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 � JAN. 16, 2020 DRAWS
Midday: 9-3-0 and 1-0-4-7
Evening: 7-6-9 and 0-2-5-0
New York State
3-1-0 LS4 and 8-6-7-7 LS28

 � JAN. 15, 2020 DRAWS
POWERBALL: 39-41-53-55-
68 PB: 19
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“Quite a week 

of substantive 

accomplishments for 

the nation, for the 

president and for our 

international trade.”

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., just before 
passage of the USMCA trade 
agreement which rewrites 

rules of trade with Canada and 
Mexico. — A7

Hepatitis outbreak
The Vermont Department of 

Health declared Thursday 

that a statewide outbreak of 

hepatitis A is underway.  A3

Raising the wall
Department of Homeland 

Security asks the Pentagon 

to pay for 270 miles of the 

border wall as part of the 

administration’s ongoing 

counter-narcotics effort.  A10

Sunday
MUSIC ON TAP

Folk/rock songwriter Nancy Carey 

Johnson will be joined by Barry 

Schoenwetter in a mix of covers 

and originals. 7-10 p.m. Hide-A-

Way Tavern, 42 Center St., Rutland, 

booking@hideawaytavernvt.com.

Lawmakers push gun bills

Trump impeachment trial begins

Vt. has $80K to boost tourism

RCPS search 
well underway

By LISA RATHKE

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MONTPELIER — Vermont law-
makers are proposing a number 
of gun-related restrictions that 
they say are aimed at keeping Ver-
monters and their children safe, 
including a waiting period, after 
Republican Gov. Phil Scott vetoed 
a similar measure last session.

Some senators and advocates 

gathered at a State House news 
conference Thursday to call for 
more gun safety measures.

“We are all here today to create a 
safer Vermont, one where hunting 
and sport shooting are valued but 
not over public safety for the state 
at large,” said Sen. Philip Baruth, 
a Democrat and Progressive from 
Chittenden County. “Too many 
Vermonters are killed with guns in 

suicides and homicide; too many 
domestic partners are controlled 
or killed with firearms.”

Baruth has proposed a bill that 
would prohibit the possession of 
semiautomatic assault weapons in 
a variety of places, such as publicly 
owned buildings or offices, houses 
of worship, public parks, stadiums 
and theaters. Another bill, intro-
duced by Sens. Ruth Hardy and 

Alison Clarkson, both Democrats, 
would require a 72-hour wait-
ing period for the purchase of a 
firearm.

In the House, legislation has 
been introduced requiring people 
who have restraining orders against 
them relinquish all firearms until 
the orders expire.

By LISA MASCARO

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The 
U.S. Senate opened the 
impeachment trial of Pres-
ident Donald Trump with 
quiet ceremony Thursday 
— senators standing at their 
desks to swear an oath of 
“impartial justice” as jurors, 
House prosecutors formally 
reciting the charges and 

Chief Justice John Roberts 
presiding.

The trial, only the third 
such undertaking in Amer-
ican history, is unfolding 
at the start of the election 
year, a time of deep politi-
cal division in the nation. 
Four of the senators sitting 
in judgment on Trump 
are running for the Dem-
ocratic Party’s nomination 

to challenge him in the fall.
“Hear ye, hear ye, hear 

ye!” intoned the Senate’s 
sergeant at arms, calling 
the proceedings to order 
just past noon.

Senators filled the cham-
ber, an unusual sight in 
itself, sitting silently under 
strict rules that prohibit 
talking or cellphones, for a 
trial that will test not only 

Trump’s presidency but also 
the nation’s three branches 
of power and its system of 
checks and balances.

The Constitution man-
dates the chief justice serve 
as the presiding officer, and 
Roberts made the short trip 
across the street from the 
Supreme Court to the Cap-
itol. He has long insisted 
judges are not politicians 

and is expected to serve as a 
referee for the proceedings. 
Senators rose quickly when 
he appeared in his plain 
black robe.

