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“We have seen what 

we thought was 

unseeable. We have 

seen and taken a 

picture of a black hole.”

Sheperd Doeleman, of Harvard 
University, leader of the project to 
actually photograph a black hole, 
53 million light years away from 

Earth. — A6

Family room
Gypsy Reel, the Celtic-in-

fused world-music band from 

Ludlow, is set to play the Old 

Firehouse in Tinmouth on Fri-

day. Show starts at 7:30 p.m.   

  B5

Saturday
RECORD STORE DAY

Support the independent record 

store. Many special pressings avail-

able for this event. Original artists 

providing live music from 11 a.m. to 

8 p.m. The Howlin’ Mouse Record 

Store, 158 N. Main St., Rutland , 

thehowlinmouse@yahoo.com, 772-

7955.
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By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

On the third day of what was 
scheduled to be a five-day wrongful 
death trial, the case was resolved 
Wednesday but no one involved was 
willing to discuss the details.

The trial in Rutland civil court 
was based on the death of Law-
rence Kaminski, 75, of Wallingford. 

Kaminski was working as a traffic 
flagger for Green Mountain Flag-
ging on the side of Route 7 in Mid-
dlebury on March 11, 2016, when 
he was hit and killed by a Eustis 
Cable Enterprises work truck.

Police said at the time that the 
utility truck was backing up and 
Kaminski, who was behind the 
truck, was struck and killed.

In August 2017, Burlington 
attorney John Evers and Rutland 
attorney Neal Vreeland filed a 
complaint in Rutland civil court on 
behalf of Kaminski’s wife, Barbara 
Kaminski, who was the executrix of 
Kaminski’s estate.

The complaint alleged three 
reasons for action: negligence on 
the part of Eustis Cable, Barbara 

Kaminski’s right to a “survivor’s 
action” and the wrongful death of 
Kaminski.

The complaint said there were 
two Eustis employees in the area 
when the utility truck began to 
back up. Both knew that Kaminski 
was behind the truck and both 

Fatality lawsuit resolved

More reports of dead owls so far
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

There’s been an unusu-
ally high number of dead 
or dying owls reported 
to authorities this year, 
and while it’s upsetting, 
it’s nothing to panic over, 
according to experts in the 
field.

Louis Porter, commis-
sioner of the Department 

of Fish & Wildlife, said 
Tuesday in a phone inter-
view that he told the Fish 
& Wildlife Board at its 
April 3 meeting that the 
department has received 
an unusually high number 
of reports about owls being 
found dead.

Porter said two autumns 
ago there was a large crop 
of nuts in the woods, which 

led to an increase in small 
mammal populations. This 
led to an owl population 
increase, as owls prey on 
these creatures. This past 
winter, Porter said, was a 
hard one for owls, as the 
heavy, dense snow made it 
easier for the small mam-
mals to hide.

He said this happens 
from time to time with 

different animal species. 
Last fall, he said, there was 
an unusually large number 
of squirrels reported killed 
on the roadways after an 
increase in available food 
led to the population rising.

Lauren Adams, devel-
o p m e n t  c o o r d i n a t o r 
for Vermont Institute of 
Natural Science, agreed 
with Porter’s assessment, 

saying this isn’t the first 
time there’s been a spike in 
such incidents.

Adams  was  recent l y 
named development coor-
dinator at VINS, but prior 
to that served as lead animal 
keeper. VINS runs a wild 
bird rehabilitation center.

She said by far the most 

National chief 
of vets’ group 
visits Vermont

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The 
national commander of the 
American Legion visited the 
Capital City on Wednesday 
to mark the 100th anniver-
sary of the world’s largest 
veterans’ association.

Brett P. Reistad, of Vir-
ginia, was elected the top 
official of the Legion in 
August and has already 
visited 35 states and sev-
eral U.S. protectorates 
worldwide.

His visit to Montpelier 
included a stop at the Ver-
mont American Legion 
Headquarters Post 100 on 
State Street, a visit and pho-
to-op with Gov. Phil Scott at 
the State House and lunch 
at the American Legion 
Post 3 on Main Street.

The American Legion is 
a U.S. war veterans’ organi-
zation founded March 15, 
1919, at the American Club 
near Place de Concorde in 
Paris, France, by members 
of the American Expedi-
tionary Forces to help care 
for soldiers returning from 

World War I. The Legion 
was chartered on Sept. 16, 
1919, by the U.S. Congress.

A s  t h e  y e a r s  h a v e 
marched on, so have many 
of the Legion’s members, 
down from a peak of 3.3 
million members after the 
end of World War II to 2.3 
million in 2013. Post 3’s 
membership has dropped 
from a peak of 500 mem-
bers to about 240 members 
today. Statewide, there are 
about 10,000 members.

Reistad said he was happy 
to return to Vermont — and 
meet with the governor — 
after a visit last year during 
the nomination process 
to be the Legion national 
commander.

Reistad said he received 
assurances from Scott about 
support for veterans in the 
state, including a Senate 
bill. S.111 seeks to establish 
a registry of veterans who 
suffered the toxic effects of 
so-called burn pits when dis-
posing a variety of hazard-
ous wastes that have caused 

Woman jailed, stolen gun 
used in NY City shooting

By MIKE DONOGHUE

CORRESPONDENT

BURLINGTON — A Rut-
land woman will remain in 
prison pending trial in Ver-
mont in connection with a 
stolen firearm later used in 
the shooting of a New York 
City Police detective last 
summer, but a co-defen-
dant was released on strict 

conditions Wednesday.
Jennifer R. Griffin, 44, 

remains a danger to the 
community, Federal Magis-
trate John M. Conroy ruled 
following a detention hear-
ing in U.S. District Court in 
Burlington.

“She needs a high level of 
treatment. She is not ready 
to be released,” Conroy said 

after hearing arguments 
from the prosecution and 
defense.

In a separate hearing 
Conroy ruled Gregory R. 
Miller, 33, who had left 
Rutland and has been living 
recently in a sober house in 
Burlington, can be released. 
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The long stretch of Tinmouth Road in Danby leads to a ice-capped view of the Taconic range, seen here Wednesday afternoon.

ICONIC TACONIC
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Oliver Lavelle, sixth-grader at Neshobe School in Brandon, performs with other stu-
dents during the opening night of “The Human Connection” at Compass Music and 
Arts Center in Brandon. The show features more than 50 wire sculptures made by 
students of the Rutland Northeast Supervisory Union.

ART SHOW OPENING AMERICAN LEGION 100TH ANNIVERSARY
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