izes in email security.

Hunter Biden, son of 
former U.S. vice president 
and Democratic presiden-
tial hopeful Joe Biden, pre-
viously served on Burisma’s 
board.

It was not clear what 
the hackers were looking 
for or may have obtained, 
said Area 1’s CEO, Oren 
Falkowitz, who called the 
findings “incontrovertible” 
and posted an eight-page 
report .  The t iming of 
the operation raises the 

possibility that Russian 
agents could be searching 
for material damaging to 
the Bidens or scheming to 
plant forged data and sow 
misinformation online.

The House of Represen-
tatives impeached Trump 
in December for abusing 
the power of his office by 
enlisting the Ukrainian 
government to investigate 
Biden, a political rival, 
ahead of the 2020 election. 
A second charge accused 
Trump of obstructing a 
congressional investigation 
into the matter.

“Our report doesn’t make 
any claims as to what the 
intent of the hackers were, 
what they might have been 
looking for, what they are 
going to do with their suc-
cess. We just point out that 
this is a campaign that’s 
going on,” said Falkowitz, 
a former National Security 
Agency offensive hacker 
whose company’s clients 
include candidates for U.S. 
federal elected offices.
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A small village of ice fishermen has sprung up on Lake Bomoseen in Castleton as lake ice solidifies.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

A two-faced snowman greets motorists traveling both ways on Route 23 in Weybridge 
on a snowy day recently.

AWAITING DEEPER FREEZE

FRIENDLY WAVEENERGY COMPANY AT HEART OF SCANDALWWW.RUTLANDHERALD.COM/

SPORTSPODCAST

RUTLAND HERALD 

LOCAL SPORTS 

PODCAST

Pitch
T e 

St  ea  

   

Ready to vote
Speaker of the U.S. House 

of Representatives Nancy 

Pelosi, of California, an-

nounced Tuesday that she 

will call a vote today to send 

the two articles of impeach-

ment voted on and passed 

last month to the Senate. 

Impeachment trial in the 

Senate could begin as soon 

as Thursday.  B8
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