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 � JULY 10, 2019 DRAWS
Midday: 8-8-3 and 4-4-8-0
Evening: 9-3-4 and 9-6-7-4
New York State
7-3-3LS13 and 7-6-2-6 LS21

 � JULY 9, 2019 DRAWS
Powerball: 7-9-26-44-68 PB:3
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“It sickens me that this 

is this is the United 

States of America. We 

are so much better 

than this.”

Democratic Rep. Pramila 
Jayapal, of Washington state, 
a former immigrant advocate, 

commenting on the Trump 
administration’s plans for 
a nationwide immigration 

enforcement operation this 
weekend targeting migrant 

families. — B4

Drake takes it
With a masterful final round, 

Drake Hull soared to his 

third straight Vermont Am 

championship, matching the 

record set by Rutland Coun-

try Club’s most celebrated 

member, Tom Pierce.  B1

Saturday
ACOUSTIC DUO

Twangtown Paramours, a husband 

and wife acoustic duo. A hybrid 

of the Nashville and Austin music 

scenes. 7:30 p.m. Concert tickets 

$20. BYOB. $20, 7:30-9:45 p.m. 

Brandon Music, 62 Country Club 

Road, Brandon, edna@brandon-mu-

sic.net, 247-4295.

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Candice Britt knew she 
wanted to come back to 
Rutland, and Green Moun-
tain Power made it a lot 
easier.

Britt and her husband, 
Matt Britt, were among the 
finalists last year in GMP’s 

house giveaway, and they 
are the first of the finalists 
to take advantage of the 
utility’s consolation-prize 
offer of $10,000 to help 
relocate to Rutland. Origi-
nally from North Carolina, 
Britt previously lived in 
Rutland from late 2015 to 
early 2017.

“I used to work at a bed 
and breakfast in Killington,” 
she said. “One of the things 
I loved about Rutland was 
when I moved, it was an 
instant sense of community. 
... Within a month’s time, I 
was going to Rutland Young 
Professionals events. Within 
two months time, I was 

helping out with the events 
committee. ... I loved how 
everything revolved around 
helping each other. The 
school’s having a raffle or 
the Rotary’s selling Christ-
mas trees in the park. That 
was lacking where I come 
from. I came from a large 
metropolis. I wanted the 

small-town feel, and now I 
have it.”

Organizer Steve Costello 
said the regional marketing 
initiative has stayed in touch 
with several of the semi-fi-
nalists, applying the same 
approach it does to families 

City exerts gravitational pull

Death Race picks up the bricks

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

PITTSFIELD — The Town Hall 
chimney has fallen down, but par-
ticipants in the Spartan Death Race 
were on hand this week to gather 
up the bricks.

The chimney collapsed Saturday, 
and it just so happens that the 2019 

Spartan Death Race is being held 
this week. The race has partici-
pants complete various obstacles 
and challenges and has been held 
around Pittsfield since 2010, said 
race director Jason Barnes in a 
Thursday phone interview.

Barnes said the race has a tradi-
tion of incorporating public works 

projects. He said Select Board 
Chairman Charles Piso contacted 
him after the Town Hall chimney 
collapsed. About 70 racers worked 
Wednesday to clear up every bit of 
brick left on the ground in less than 
an hour.

Barnes said fostering a sense of 
community is one of the things the 

race aspires to do, and events like 
this help make that happen.

“The roots of the Death Race, 
Peak and Spartan are here in 
Pittsfield, and we couldn’t host 
the event without the support 
of the community,” said Andrew 

United Way’s 
shoe program 
off and running

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

The United Way is look-
ing to make sure local chil-
dren are covered from head 
to toe.

T h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ’s 
Rutland County chapter 
intends to double the size 
of a hastily launched pro-
gram buying shoes for chil-
dren in need and develop 
companion programs for 
hats and gloves, Executive 
Director Caprice Hover said 
Thursday.

“It was something we 
started off the cuff last year 
because we saw the need,” 
she said.

Hover said during dis-
cussions at a local food 
bank, she learned that a 
number of school teachers 
were paying out of their 
own pockets to buy shoes 
for their poorer students. 
She said she managed to 
scrape together $2,500 out 
of the United Way’s budget 
and got Carris Reels to 
match that with another 
$2,500, paying for 100 

pairs of shoes. These were 
distributed in Rutland City, 
Fair Haven, Castleton and 
Brandon.

“Unfortunately, we live 
in a high-poverty area,” she 
said. “Parents can buy some 
shoes at Walmart, but they 
don’t last. They’re wearing 
them for everything — 
indoors, outdoors, recre-
ation. We thought we could 
partner with businesses 
and get some high-quality 
shoes and then maybe if 
they outgrow them, they 
could bring them back to 
the school.”

Rut land Ci t y  Publ ic 
Schools Assistant Super-
intendent Rob Bliss, who 
worked with Hover on the 
project in the city schools, 
called it “another great 
example of how United 
Way of Rutland County sees 
a need and works to fill it.”

Now, Hover said, she 
wants to cast a wider net.

“We did not get county-
wide schools,” she said. 

Trump drops census demand
By JILL COLVIN 

and MARK SHERMAN

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Pres-
ident Donald Trump aban-
doned his controversial 
bid to demand citizenship 
details from all respon-
dents in next year’s census 
Thursday, instead directing 
federal agencies to try to 

compile the information 
using existing databases.

“It is essential that we 
have a clear breakdown of 
the number of citizens and 
non-citizens that make up 
the United States popula-
tion,” Trump said at a Rose 
Garden announcement. He 
insisted he was “not backing 
down.”

His reversal comes after 
the Supreme Court blocked 
his efforts to include the 
citizenship question and 
as the government had 
already begun the lengthy 
and expensive process of 
printing the census ques-
tionnaire without it.

And the free $10,000 didn’t hurt

ROBERT LAYMAN / STAFF PHOTO

Rutland Free Library was out of this world Thursday afternoon during the Astronauts 
in Training program it held for the public. Seen here, aspiring astronauts wear helmets 
they created from paper bags after completing various space-themed activities in 
the library’s Fox Room.

TO INFINITY AND BEYOND

PITTSFIELD

After Town Hall chimney falls, racers help out

ROBERT LAYMAN / STAFF PHOTO

Racers who flunked out of the 2019 Spartan Death Race look for redemption behind the Pittsfield Town Hall, which needed some community help after 
its chimney collapsed during the weekend. Competitors were allowed to help clean up the rubble following the collapse and given a chance to get back 
in Wednesday. They had competed without sleep for over 28 hours, covering 50 miles in various challenges.
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