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Weed vote
Vermont’s Capital City 
will vote at town meeting 
in March on the issue of 
legalizing the retail sale of 
recreational marijuana.  A3

Bigger push
President-elect Joe Biden 
proposed a $1.9 trillion 
coronavirus plan Thursday 
intended to turn the tide on 
the pandemic.  A6

Building blocks
The UVM men’s basketball 
team looks to build off last 
weekend’s success. Sports 
Editor Adam Aucoin has 
more.  B1

Check it out online at 
www.rutlandherald.com/archive
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City looks for efficiency

Farmers learn some new tricks

VNA&H marks 
75 devoted years

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Mayor David Allaire hopes to 
have efficiency experts take a look 
at City Hall.

The General Committee voted 
3-1 Thursday to recommend the 
full board of aldermen approve 
three firms as vendors for “busi-
ness process improvement” ser-
vices. The firms are Regeneration 

Resources of Brattleboro, CGR 
Promising Solutions of Rochester, 
New York, and ALG Consulting of 
Montpelier.

“We are looking for someone 
to help us out with streamlining 
and improving communications,” 
Allaire said. “The bottom line is, 
we’re trying to figure out how to 
do things more efficiently and save 
the taxpayers some money.”

The administration had not 
brought a specific proposal to the 
board, but sought to have quali-
fied consultants pre-approved to 
be tapped as department heads 
found specific subjects for them to 
consult on. Three examples Allaire 
offered of potential areas the city 
could use some help streamlining 
were water billing, the way the city 
handles workers compensation 

claims and the appeals process for 
parking tickets.

City Attorney Matt Bloomer said 
consultations would likely be paid 
for out of individual department 
budgets or the mayor’s contingency 
fund and that the administration 
would not come back to the board 
unless they were looking to fund 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

ORWELL — Farming may be an 
old profession, but there’s plenty 
about it left to learn. The Northeast 
Dairy Business Innovation Center, 
one of three of its kind in the 
nation, began offering technical 
support to local farmers this year 
and plans to kick things up a notch 
in the coming weeks.

The idea for the Northeast 
Dairy Business Innovation Cen-
ter (NE-DBIC), began at a dairy 

summit held in early 2019, said 
Vermont Secretary of Agriculture, 
Food and Markets Anson Tebbetts 
on Wednesday. Farmers were look-
ing for more technical support. 
Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., who is 
vice chairman of the Senate Appro-
priations Committee, was contacted 
about getting some financial back-
ing for this, which he was successful 
in doing.

Vermont was among three states 
chosen to host a dairy center, Wis-
consin and Tennessee being the 

other two, said Tebbets. Their work 
will benefit their respective regions, 
not just their states.

Laura Ginsburg, center lead at 
NE-DBIC, said each center got 
about $6.5 million, with $450,000 
to be used in the first round of pro-
grams. The second round, which 
taps the remainder of the funds, 
got started in the fall.

One of the first efforts the 
NE-DBIC supported was a “Tran-
sition to Grazing” initiative, led by 
the UVM Extension.

Ginsburg said the UVM Exten-
sion selected a group of farmers 
near enough to each other where 
they can visit and share information 
and support.

This group included Scott Cleve-
land, of Wells; Cindy and Brian Kay-
hart, of New Haven; Dave Seward, 
of East Wallingford; Caleb Smith, 
of Danby; and Brad Thomas, of 
Orwell.

Thomas said for the past 28 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

This year, the Visiting 
Nurse s  As soc ia t ion  & 
Hospice of the Southwest 
Region (VNA&H) marks 75 
years of providing the care 
that helps residents stay out 
of the hospital by bringing 
services to the patient’s 
home.

“When you survey peo-
ple, ‘where do you want to 
receive care?’ and 99% of 
them are going to say, ‘In 
the home.’ We keep people 
at home, out of hospitals, 
out of institutions, out 
of emergency rooms. We 
keep them in the comfort 
of their home with their 

families and every service 
is designed around that,” 
said Ron Cioffi, CEO of the 
agency.

Cioffi joked that he had 
announced his retirement 
and that he’s “up there,” so 
he hoped VNA&H would 
take care of his “tired self.”

