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“None of this is 
surprising. We see it 
every election cycle. 

But a gun is not 
going to scare the 
pandemic away, or 
business to reopen. 
That is going to take 
a different level of 
self-protection and 

safety.”
Editorial, A4

Health news
Some of the answers to bat-
tling heart disease go back, 
well, centuries.  B6

Barrett confirmed, 52-48

Board member provides apology

Sentencing in contested case

Free school 
meal waivers 
are extended

By LISA MASCARO
 THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Amy Coney 
Barrett was confirmed to the 
Supreme Court late Monday by a 
deeply divided Senate, Republicans 
overpowering Democrats to install 
President Donald Trump’s nomi-
nee days before the election and 
secure a likely conservative court 
majority for years to come.

Trump’s choice to fill the vacancy 

of the late liberal icon Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg potentially opens a new era 
of rulings on abortion, the Afford-
able Care Act and even his own elec-
tion. Democrats were unable to stop 
the outcome, Trump’s third justice 
on the court, as Republicans race to 
reshape the judiciary.

Barrett is 48, and her lifetime 
appointment as the 115th justice 
will solidify the court’s rightward 
tilt.

Monday’s vote was the closest 
high court confirmation ever to a 
presidential election, and the first 
in modern times with no support 
from the minority party. The spik-
ing COVID-19 crisis has hung over 
the proceedings. Vice President 
Mike Pence’s office said Monday 
he would not preside at the Senate 
session unless his tie-breaking vote 
was needed after Democrats asked 
him to stay away when his aides 

tested positive for COVID-19. The 
vote was 52-48, and Pence’s vote was 
not necessary.

With Barrett’s confirmation 
assured, Trump was expected to 
celebrate with a primetime swear-
ing-in event at the White House. 
Justice Clarence Thomas was set to 
administer the Constitutional Oath, 
a senior White House official said.

By JIM SABATASO
STAFF WRITER

NORTH CLARENDON — A 
School Board member’s apology 
was not enough for some residents 
at last Wednesday’s Mill River Uni-
fied Union School District School 
Board meeting.

At the start of the meeting, held 

via Zoom and watched by about 
more than 40 people, board mem-
ber Liz Filskov apologized for com-
ments she made in private emails to 
a fellow board member regarding 
a former Wallingford Elementary 
School parent’s request to display 
an Asian Lives Matter flag in the 
district.

On June 24, Brian McFarren 
emailed board member Maria 
French to request that a “yellow 
lives matter” flag be displayed. 
McFarren, a Rutland resident and 
his two children who live in Wall-
ingford, are Japanese-American.

McFarren has since withdrawn 
his children from the district due 

to both the flag issue and the dis-
trict’s remote-learning plan. He 
confirmed in an email Monday that 
he would “no longer push for a flag 
for the Asian community.”

Several days prior to McFar-
ren’s June request, the board had 

By PATRICK MCARDLE
STAFF WRITER

A man whose case was 
one of three that Rutland 
County State’s Attorney 
Rose Kennedy said con-
tained enough substantive 
errors that her office could 
no longer prosecute a 
Rutland City Police Depart-
ment officer’s cases was sen-
tenced to serve two years on 
Monday.

Malcolm J. Campbell, 36, 
was arraigned in Rutland 

criminal court in January 
2019 on felony charges 
of first-degree aggravated 
domestic assault and sexual 
assault based on incidents 
that allegedly happened 
in January 2019 on State 
Street.

In November 2019, a Rut-
land County jury convicted 
Campbell on the domestic 
assault charge but the jury 
was hung on the sexual 
assault charge.

Campbell had reached an 

agreement with the state for 
the terms of his sentence, 
imposed on Monday, for 
five to 10 years in prison, 
all suspended except for 
two years. He will spend five 
years on probation.

Because of time already 
spent in prison, Campbell 
will be eligible for release 
this January.

Daron Raleigh, an assis-
tant state’s attorney for 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 
STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Rule 
waivers granted to Ver-
mont and other states in 
March that allow children 
to receive free breakfast 
and lunch through schools 
have been extended until 
the end of June.

“It’s a nationwide waiver. 
Right now any school in 
the country can choose to 
operate in this special way. 
This is really an extension 
of what has been happen-
ing since March, since the 
schools closed,” said Anore 
Horton, executive director 
of Hunger Free Vermont.

In March, the pandemic 
forced schools to close, but 
meal programs designed to 
take effect during a disaster 
were offered through the 
summer, and many of the 
normal rules surround-
ing them were waived by 
the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture.

Horton said a big change 
was making all meals free, 
so the schools wouldn’t 
have to spend time tracking 
which kids were eligible for 
them.

“There’s lots of other 
rules that also got waived,” 
said Horton. “For meals 
to be delivered to kids at 
home, that’s not allowed 
under the normal program, 
for parents to come and 
pick up multiple days worth 
of meals at a time, that’s not 
allowed under the normal 
program. These things are 
happening now because of 
the pandemic.”

Getting these waivers 
extended by the USDA 
took some convincing, she 
said, adding that Vermont’s 
congressional delegation 
took the lead on the issue 
and eventually the USDA 
made the waiver extension 
nationwide.

Hunger Free Vermont, 
and other hunger orga-
nizations, plan to talk the 
USDA into extending the 
waivers at least through 
summer 2021. She said 
people should seek to use 
the free meals program, as 
it helps the schools and the 
farmers producing food for 
the meals.

“We want  to  get  the 
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Brown Covered Bridge in Shrewsbury shown on a dreary Monday. The bridge was originally built in 1880 by Vermonter Nichols M. Powers. It is 
in the U.S. National Register of Historic Places. The bridge was also designated as a National Historic Landmark in 2014.

PHOTO BY HANNAH DICTON

A rainy and foggy day across the county made for a darker-than-usual commute 
home on Route 4 in West Rutland. More seasonal weather is in the forecast, which 
appears on A2.
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Check it out online at 
www.rutlandherald.com/archive
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Somewhere in 
Rutland history is an 
article about you, a 
relative or a friend 
playing high school 
sports. Or an ad for 
a place that brings 

back good memories.
Or an event you were 
connected to. Use this 
archive to remember 

the past and learn 
about our history. 

See Campbell, page  A7See Meals, page  A7

MRUUSD

See Apology, page  A5

See Barrett, page  A7