“Will all senators now 
stand, and remain standing, 
and raise their right hand,” 
Roberts said.

“Do you solemnly swear 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Tour-
ism and marketing groups 
have until the middle of 
February to try tapping a 
new $80,000 grant program 
aimed at attracting more 
people to the state.

The Agency of Com-
merce and Community 
Development announced 
Wednesday that it’s accept-
ing applications for the 
“Regional Marketing and 
Recruitment Grant Pro-
gram,”  which through 
Act 80 of 2019 allocated 

$80,000 for projects related 
to bolstering the workforce 
and attracting people to the 
state to either visit or live.

The deadline to apply is 
Feb. 15. Applicants have to 
match dollar for dollar what 
they apply for. The appli-
cation can be completed 
online at bit.ly/0116Mar-
ket, where more details can 
also be found.

Those who’d heard of 
the program said Thursday 
they’d likely seek funds to 
bolster existing efforts and 
programs.

M i k e  C o p p i n g e r , 

executive director of the 
Killington Pico Area Asso-
ciation, said he’d heard 
this announcement might 
be coming, and now that 
it’s been made, it might be 
time to get the members 
of the Killington Valley ini-
tiative into a meeting. The 
initiative was started in 2016 
and involved the KPAA, the 
Rutland Region Chamber 
of Commerce, the Rutland 
Economic Development 
Corp. and the Chamber 
of Commerce, and some 

By JIM SABATASO

STAFF WRITER

 The Rutland City Public 
Schools District is one step 
closer to finding a new 
superintendent.

The application window 
for internal candidates 
closed last week, accord-
ing to Dick Courcelle, 
chairman of the district’s 
board of commissioners. 
Courcelle said Thursday the 
job drew interest from indi-
viduals within the district, 
but would not disclose the 
exact number of applica-
tions they received.

The job of superinten-
dent became available in 
August when the board 
accepted then-superinten-
dent Adam Taylor’s request 
to be placed on indefinite 
leave through the end of 
his contract in June 2020. 
The request followed the 
board’s formation of a com-
mittee to renegotiate Tay-
lor’s contract and develop 
an improvement plan.

In September, the board 
hired former district super-
intendent David Wolk as 
interim superintendent.

According to Courcelle, 
there are currently “6 or 7” 
individuals in the district 
who have a superintendent 
endorsement. He added 
that there are also other 

individuals who are eligible 
for the endorsement, but 
did not know exactly how 
many.

The board will meet Jan. 
21, to review applications 
and set up interviews with 
prospective candidates, 
which will be conducted the 
following week. Courcelle 
said he hopes to have an 
offer on the table by early 
February. If no clear choice 
emerges, he said the board 
will be ready to open an 
external search.

While unable to comment 
on specifics, fellow board 
member Hurley Cavacas Jr. 
said he believes “we have 
strong candidates.”

Cavacas said they are 
looking for someone with 
good leadership skills and 
who can work well under 
pressure. Ultimately, he 
said, the ideal candidate will 
be able to “help navigate 
the, I believe, financially 
troubling times on the hori-
zon for most school districts 
in Vermont.”

Courcelle said the board 
hopes to have someone 
hired by spring so the new 
superintendent can work 
with Wolk to ensure a 
smooth transition.

jim.sabataso  
@rutlandherald.com

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Four horses relax and enjoy a tasty snack of hay on Wednesday afternoon at a farm in Benson along Route 22A.

JEB WALLACE-BRODEUR / STAFF PHOTO

Citizens and lawmakers dance Wednesday night to the music of the Nisht Geferlach 
Klezmer Band during the first free Farmers’ Night performance of the season at the 
State House in Montpelier. Next Wednesday will feature the Vermont Symphony Or-
chestra with Music Director Jaime Laredo’s final Farmers’ Night program.

SNACKTIME AT THE FARM

FARMERS’ NIGHT

NEW RESTRICTION LEGISLATION

SEEKING SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT
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