Incorporated on Jan. 
9, 1946, for “promoting 
health, preventing disease 
by teaching principles of 
health, to provide skilled 
nursing for the care of the 
sick and to provide other 
therapeutic services,” the 
agency started with Mary 
Stuart, a registered nurse, as 

Front page advertising now available for the first time

Call us today to appear front and center

802-774-3038
YOUR AD HERE

  LOTTERY

  CONNECT

  SPOTLIGHT

 
WWW.RUTLANDHERALD.COM 

◆ 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 1, 2021 

◆ 
VOLUME 161 • NUMBER 001 $1.00

Weather 
A2Editorial 

A4Obituaries 
A6Business 

A7Sports 
B1Scoreboard B2Advice  

B3Comics 
B3Crossword 

B3Horoscope  B3 Marketplace B4Television 
B4Travel 

B6

  INDEX

  WEATHER

  ONLINE

 � DEC. 31, 2021 DRAWS
Midday: 8-2-9 and 2-0-1-7
Evening: 4-4-4 and 5-8-7-8

 � SUBSCRIBEwww.RutlandHerald.com
800-498-4296
 �NEWS TIPSnews@rutlandherald.com

802-774-3026

Insta

High 36
Low 29

Like us on Facebook 
to enjoy Rutland Herald videos and 

podcasts: facebook.
com/rutlandherald

Note to Readers
Our business offices are 
closed today in observance 
of the New Year’s holiday. We 
will publish a paper tomorrow, 
Saturday, Jan. 2, however. 
Have a Happy New Year!

Check it out online at 
www.rutlandherald.com/archive
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Somewhere in Rutland history is an article about you, a relative or a friend playing high school sports. Or an ad for a place that brings 
back good memories.
Or an event you were 

connected to. Use this 
archive to remember the past and learn about our history. 

Crisis workers sound alarm

Food aid program ‘on pause’

Another candidate enters
mayor’s race in Rutland

Vaccine ration gets cut again

By MIKE DONOGHUECORRESPONDENT
MONTPELIER — Gov. Phil Scott 

said Thursday that the state of Ver-

mont will investigate to see whether 

police and fire personnel that are 

on the front lines for medical emer-

gencies can be moved up the list 

of people expected to get vaccine 

shots for COVID-19 shortly.
The comment came as the gov-

ernor, along with his staff hosted 

his 100th press briefing about the 

deadly pandemic since March.
The promise came in the wake 

of an outbreak at the Bennington 

Police Department that the Ver-

mont Health Department withheld 

from the public before Christmas 

and only became public this week 

when somebody with knowledge of 

the case reached out to the Ben-

nington Banner. Police Chief Paul 

Doucette confirmed he was one of 

six BPD employees — five officers 

and one civilian — to have a posi-

tive COVID test.

Vermont Human Services Sec-

retary Mike Smith said Thursday 

that Vermont State Police and 

municipal police across the state, 

along with county sheriffs have 

been bumped out of initial lineup 

for the vaccine shot.Health care workers, including 

emergency medical technicians 

By PATRICK MCARDLESTAFF WRITER
Everyone Eats, a program that 

provides food for Vermonters in 

need by working with restaurants 

that prepared the meals and farms 

that provided the food, was “put on 

hold” on Thursday as organizers 

identify new funding sources for a 

program they hope will continue.

Jean Hamilton, Everyone Eats 

statewide coordinator for South-

eastern Vermont Community 

Action, said the funding had come 

from federal CARES Act money 

that had been allocated to Ver-

mont and then provided through 

the Vermont Agency of Commerce 

and Community Development to 

SEVCA. An early concern was that 

CARES funding had to be spent by 

the end of the year, but after a new 

COVID relief bill was signed last 

week, the deadline for spending 

CARES funding was extended for 

a year.
However, Hamilton pointed 

out, with the great need across 

Vermont, the budget already had 

been exhausted.

“There was a great need and we 

matched our budget to what we 

could spend before Dec. 30,” she 

said.
Hamilton said Everyone Eats was 

designed as a multi-stakeholder, 

multi-impact program. In Rutland 

County, for instance, the Vermont 

By GORDON DRITSCHILOSTAFF WRITERMatthew Seager hopes to 
become a second-genera-
tion mayor of Rutland.

Seager, the grandson of 
former Rutland Mayor Gil-
bert Godnick, announced 
this week he would seek to 
unseat Mayor David Allaire.

This means voters so far 
have three choices in front 
of them in March, with 
Allaire seeking re-election 
and Alderman Chris Ettori 
having stated his intention 
to run against him.“I have a lot of passion 

for the city,” said Seager, 37. “I want to be a strong advo-cate for the city. I take what’s said about Rutland very personally. It’s part of my identity.”This is Seager’s first run for public office. He said he recognized that serving 
time on the Board of Alder-
men prior to a mayoral 
campaign was “the more 
traditional route.”“ W h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o 

straight policy-making and 

being one of 11, that’s important work,”  he sa id. “What I’m more interested in, and what I’m suited for, is using the soft power of the mayor’s office for making change.”Seager’s back-
ground is in education. He 
previously worked as a trav-
eling tutor for athletes and 
now runs an educational 
travel company that helps 

By ERIC BLAISDELLSTAFF WRITERMONTPELIER — Offi-
cials say the amount of vac-
cine coming to Vermont 
has again been reduced 
and they haven’t been told 
why.

