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Mascot name back on table

Meeting set about retail thefts

Half the county 
is vaccinated

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

The new Rutland City School 
B o a r d  c h a i r m a n  s a y s  t h e 
“Raider” name is back on the 
table but the arrowhead logo is 
unlikely to return.

“The logo has to go,” Hurley 
Cavacas said Wednesday. “It has to 
be eliminated. That’s a certainty.”

C a v a c a s  w a s  e l e c t e d  t h e 
new chairman at the board’s 

reorganizational meeting Tues-
day, ousting Board Member Ali-
son Notte in a 6-5 vote. Toward 
the end of the meeting, Board 
Member Stephanie Stoodley, 
one of the new members elected 
on a platform of restoring the 
“Raider” team name, made a 
motion to do just that and the 
meeting promptly descended 
into shouting.

The board voted last year to 

do away with the Raider name 
and arrowhead logo in response 
to concerns they were cultur-
ally insensitive, but the move 
prompted a strong public back-
lash. The board voted in March 
to adopt a new name and logo, 
“the Rutland Ravens,” but Cava-
cas and the other supporters of 
the “Raider” name claim the 
vote was held improperly and 
Cavacas has stated he intends to 

use his authority as chairman to 
declare it void.

Amidst all the procedural argu-
ments, action on the issue was 
postponed to the board’s May 
meeting. Cavacas hinted Wednes-
day at the possibility of using the 
Raider name, but in a way devoid 
of any Native American imagery 
and references — the school’s 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

Frustrated by a sharp rise 
in retail thefts on the south 
end of town, near Green 
Mountain Plaza, town and 
city law enforcement plan 
to meet with local officials 
and county lawmakers 
next week to discuss the 
problem.

At the Tuesday meeting 

of the Rutland Town Select 
Board, Town Police Chief 
Ed Dumas informed the 
board that a remote meet-
ing has been scheduled at 
2 p.m. April 22. Among 
those invited are Rutland 
City Mayor David Allaire, 
the Department for Chil-
dren and Families (DCF), 
himself, and Rutland Coun-
ty’s three state senators.

In early March, the board 
voted to move Dumas out 
of his role as an investigator 
at the Child First Advocacy 
Center and onto patrol 
shifts for the town. Dumas 
spent several years at CFAC 
investigating sex crimes.

Since the end of last year, 
there has been a sharp 
increase in the number of 
retail theft complaints from 

the Green Mountain Plaza.
“Because of the increased 

activity in the Green Moun-
tain Plaza area and the 
number of  complaints 
we’ve received down there, 
I took it upon myself to go 
to the area businesses on 
the south end of town to 
speak to the managers and 
see how things are going,” 
Dumas told the board on 

Tuesday. He plans to share 
the statements from busi-
ness owners at the April 22 
meeting.

Also, he said he’s spoken 
to Cmdr. Greg Sheldon, 
of the Rutland City Police 
Department.

“They’re suffering the 
same issues we are from 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

A little more than half 
of the residents of Rutland 
and Washington counties 
have gotten at least one 
vaccination shot to protect 
against COVID-19, accord-
ing to the Vermont Depart-
ment of Health online vac-
cination dashboard.

In Washington County, 
the percentage is 51.7 and 
Rutland County is slightly 
behind at 51.2.

Overall, 49.1% of Ver-
mont’s population has 
gotten one or both of the 
necessary shots.

Barbara Quealy, a regis-
tered nurse and adminis-
trative director for primary 
care and COVID-19 support 
services at Central Vermont 

Medical Center, said staff at 
the Berlin hospital was “very 
proud.”

She said the vaccines 
were first given at the hos-
pital at the end of 2020.

“When i t  was  hospi -
tal-based, here, we had a 
team working through our 
convergence room and 
even in the corner of a 
lobby. They had provided 
over 8,400 vaccines. Since 
we opened up the new 
facility over at the former JC 
Penney, over at the Berlin 
Mall, we have been ale to 
administer now over 8,500 
vaccines for a total of over 
17,000 vaccines adminis-
tered,” she said.

Claudio Fort, president 
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June Hudson places vibrantly colored flowers in a small greenhouse outside her home in Rutland City.
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John and Madine Williams wait for the fish to bite as they enjoy the sunshine and blue 
skies along Otter Creek in Rutland.
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Ex-cop charged
A former Minneapolis police 

officer was charged with 

second-degree manslaughter 

for killing motorist Daunte 

Wright.  A8

Shrine Bowl
The Vermont and New 

Hampshire rosters were 

announced for the Shrine 

Maple Sugar Bowl senior 

football game in August.  B1
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See Agenda, page  A5

See Meeting, page  A5

See COVID, page  A5


