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“We are a Jewish 

nation that will stand 

tall. We will not 

let anyone take us 

down. Terrorism like 

this will not take us 

down.”

Yisroel Goldstein, rabbi at the 
synagogue Chabad of Poway, 

where a shooter killed a woman 
and injured three people near 
San Diego on Saturday. — B4

PFAS plan
Vermont lawmakers pass 

legislation that would require 

public water systems to test 

for a class of potentially toxic 

chemicals, PFAS.  A2

Today
JAZZ ENSEMBLE 

PERFORMANCE

Castleton University’s Jazz Ensem-

ble will be performing four move-

ments from part of the Berlin Suite, 

in addition to other jazz numbers.  

$10, 7 p.m. Casella Theater, 45 Alum-

ni Drive, Castleton, elicia.mailhiot@

castleton.edu, 802-468-1013.

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

A West Rutland man was charged 
with a felony count of attempted mur-
der after police said he shot at a man 
he was trying to rob in West Rutland 
on Friday.

Christopher D. Hale, 27, pleaded 
not guilty in Rutland criminal court on 
Monday to felony charges of first-de-
gree attempted murder and attempted 

assault and robbery. Hale also pleaded 
not guilty to two misdemeanor counts 
of violating his conditions of release 
from custody.

Hale was ordered held without bail 
until a hearing can be scheduled to 
determine whether he will be given 
a chance to be released from custody 
pending the resolution of the charges.

If convicted of the attempted mur-
der charge, Hale could face a life 

sentence with a presumptive mini-
mum term of 35 years in prison.

Joshua Stone, 28, of Rutland, was 
charged in Rutland criminal court 
with a felony count of attempted 
assault and robbery in connection 
with the same incident. Stone, who 
also pleaded not guilty, was ordered 
held on $10,000 bail.

In an affidavit, Detective Sgt. Henry 
Alberico, of the Vermont State Police, 

said he learned around 8:30 p.m. on 
Friday about an “altercation” in West 
Rutland, during which a gun had 
been fired. Alberico said he learned 
that Rutland City Police Officer 
Jimmy Plakas, who was off-duty at the 
time, heard the gunshot and reported 
it. He saw a silver Jeep Commander 
that was later spotted and stopped 

Attempted murder alleged

Jury forming for Bourgoin trial
By MIKE DONOGHUE

CORRESPONDENT

BURLINGTON — Jury selection 
got underway Monday for a Willis-
ton man charged after a wrong-way 
crash that killed five teens on Inter-
state 89.

Police say Steven D. Bourgoin 

was speeding, driving the wrong 
way and had THC and other drugs 
in his system when he slammed his 
truck into a Volkswagen in Williston 
at about 11:55 p.m. Oct. 8, 2016. A 
state judge ordered a blood draw 
of Bourgoin because of the impair-
ment he displayed at the scene, 

police said.
Bourgoin, 38, has pleaded not 

guilty to five counts of second 
degree murder and plans to use an 
insanity defense — which was front 
and center during the first day of 
jury selection.

The five deaths are believed to 

be the largest mass homicide case 
charged criminally in Vermont 
history.

Judge Kevin Griffin briefed 58 
potential jurors on Monday about 
the basis for trial by reading the 
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Michael Collins, of New Orleans, marks the graves of his ancestors, Thomas and Benoni 
Collins, who both served in the Revolutionary War, during a ceremony on Saturday at 
Riverside Cemetery in Ira that was organized by the Ann Story Chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution.

Rail crossing 
lawsuit settled

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

The Park Street rail cross-
ing is no longer standing in 
the way of the fire coverage 
upgrade.

The city settled a lawsuit 
last week against the Ver-
mont Agency of Transpor-
tation (AOT) and Vermont 
Rail System over the two 
organizations requiring the 
city to sign a “master licens-
ing agreement” before they 
would cooperate with the 
replacement of water lines 
running under the track. A 
letter from VRS President 
David Wulfson clears the 
city to proceed with the 
project.

“We value our relation-
ship with you and the City 
and look forward to work-
ing together with you,” 
read the letter, addressed 
to Mayor David Allaire.

A call to the railway was 
not immediately returned 
Monday.

Allaire said he expected 
work on the project to 
begin in 30 to 60 days.

“There will be a future 
sit-down, beginning with 
myself and David Wulfson, 
to figure out how to go 
ahead with future projects,” 
Allaire said.

The project was launched 

in response to the effect that 
fighting the 2014 Rutland 
Plywood fire had on water 
pressure in nearby neigh-
borhoods. When the city 
inquired in 2016 whether 
it would need a permit 
from AOT to replace pipes 
running under the tracks 
at the Park Street crossing, 
the agency replied that the 
city would instead need 
to sign a master licensing 
agreement (MLA) in order 
to proceed.

The city objected to sev-
eral provisions in the MLA, 
including that it would 
apply to all crossings in 
the city, require the city to 
indemnify AOT and Ver-
mont Rail System for any 
damages associated with 
the pipes — even if they 
were caused by the other 
party’s negligence — and 
would have given AOT 
and Vermont Rail System 
the abi l i ty  to  disa l low 
additional water and sewer 
infrastructure at crossings 
without cause.

The city sued to force 
the state and the railway 
to cooperate without the 
agreement, and the lawsuit 
was scheduled for trial later 
this week.

gordon.dritschilo
@rutlandherald.com

Rev War veterans honored
By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

IRA — On a cold, windy 
morning, the Ann Story 
Chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolu-
tion, with the help of a New 
Orleans couple, dedicated 
the markers on the grave-
stones of two veterans, a 
father and son, of the war 
of independence.

T h e  h e a d s t o n e s  o f 
Thomas Collins, who died 
on March 25, 1793, and his 
son, Benoni Collins, who 
died on Sept. 5, 1822, now 
bear the markers. Mike Col-
lins, of New Orleans, placed 
the marker on the grave of 
his ancestor, Thomas, at 
Riverside Cemetery.

Despite the rain, about 
30 people were at  the 

dedication, including mem-
bers of the Vermont Patriot 
Guards and a Color Guard 
from the American Legion 
Post 87 in West Rutland.

At the cemetery, Mike 
Collins, who said Thomas 
Collins was his grandfather 
going back six generations, 
said his ancestor bought a 

See Veterans, page  A5

See Trial, page  A5

MAN HELD WITHOUT BAIL

See Alleged, page  A5
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Castleton Fire Department members use their ladder truck to spray water onto the second floor of the Benson Village Store during a structure fire on Monday 
evening. Firefighters from the Benson, Orwell and Castleton fire departments responded to the call, which came in at about 9 p.m.  Lake Road and Stage Road 
near the store were blocked until further notice, state police said in a news release at 9:51 p.m. No further details were available at the time.

FIRE HITS BENSON STORE