At  Gov.  Ph i l  Scot t ’s 
Thursday news confer-
ence, Mike Smith, secre-
tary of the state Agency 
of Human Services, said 
nearly 14,000 residents 
have received their first 
shot of a vaccine for the 
novel coronavirus. The 
vaccines available require 
two shots, weeks apart, for 
maximum effectiveness.

Smith said 21% of those 
in the first phase of vac-
cinations, which includes 
those in long-term care 
facilities and health care 
workers, have received 
their first shot. He said 2% 
of the state’s population 
has now received its first 
vaccine shot.He said the state has 

posted a dashboard on 
coronavirus vaccinations 
that will be updated twice 
next week and then every 
day Monday through Fri-
day after that.The secretary said the 

hope is the amount of vac-
cine the state receives will 
accellerate during the next 
few weeks.

“ H o w e v e r,  I ’ m  c o n -
cerned because our federal 
vaccine allotments have 
been cut from what we’re 
expecting to what we’re 
receiving next week,” he 
said.

Smi th  sa id  Vermont 
will get 3,900 doses of the 
Pfizer vaccine next week, 
down from 5,850 doses 
received this week, and 
3,900 doses of Moderna’s 
vaccine, a decrease from 
4,000 doses this week. He 
said this reduction in the 
amount of vaccine the 
state receives can even-
tually have an impact on 
the state’s  vaccination 
timeline.

“We are reaching out to 
the federal government to 
see how these allocations 
can be increased to 11,700 
doses or more a week,” he 
said.

Two weeks ago, state 
officials reported Vermont 
would receive about 975 
fewer doses than expected, 
a reduction of about 20%.

The governor said offi-
cials are looking into why 
the state’s vaccine allot-
ment has been reduced 
again, and he hopes it’s 
temporary.“Because we’re ready to 

provide ... the vaccinations, 

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Thanks to the generosity of Middlebury American Legion Post 27 members, the town of Middlebury was able to end 2020 with a drive-in fireworks 

display at Middlebury Recreation Park on Thursday evening to ring in the new year.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

A Rhode Island Red hen forages along Field Days Road in New Haven with members 

of its flock on Thursday afternoon.

WELCOME IN, 2021!

BIG RED

First responders want vaccinations

REASON UNKNOWN

Seager

Mother roadFrom Chicago to Santa 
Monica, Route 66 opened 
to traffic in 1926. Get hip to 
this timely tip and take that 
California trip, get your kick 
on Route 66.  

B6

Right on timeHerald sportswriter Tom Haley 
looks forward to the positives 
that 2021 could bring.  B1

See Front Line, page  A6

See Eats, page  A6

See Vaccine, page  A7

See Seager, page  A7

ospital in Berlin has 

been using a system where a 

thermal camera reads someone’s 

temperature as they enter the 

 a ld a news event 
esday to talk about the system.

Due to the virus that causes 

COVID-19, hospitals have been 

taking the temperature of any-

one entering the building, as 

well as asking about any other 

 spread 
s. A patient that shows 

up with symptoms is isolated and 

treated.
Those temperature checks 

for the public prior to last week 

had to be done using an oral 

thermometer.

ich he fact that prop-

pital City already is assessed at 

ess than 85 percent of fair market value.

Property in Montpelier was assessed at 

98.24 percent fair market value in the after-

math of the 2010 reappraisal and while that 

figure slowly eroded it still stood at 95.26 

percent in 2015.That’s when the real estate market started 

to heat up and Montpelier’s CLA began an 

accelerated decline. In 2016 it dipped to 94.2 

�

�

�

See CVMC, page  A6

See Reappraisal, page  A6
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TURNING TOWARD EXPERTS

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

A Holstein peers from out of the barn at Jillian Acres Farm in Orwell on Thursday afternoon. Dairy farmer Brad Thomas has been planting no-till corn 
since 2015 to help reduce phosphorus pollution in nearby Lake Champlain.

PROVIDED PHOTO

RAVNA Physical Therapist Marty Locsin works with a patient.

See Efficiency, page  A7

See Farmers, page  A7

See VNA&H, page  A7


