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Slaters top Cosmos
Fair Haven baseball comes 

out ahead of Springfield’s 

Cosmos, 8-5, in both teams’ 

season opener.  B1

Got bees?
Vermont beekeepers 

detail some of the chal-

lenges they face heading 

into the 2019 season.  B4

Lawn tips
Raking the lawn seems 

like a good activity now, but 

again, depending on where 

you live, your lawn might 

not be ready for you.  C1

Celebrating 70+
“70+: Gero-Transcen-

dence,” the current 

exhibit at 77Art in Rutland 

celebrates a generation 

through art.  D1
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By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

After a year compiling 
presentations, building 
community support and 
submitting proposals to the 
School Board, the day had 
finally arrived: the Black 
Lives Matter flag flew Fri-
day from the Rutland High 
School flag pole.

“We are here on April 12 
marking the 158th anniver-
sary of the beginning of the 
U.S. Civil War, which was 
started when Southern sol-
diers fired on the U.S. garri-
son at Fort Sumter in South 
Carolina,” said student Alex 
White at the opening of the 

private ceremony for stu-
dents and staff Friday. “We 
are here to raise the Black 
Lives Matter flag, which will 
fly for 400 days ... because 
this year marks the 400th 
anniversary of the start of 
the British slave trade in the 
Americas.”

Members of the New 
Neighbors Club at RHS, 
which requested the flag be 

raised, addressed the crowd, 
introducing the “peaceful, 
nonviolent” Black Lives 
Matter movement and the 
Black Lives Matter Vermont 
group. The School Board 
voted March 26 to raise the 
flag, reaffirming that deci-
sion Tuesday.

“Author James Baldwin 
said, ‘Not everything that is 
faced can be changed, but 

nothing can be changed 
until it is faced,’” Alex 
White read.

The group read statistics 
about the history of discrim-
ination and violence against 
people of color that left an 
indelible mark on society 
through today.

“I want to recognize the 
significance of youth step-
ping up in order to provide 
support, voice their needs, 
represent their rights and 
stay true to their beliefs in 
the face of contentious and 
challenging times,” said 
Alderwoman Lisa Ryan. 
“You are all the pioneers 
and have created not only 

a foundation for those who 
come after you, but a mes-
sage. A message that says 
empowerment, and leader-
ship create opportunities.”

The group and their 
classmates led the audience 
of over 100, many of whom 
donned T-shirts with the 
words “Black Lives Matter” 
on them, outside to the 
parking lot of RHS, where 
they unfolded the newest 
addition to the school’s 
flagpole.

Rut land  Ci t y  Po l i ce 
Cmdr. Matt Prouty said 
police were informed that 

Still I rise

RCAS, 4-H plan barn upgrades
By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Horses are going to be central to 
this year’s Vermont State Fair.

The Rutland County Agricultural 
Society and 4-H are collaborating 
on a plan to move 4-H horse events 
from the southern end of the 
fairgrounds closer to the middle, 
renovating the old racing barn and 
building a new arena inside the 
fairgrounds’ main oval.

“You’ll be able to see all the activ-
ity going on from Route 7,” orga-
nizer Andrea Hathaway-Miglorie 
said.

Hathaway-Miglorie said volun-
teers will begin gutting the horse 
barn this weekend, and the project 
is expected to be complete by the 
end of the summer. Funds are still 
being raised for the project — spon-
sors can buy a plaque in one of the 
new stalls — but Hathaway-Miglorie 

said organizers are not sure exactly 
how much needs to be raised.

“We’re still getting estimates for 
materials, and we’re not going to 
have complete materials estimates 
for the barn until we gut it,” she 
said. “We just found out Monday 
night the plan we had for 10-by-10 
stalls is going to be more expensive 
than stalls the same size.”

Hathaway-Miglorie said she 
expects that without in-kind 

contributions the project would be 
in the neighborhood of $150,000. 
Fortunately, she said, contractors 
are lining up to help out, includ-
ing five excavating companies 
donating time and equipment.

“They’re all related to 4-H some-
how,” she said.

Fair  associat ion Pres ident 
Robert Congdon said there are 

Farmers’ markets thriving
By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

As winter  turns into 
spring, Greg Cox said it is 
a great time to be growing 
things in Rutland County.

“The only thing I really 
know a lot about is agri-
culture,” the owner of 
Boardman Hill Farm and 
president of the Vermont 
Farmers Food Center said 
this week while staffing a 

booth at the Rutland Busi-
ness Show. “The business 
climate in agriculture is 
filled with potential. Grow-
ing markets and an aware-
ness within the people that 
what they eat and where 
it comes from is critical 
to their health — that is a 
good climate to be in.”

Cox said that over the last 
decade, gross sales at the 
local farmers’ market have 

quadrupled from $500,000 
to $2 million. The eco-
nomic activity surrounding 
getting all those goods to 
market, he said, represents 
a total of about $5 million 
to the local economy. Also, 
he said it’s not just farmers’ 
markets that are seeing 
growth.

“The number of folks 

Bar shooter 
admits guilt

By MIKE DONOGHUE

CORRESPONDENT

BURLINGTON — A Rut-
land man who fired a gun 
inside a crowded city bar a 
year ago pleaded guilty Fri-
day in U.S. District Court 
in Burlington to a charge 
of being a convicted felon 
in possession of a firearm.

Jamal “Shawn” Hall, 41, 
got into a confrontation 
with a patron inside the 
Hide-A-Way Tavern on 
Center Street shortly after 
midnight on April 13, 2018, 
Rutland Police said.

A security video from 
the downtown bar showed 
another patron swing a fist 
at Hall, who removed a 
.40-caliber semi-automatic 
pistol from his waistband 
and fired at the patron, the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office said.

While fired at close range 
and a crowd was present, 
nobody was  wounded, 
but the slug hit a pool 
table, Rutland City Police 
reported. Police said a sec-
ond shot was fired as Hall 
fled out the back door.

Hall, who claimed other 
addresses  in Brooklyn 
and Troy, New York, will 
be sentenced July 29 by 
Judge Christina Reiss. She 
accepted the guilty plea, but 
postponed a decision on 
the signed seven-page plea 
agreement

Hall is prohibited from 
possessing any firearms 
because he is a convicted 
felon in Vermont and New 
York. His criminal record 
includes convictions for 
cocaine possession July 14, 
2015, and heroin posses-
sion July 10, 2012, in Ver-
mont. He also has felony 
convictions in New York 
for criminal possession of 
a controlled substance on 
May 29, 2009, and forgery 
and criminal sale of a con-
trolled substance on Jan. 8, 
2004, the indictment said.

Reiss ordered Hall to 
remain in custody pend-
ing sentencing. Deputy 
marshals returned him 
to the Northwest State 
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Dudija Setkic serves up her Mediterranean cuisine during the last outdoor market of the 
2018 season in downtown Rutland in October.

See Upgrades, page  A6

See Market, page  A6

Black Lives Matter flag raised at Rutland High School

ROBERT LAYMAN / STAFF PHOTO

Alex White, left, and his brother Noah, right front, and Jamison Evans fasten a Black Lives Matter flag to the pole outside Rutland High School on Friday 
afternoon during a private ceremony. For more photos, see page A2.

“You are all the pioneers and have created 

not only a foundation for those who come 

after you, but a message.”

Lisa Ryan, Rutland Board of Aldermen

See BLM, page  A6

See Shooter, page  A6


