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Domination
The Rutland girls basket-

ball team didn’t leave the 

outcome in doubt playing 

against rival Mount An-

thony on Thursday. 

                                   B1

Meditation
Just behind yoga and just 

ahead of seeing a chiro-

practor comes this form of 

mindfulness practice for 

improving health.  C1

‘Food & Shelter’
Playwright Sean Hurley 

describes “Food & Shel-

ter” as “Hansel and Gretel” 

meets “Waiting for Godot,” 

a darkly moving fairy tale 

about love.  D1
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Virus strains local staffi ng

‘Raider’ critics respond to vote

Rural caucus 

unveils new 

omnibus bill

By GORDON DRITSCHILO 

STAFF WRITER

Hospital officials say patients 
with COVID-19 are not as big a 
problem for them as staffers with 
the coronavirus.

Vermont set a new record with 101 
people hospitalized for COVID at 
the beginning of the week. By Friday 
that number was still at 100, with 24 
individuals in intensive care units. 
The state saw 2,295 new cases on Fri-
day with a two-week total of 11,619.

The state’s death toll since the 
start of the pandemic is now 493.

“The volume of cases — a year 
ago I would have been saying ‘the 
sky was falling,’” said Dr. Rick Hil-
debrant, Rutland Regional Medical 
Center’s chief medical information 
offi cer and medical director of hos-
pital medicine. “Now, this seems 
manageable because we’ve become 
accustomed to this. ... Space is not 
the problem.”

S t a f f i n g  i s  t h e  p r o b l e m , 

Hildrebant said. So many medi-
cal professionals have contracted 
COVID, some hospitals in the state 
have declared a “crisis,” he said. 
RRMC has managed by adjusting 
isolation protocols for staff in 
light of newer Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) 
guidance and by taking other steps, 
including having middle managers 
work clinical shifts.

“The federal government has 
deployed health care workers to 

Vermont hospitals to help with the 
staffing issues, and the state has 
contracted with a traveling nurse 
company to provide more nursing 
assistance,” Vermont Emergency 
Management Director Erica Bor-
nemann wrote in an email. “We 
continue to work with the National 
Guard and other resources to 
assess how to support hospitals’ 
staffi ng needs.”

By JIM SABATASO

STAFF WRITER

On Tuesday, the Rutland 
City Board of School Com-
missioners voted 6-5 Tues-
day to reinstate the Raiders 
name and arrowhead logo 
— the culmination of a 
nearly two-year contentious 
debate that has divided the 
School Board and the Rut-
land community.

But as the dust settles, 
those who advocated for 
retiring the Raider name 
and arrowhead logo remain 
committed to their cause.

Commissioner Alison 
Notte presided as board 
chair when it first retired 
the name and logo in late 
2020 and adopted “Ravens” 
as the new team name and 
mascot in early 2021.

Speaking Thursday, Notte 
raised concerns about the 
way the vote to reinstate the 
Raiders proceeded after so 
much was made about 
the procedural process by 
which it was retired.

She argued that motion 
Tuesday to bring back the 
Raiders  was improper, 
explaining that the board 
technically needed to vote 

to rescind the prior motions 
to retire it and adopt the 
Ravens, which she said 
required a two-thirds major-
ity to pass if not warned 
ahead of the meeting.

Last summer, current 
Board Chair Hurley Cava-
cas ordered an investigation 
into that process, alleging 
that the board under Notte 
had violated Robert’s Rules 

of Order in removing Raid-
ers and adopting Ravens.

That investigation, con-
ducted by an independent 
legal counsel, reported 
those actions had been car-
ried out properly and were 
binding.

Notte said she hoped a 
similar investigation would 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

Lawmakers from Vermont’s more rural 
districts are introducing a bill that would, 
among other things, ease Act 250 restric-
tions around the forest products industry.

H.581, “An act relating to rural eco-
nomic development,” is an omnibus bill 
crafted by the House Rural Caucus using 
work done by the Rural Economic Devel-
opment Working Group, which, over 
the summer, traveled the state talking to 
citizens connected to the state’s forest 
industry.

The bill can be tracked online at bit.
ly/0114RuralBill, the legislature’s website. 
It would:

— Establish the Forest Future Program, 
a plan meant to strengthen, modernize, 
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Jake Traverse, of Castleton, pulls his sled off the ice of Burr Pond in Sudbury on Friday after a morning of ice fi shing for perch. Traverse reported 
there was about 6 inches of ice on the pond.
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Light shines through multiple windows of a barn with peeling paint along Route 30 in Whiting on Friday morning.
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