
New mascot
RHS Principal Greg Schil-

linger confirms the Ravens 

will be the new Rutland City 

Public Schools mascot.  A2

Survey says
Vermont Youth Project’s 2nd 

survey reports young people 

feel more isolated, anxious and 

in search of connection.  A3
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City leader tests positive

Breathing easier

Study: Vaccine 
might reduce 
transmission

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Board of Aldermen President 
Matthew Whitcomb said this week 
he has tested positive for COVID-19.

The illness was why Whitcomb 
was absent from the Board of Alder-
men meeting Monday, though 
Whitcomb said Wednesday he is 
feeling fine.

“I’m one of the insanely lucky 
people in that I’ve been almost 

entirely asymptomatic,” Whitcomb 
said.

Whitcomb said his test was 
Thursday of last week. He said 
he woke up the day before with a 
slight cough, but thought little of 
it because of the cold, dry weather. 
He also had just undergone a treat-
ment he receives every six months 
for his multiple sclerosis, and he 
typically gets a minor cold shortly 
afterward.

“It felt identical to that,” he said 
— a very slight cough but otherwise 
he felt fine.

Whitcomb works as an admin-
istrator at Dartmouth-Hitchcock 
Medical Center and was scheduled 
to go into the facility the next 
day. He said he called to report 
his respiratory symptoms and was 
initially told not to bother getting 
tested owing to his lack of other 
symptoms. Whitcomb said he 

persisted largely out of a sense of 
responsibility and was surprised 
when it came back positive.

Dartmouth-Hitchcock replied 
to inquiries with an email saying 
that everyone entering the hos-
pital has their temperature taken 
and is questioned about symptoms 
and possible exposure. Everyone 
in a Dartmouth-Hitchcock facility 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

It was a Friday in December when 
Nick Monaco, of Rutland, got the 
call that would change his life.

“Julie and I had just finished 
lunch and the telephone rang,” 
said Monaco. “That was the call 
coming in from (Ann Marie Rad-
wich) who said we have a set of 
lungs for you. We would like you to 

start heading to Boston.”
Monaco, 58, has chronic obstruc-

tive pulmonary disease (COPD), 
which in his case stems from a 
genetic problem that keeps his 
body from producing an enzyme 
needed for his lungs to stay strong. 
He’s known about it since he was 
in his 20s, but it wasn’t until 2016 
that his doctors told him his time 
was about to run out and that he 

needed a double-lung transplant.
Radwich is a member of the trans-

plant team, and was Monaco’s con-
tact person for when a donor was 
found. Monaco has been getting 
treatment at Massachusetts General 
Hospital in Boston. He often goes 
with his wife, Julie, a paginator at 
the Rutland Herald, and they’re 
often accompanied by one of their 
daughters or sons-in-law.

After the call that Friday, they 
were off to Boston in about an 
hour.

“We were thinking, too, this 
could have been a dry-run, because 
back in July 2020 I got a call and 
we got half an hour away from the 
hospital, and they called and said 
they were sorry, but they couldn’t 

By DANICA KIRKA and LAUREN NEERGAARD

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 vaccine shows 
a hint that it may reduce transmission 
of the virus and offers strong protection 
for three months on just a single dose, 
researchers said Wednesday in an encour-
aging turn in the campaign to suppress 
the outbreak.

The preliminary findings from Oxford 
University, a co-developer of the vaccine, 
could vindicate the British government’s 
controversial strategy of delaying the 
second shot for up to 12 weeks so that 
more people can be quickly given a first 
dose. Up to now, the recommended time 
between doses has been four weeks.

The research could also bring scientists 
closer to an answer to one of the big ques-
tions about the vaccination drive: Will the 
vaccines actually curb the spread of the 
coronavirus?
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Nick and Julie Monaco are all smiles at their home on James Street in Rutland after Nick’s double-lung transplant was a success. Nick went to 
Massachusetts General Medical Center in Boston for the intensive operation and has been recovering rapidly since the transplant.
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As the snow continues to fall, a city resident is seen clearing the sidewalk off Route 7 in Rutland City.
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Rutland man doing well after double-lung transplant

See Study, page  A5

See Lungs, page  A5

See Whitcomb, page  A5

On the grind
An injury in high school 

helped Rutland native Joe 

Caligiuri find his passion for 

training.  B1


