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“I can’t think of a 

single rule that would 

do more to set back 

the effort to do what 

we need to do to 

address the critical 

threat of climate 

change.”

Joe Goffman, who helped draft 
the repealed Clean Power Plan, 

as the Trump administration 
eased restrictions on coal-

fired power plants in a move 
it predicted would revitalize 

America’s sagging coal 
industry. — A6

The Scene
Artist Ann McFarren will be 

celebrated for her 50 years 

as a working artist with a 

retrospective show at Chaf-

fee Art Center in Rutland, 

opening reception 5-8 p.m. 

Friday.  A7

Friday
MAKE MUSIC DAY

Make Music Vermont brings music 

makers of all ages and experi-

ence out to the sidewalks, parks, 

porches and public places of the 

state on the first day of summer. 

For locations and information, visit 

bigheavyworld.com.

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

School may be out for 
summer, but lunch is still 
served: At nine locations 
around Rutland City, any-
one between the ages of 5 
and 18 is eligible for a free 
meal.

“We’re starting off with 
about 100 meals, and the 
more children (who) come 
the more will be distrib-
uted,” said Barry Meehan, 
founder and president of 
Gabriel’s Children, an orga-
nization partnering with 
Rutland City Public Schools 

and BROC-Community 
Action in Southwestern Ver-
mont to provide the food.

In the inaugural three 
days  o f  the  “Br idging 
the Gap Summer Meals” 
event,  106 meals  were 
served throughout Rut-
land County, with Rutland 

Free Library receiving a 
backup supply to keep up 
with demand Tuesday, said 
Randal Smathers, library 
director.

“They’re mostly grade-
school kids who would 
otherwise be over at Rut-
land Middle School and 

Rutland Intermediate,” said 
BROC Community Action 
in Southwestern Vermont 
CEO Tom Donahue. “It’s 
amazing how many kids are 
here at 10 (when it opens).”

The initiative started as a 

Free meals effort helps kids
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Castleton Elementary School students look in awe at their surprise visitors — the 501st Legion — who visited during their end-of-year ceremony 
in the gymnasium Tuesday. Each year, fourth-graders pick a theme to model for growth and this year it was Star Wars. The 501st Legion is a group 
of volunteer re-enactors who often visit educators and charity events. This group came from Burlington, Barre and Rutland.

Plastic bag ban signed into law
By SARAH ASCH

CORRESPONDENT

MONTPELIER — Gov. 
Phil Scott signed a sin-
gle-use plastic bag ban 
into law Monday that bans 
plastic bags at the point 
of sale in stores across the 
state. The law also prohib-
its take-out and food con-
tainers made of expanded 

polystyrene foam — often 
incorrectly called styrofoam 
— and requires restaurants 
to only provide straws upon 
request.

Mary Cohen, the exec-
utive director of the Rut-
land Region Chamber of 
Commerce, feels the law 
is reasonable and hopes 
i t  wi l l  have  a  pos i t i ve 

environmental impact.
“We need to take care of 

our environment, and keep-
ing harmful plastics out of 
our waterways can only be a 
good thing,” she said. “As a 
community, we’re going to 
need to start remembering 
our reusable bags.”

Cohen said the law is 
not a complete ban on 

single-use plastics, which 
she said would make it eas-
ier to implement next July. 
The legislation provides 
some exceptions including 
for dry cleaner bags and 
smaller plastic bags for veg-
etables at grocery stores. 
Hospitals, nursing homes 
and hospices are exempt 
from the straw provision of 

the law.
The president of the Ver-

mont Retail and Grocers 
Association, Erin Sigrist, 
said while the retail commu-
nity generally supports the 
legislation as written, there 
are a few aspects of the law 
she feels could use further 

ROBERT LAYMAN / STAFF PHOTO

From left to right, Kamryn Eatherton as Bethadone Clinique, TJ Wierzbicki as Amy Leigh 
Celestial and Tonya Durant as Anita Cocktail.

MAY THE FOURTH (GRADE) BE WITH YOU

Trump raises 
$24.8M in a day

By BRIAN SLODYSKO

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Pres-
ident Donald Trump raised 
$24.8 million less than 24 
hours after kicking off his 
reelection campaign, a fig-
ure that dwarfs what the top 
Democratic contenders took 
in over the course of months.

The staggering total 
was announced in a tweet 
Wednesday morning by 
Republican Party Chair-
woman Ronna McDaniel. 
She declared that it was proof 
that “enthusiasm across the 
country for this president is 
unmatched and unlike any-
thing we’ve ever seen.”

Trump’s massive haul is a 
demonstration of the power 
of incumbency, underscor-
ing simmering Democratic 
worries they are not doing 
enough to prepare for the 
matchup with Trump. It’s 
also a sign that Trump’s fund-
raising operation is already 
in high gear at a time when 
many Democratic donors 
have yet to engage and their 
party contends with a sprawl-
ing primary that has drawn 
more than 20 candidates.

Many Democratic White 
House candidates have hyped 
their fundraising pulls in the 

24 hours after launching 
their campaign. Former Vice 
President Joe Biden reported 
a $6.3 million haul in the first 
24 hours, former Texas Rep. 
Beto O’Rourke took in $6.1 
million and Vermont Sen. 
Bernie Sanders reported $5.9 
million.

Trump beat all three 
combined, including the 
front-runner Biden, whom 
he bested by nearly fourfold.

Still, his campaign has yet 
to release a breakdown of 
how he raised the money, 
leaving it unclear how much 
was raised from wealthy 
Republican megadonors, 
versus grass-roots supporters 
who chipped in a few dollars 
online.

But the cash will add to 
the existing gulf in resources 
between Republicans and 
Democrats.

Trump already reported 
$48.7 million cash on hand 
at the end of March, spread 
across three committees tied 
to his campaign. The Repub-
lican National Committee 
had an additional $34.7 mil-
lion during the same period.

The Democratic National 
Committee, meanwhile, had 
just $7.5 million with $6.2 
million in debt, records show.

Party for teens, drag show 
slated at Merchants Hall

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

Seeing a lack of LGBTQ 
events  in  the Rut land 
County area, three drag 
queens have planned a 
Youth Pride Prom that will 
take place Saturday at Mer-
chants Hall.

Tonya Durant, producer 
of the event and who per-
forms as Anita Cocktail, 
TJ Wierzbicki, host of the 
prom and who performs as 

Amy Leigh Celestial, and 
Kamryn Eatherton, who 
performs as Bethadone 
Clinique, created the first-
time event with Durant’s 
wife, Linda Otto.

Wierzbicki said the Youth 
Pride Prom grew from the 
success of the monthly 
drag shows that have been 
hosted at Merchants Hall 
since November.

“We have gotten a really 
big following with that. 

They’ve been very big for 
us and we basically saw 
that and thought, ‘What 
else could we use as a plat-
form?’ and play off what 
we’re doing already. The 
four of us sat down and 
thought of different events 
and the Youth Pride Prom 
was the first one that came 
up that all four of us were 
like, ‘Yeah, that needs to 
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