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Heartland in motion at CSJ 

Redo for city shopping cart rules 

Neshobe educator 
Judi Pulsifer retires

By GORDON DRITSCHILO
STAFF WRITER

Heartland Communities of 
America expects to begin permit-
ting on its plan to redevelop the 
College of St. Joseph campus next 
month and is open to resuming 
talks with Rutland Free Library, 
the company’s representatives said 
this week.

The project, which would see the 
campus converted into 200 units 
of senior housing and related 

facilities, also has a new overseer. 
John Kalish, who developed the 
Community College of Vermont 
campus in downtown Rutland, has 
joined Heartland as its director of 
regional development.

“John came to us as an interested 
developer, and we saw the benefit 
of having him alongside us,” proj-
ect manager John Weatherhogg 
said.

Kalish said he had been sad 
to see the college closed, but 

encouraged by Heartland’s interest 
in the campus.

“It’s the right project at the right 
location at the right time,” he said.

Kalish said they have partnered 
with Ziegler, a Nashville-based pri-
vate equity firm, on financing the 
$66 million project. He said the 
company hopes to make its appli-
cations to the city next month and 
start the Act 250 process in Septem-
ber, closing on the property, which 
is still owned by Heritage Family 

Credit Union, by the end of the 
year.

“We are in the process of now 
compiling that application, all the 
consultant reports,” he said.

The current version of the plan 
involves taking down all of St. 
Joseph’s Hall. Early on, Heartland 
had planned to sell the building to 
the library to serve as a new location 
for the library. Heartland pulled out 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO
STAFF WRITER

The city is retuning its 
shopping cart ordinance as 
it tries to figure out how to 
get Walmart’s attention.

The Charter and Ordi-
nance Committee held a 
second meeting Wednesday 
on keeping shopping carts 
off city streets. Stores that 
make use of shopping carts 
had been invited to send 
representatives. Managers 

from Price Chopper and 
Tops showed up, but city 
officials said Walmart — 
identified by at least one 
alderman as the largest 
source of rogue carts — was 
unresponsive.

“What we really need to 
do is get Walmart to the 
table,” Alderman William 
Gillam said.

Price Chopper manager 
Dave Bishop said the lock-
ing system the downtown 

supermarket installed on 
its carts the last time the 
city made an issue of them 
was not working, but they 
were getting a new one 
in the “very near future.” 
Meanwhile, he said the 
store had someone going 
out to collect carts twice a 
week, which they were will-
ing to increase to four times 
a week.

Bishop said people who 
want to leave with the carts 

have found ways to disable 
the locking system.

“It does alleviate, proba-
bly 75% of the carts, I would 
imagine,” he said. “The sys-
tem is a very expensive one 
for us. Repairing the carts is 
also an expense.”

Bishop said Price Chop-
per would like to see the 
city ticketing the people 
who take the carts.

“If we do not enforce 
that side of it, they’re going 

to keep doing it,” he said. 
“Locks are made to keep 
honest people honest. ... If 
we both do our parts in the 
ordinance, it’ll go away.”

Similarly, representatives 
from Tops said they regu-
larly collect their shopping 
carts and have a small 
enough inventory that they 
can usually tell when some 
have gone missing.

By JIM SABATASO
STAFF WRITER

BRANDON — After 44 
years in educa-
tion, Judi Pulsifer 
is moving on.

T h e  l o n g -
t ime principal 
and teacher at 
N e s h o b e  E l e -
mentary School 
r e t i r e d  l a s t 
month, capping 
a  c a r e e r  t h a t 
touched the lives 
of scores of area children.

Growing up in Rutland, 
Pulsifer first got a taste for 
teaching in high school where 
she worked with children 
in special education classes. 

The experience stuck with 
her. She attended College of 
St. Joseph, initially deciding 

she wanted to be a 
special educator.

After graduation, 
she took a job at 
Forest Hills School 
— the predecessor 
to Neshobe — first 
as a reading teacher 
and then as a com-
bined first- and sec-
ond-grade teacher. 
She also kept her 

hand in special education, 
overseeing the school’s 
program with fellow teacher 
Melody Wilson.

PHOTO BY HANNAH DICTON

Julia Quimby-Cohen, of the Chaffee Art Center, and Bob Jones, of R. Hulett Trucking, unload a delivery of benches for local artists to paint. The 
40 painted benches will be part of a community art project and will be displayed around town. Ten of the benches will later be auctioned.
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Wildfire smoke has traveled across the country and to the mountains. A layer of smog 
hangs above Mountain Green Resort in Killington.
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Kick the tires
Sticker shock has alleviated 
somewhat as bloated used-
car prices deflate just in time 
to offer a sliver of hope for 
those of us jonesing for a 
post-pandemic deal.  A8

Getting praise
Manchester’s Applejack 
Stadium is getting lauded by 
people outside of Vermont as 
a must-visit field for sports 
fans.  B1
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44 YEARS OF SERVICE

Pulsifer

See Pulsifer, page  A5

See Carts, page  A5

See CSJ, page  A5


