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Data drop affects Rutland

SPORTS

By GORDON DRITSCHILO
STAFF WRITER

Slater sports

Data from the 2020 census showing a population drop means Rutland will have to redraw its legislative
districts, local officials said Friday.
“It would be very unlikely the
city would lose a representative,
but where you vote could change
depending on where the lines are
drawn,” Board of Aldermen President Matt Whitcomb said.
Whitcomb said that while Wards

Fair Haven Union High
School graduate Kim Alexander prepares to take
over as athletic director at
the school.
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1 and 4 — the northeast and northwest, respectively — are still large
enough to merit their own representatives, Wards 2 (southeast) and
3 (southwest) are not.
“All four of Rutland’s districts
lost population,” said Rep. William
Notte, who represents Ward 4. “The
state allows for certain deviation ...
but by state law, a district can only
go 10% above or below its target
population. Then we’re required by
law to change it.”

Notte said he did not have immediate access to all the data when he
was contacted Friday afternoon,
but he was able to say off the top
of his head that Ward 2 was at negative 17%. He referred additional
questions on the numbers to the
Vermont secretary of state’s office,
which in turn referred them to the
legislative counsel’s office which
did not immediately respond to an
inquiry Friday.
Notte said one way to resolve the

issue would be to adjust the boundaries, moving population from the
smaller wards to the bigger ones.
Another approach could be to
merge the districts, giving the city
two districts with two representatives each rather than four with one
each. Notte said local officials will
get to weigh in on their preferences,
but the decision will be made in
Montpelier.
See Districts, page A8
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Summer chores
As the well-known Gershwin tune goes, it’s “Summertime, and the livin’
is easy!” Well, not really,
according to Weekender
gardening columnist
Henry Homeyer.
C1

VT. ARTS

4 Strong Women
Four local artists fill
four rooms in Rutland’s
Chaffee Art Center with
its latest exhibit, “4
Strong Women,” which
is open to the publich
until July 23.
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Mike Guay waters the plants under the greenhouse at Enchanted Flora Farm in Rutland Town.

Mill River board OKs BLM flag
By JIM SABATASO
STAFF WRITER

NORTH CLARENDON
— The Black Lives Matter
flag will fly at Mill River
Union High School this fall.
The Mill River Union
Unified School District
Board voted 8-3 Wednesday evening to approve a
student proposal to display
the flag.
The proposal was
brought to the board
by Reese Eldert-Moore,

a member of the Class
of 2021, who initially
requested the board consider displaying the BLM
flag at the school last
summer.
At the time, the request
was approved along with a
proposal by a board member to display the LGBTQ
Pride flag.
The board, however,
decided to defer the display of any flags following
pushback from community

members and threats of
litigation.
In the fall, it adopted a
district-wide policy for vetting all flag display requests.
Earlier this year, EldertMoore resubmitted her proposal under the new policy.
The BLM flag she
requested includes a rainbow on the right edge of
it that represents Black
LGBTQ Pride.
As Eldert-Moore
explained, “The people of

the Black LGBTQ community, especially Black trans
women, are being killed at
a higher rate than anyone
else right now in the Black
community.”
P e r t h e p o l i c y, o n l y
MRUHS students or student groups may make flag
requests. In addition to
Eldert-Moore, who graduated last week, two other
current MRUHS students
have co-sponsored the
proposal.

Flags may only be displayed for a maximum of
three months.
The policy requires
requests meet a number
of technical specifications,
and have demonstrated
support from students and
a faculty adviser.
In addition, the flag may
not:
— be libelous, defamatory, obscene, lewd, vulgar
See BLM, page A8

INDEX
Weather
A2
Obituaries
A4
Marketplace
A6
Sports
B1
Scoreboard
B2
Advice
B4
Comics
B4
Crossword
B4
Horoscope
B4
Business
B5-6
Magazine
C1
Outdoors
C4
Editorial
C7
Vermont Arts D1
Television
D3-4

RUTLAND COUNTY NATIVE PROGRAM

77ART welcomes
a rare writing resident
By PATRICK MCARDLE
STAFF WRITER

A local artist is back in
Rutland County as the first
of this year’s cohort for
the 77ART visiting artists
series.
Benjamin Aleshire, one
of the rare writers hosted
by the series, will be part
of an event at the Opera
House on Saturday, June
19.
Aleshire said he was
excited to be part of the
residency locally and
added, “Right now, it’s
happening in Rutland”
while comparing the city to
other areas that are larger

and more traditionally
known for arts.
But he also noted his
local connection.
“Rutland County is my
home. It’s where I grew up.
All my ghosts are here, all
of my memories are here,
all of my first experiences
happened here. This the
place that formed me as a
person and an artist, so I
call it a homecoming, and
it really is,” he said.
During the early days
of his residency, Aleshire
said he spends time walking around Rutland and
retracing his steps and
rediscovering things.

“For a poet, for an artist,
it’s a pretty exciting opportunity,” he said.
Aleshire is from Cuttingsville but has traveled
around the United States
and the world as a poet
and a photographer with
a particular interest in
cyanotypes.
Cyanotypes have been
around for 175 years and
use an iron salt solution to
create an image printed
entirely in blue tones.
Aleshire is using the process to create portraits in
PHOTO BY BEN ALESHIRE
“vibrant blue tones.”
Ben Aleshire, a 77ART artist-in-residence, in addition to

Liz Casella

being a “poet for hire,” is a photographer who specializes
See Resident, page A8 in cyanotype printing.
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