
Bias training money OK’d

Killington kicks off ski season

Woman honored for work 
with veterans at Dodge House

Group aims to 
revive ice rink

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

The aldermen voted to spend 
money on bias training Monday.

The roll-call vote to authorize 
the mayor to take $2,500 out of the 
contingency fund for the training 
came after comments from several 
members of the public. The vote 
was 7-2, with Aldermen Paul Clif-
ford and Tom DePoy dissenting. 
Alderman Scott Tommola departed 
the meeting a short time before the 
vote and Board President Sharon 
Davis did not vote because the pres-
ident only votes to break ties and 
on appointments.

The board voted in August 
to have the General Committee 

discuss bias training for city 
officials. The move was 
prompted by several 
people approaching 
t h e  b o a r d  a b o u t 
racial issues in the 
community following 
the allegedly racially 
motivated mass shoot-
ings in Ohio and Texas.

However, no meeting 
was held and the committee’s 
chairman, Alderman Scott Tom-
mola, said last month he had 
decided against holding one. He 
said he feared such a meeting 
would become a “circus” and that 
it had been “made clear” to him 
there would be no money for 

such training. Mayor David 
Allaire also said that such 

training was not some-
thing he saw a need to 
budget for. Tommola 
said if someone could 
be found who would 
perform the training 

for free, interested 
city officials could then 

attend.
Several people turned up to the 

meeting Monday in response to 
that.

“I think it is safe to say that we 
are all here because we believe 
that Rutland is a place worth liv-
ing,” Tabitha Moore, president of 
the Rutland branch of the NAACP, 

said. “It is no secret that our popu-
lation is dwindling, that businesses 
are having trouble finding people 
to work.”

Moore said that part of making 
Rutland a more attractive commu-
nity to outsiders was going to have 
to involve addressing racial issues.

“We are in this together,” she 
said. “I don’t think anyone brought 
a torch or pitchfork tonight. ... The 
work of honest self-exploration is 
painful work. It is painful to think 
that, regardless of our best inten-
tions and education and knowl-
edge, we still do things that oppress 
others.”

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

KILLINGTON — The ski 
resort officially opened for 
the season to the public on 
Monday.

K i l l i n g t o n  R e s o r t 
announced over the week-
end it planned to open on 
Sunday for Season Pass, 
Express Card, Beast 365 and 
Ikon pass holders. Mon-
day was the first day it was 
open to the general public, 
said resort spokeswoman 

Courtney DiFiore.
DiFiore said the moun-

tain generally opens some-
time in October. Some of 
the earliest openings in 
past decades have been as 
soon as Oct. 1. Last year, 
mid-October was the open-
ing date. DiFiore said the 
resort believes it’s the first 
resort to open this year in 
the northeast region.

“There’s a lot to celebrate 
this year opening weekend 
at Killington,” said Mike 

Solimano, president and 
general manager of Killing-
ton Resort and Pico Moun-
tain, in a release. “On top 
of all the improvements we 
made last year to elevate the 
guest experience, our pass 
holders will have the oppor-
tunity to be the first guests 
to experience the brand 
new North Ridge Quad. 
We’re also excited to show 
off the progress we’ve made 
on phase 1 of the new K-1 
Lodge.”

Killington Resort and its 
sister resort at Pico Moun-
tain nearby are both owned 
by POWDR. DiFiore said 
Pico isn’t open yet and usu-
ally the season there doesn’t 
begin until December.

Visitors will be able to see 
where the new K-1 Lodge 
is being built, but it’s not 
accessible to the public, 
said DiFiore. The old lodge 
is still open and will serve 
guests for the rest of this 
season, with the new one 

ready later in 2020.
She said as per tradition, 

a lunchtime opening day 
part was held at the moun-
tain on Monday. Many 
locals and repeat visitors 
like to attend opening day, 
said DiFiore, adding that 
she spoke to one person 
who’d made the last eight 
opening days in a row and 
hopes to complete their 
tenth next year.

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

An employee of the veter-
an-assistance organization 
known locally as the Dodge 
House was recognized this 
year by the federal gov-
ernment for her work to 
end homelessness among 
veterans.

The certificate was given 
to Christina Morgan, who 
is not a veteran herself but 

takes her responsibility to 
those who have served very 
personally.

“There’s been some vet-
erans in my family but more 
to me than that is there’s 
that real meaning behind 
those magnets that you see 
that say ‘Welcome home 
veterans’ or ‘Support our 
troops.’ That really means 
something to me. That 
really means an action to 

me. What are we going to 
do about it? How can we 
help our veterans? The 
Vietnam veterans who were 
a part of making this place 
possible, their motto was to 
improve the life of a veteran 
in any way that we can. I try 
to remember to do that 
every single day,” she said.

T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s 

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

Rutland Town School is 
getting ready to lace-up: 
After decades, a group of 
dedicated and determined 
winter warriors are working 
to resurrect an old friend.

Rutland Town School 
Board member Korrine 
Rodrigue said she and Ryan 
DeCicco, maintenance 
manager at the Rutland 
Town School, are working 
to raise $8,000 with the help 
of a GoFundMe online, to 
bring the Rutland Town 
School Ice Rink back to the 
Rutland Town School.

“(Ryan) loves hockey, 
and he played as a kid,” 
Rodrigue said. “We agreed 
to work together and get it 
up and running this year.”

Rodrigue said her hus-
band was born and raised 
in Rutland and cherishes 
memories of childhood ice 
skating on the rink behind 
the Rutland Town School, 
where three of her children 
attend, and has since taken 
to mentioning how he 
would love to see the rink 
up and running again.

As would Rutland Town 
Select Board Chairman 
Joshua Terenzini, who has 
two children attending 
Rutland Town School who 

don’t yet know how to skate.
“But they will  soon,” 

Terenzini said excitedly. 
“She contacted me several 
weeks ago and pitched this 
idea. I absolutely fell in love 
with it.”

L i k e  s o  m a n y  w h o 
attended Rutland Town 
School during the days 
when ice skaters  from 
throughout the county 
would escape the cabin 
fever of Vermont winters 
to skate, Terenzini recalled 
fond memories of time on 
the ice with friends, and was 
eager to collaborate.

“It’s another opportunity 
for the community spirit to 
be alive and well,” Terenzini 
said.

Since talks began this 
fall, Rodrigue, Terenzini, 
DeCicco, the Rutland Town 
Fire Department, Green 
Mountain Power, Twin State 
CED Lighting Company, 
New England Exterior Solu-
tions and Green Mountain 
Tree and Lawn Care, who 
did the initial tree work for 
free, Rodrigue said.

Next Tuesday, Rodrigue 
said they’re working with 
General Electric and at least 
30 volunteers to rehab and 
weatherize the warming 

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

A flock of migrating snow geese fills the sky on the Dead Creek Wildlife Management Area in Addison on Saturday afternoon.
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“I have heard the 

allegation in the media 

that I supposedly told 

our embassy team to 

ignore the President’s 

orders since he was 

going to be impeached. 

That allegation is 

false.”

Former U.S. Ambassador to 
Ukraine Marie Yovanovitch 

testifying to House investigators, 
in the ongoing impeachment 

inquiry, in a transcript released 
Monday. B4

Slew of charges
A Brandon man was 
arraigned Monday on 10 
charges, half of them felo-
nies, and was released on 
$2,000 bail.  A3

Death probed
Police are investigating the 
shooting death of a Boston 
man whose body was found 
in the delivery truck he had 
used that day to bring pro-
duce to a local restaurant.  A3

Fri. & Sat.
PETER PAN AND WENDY

The adventures of Peter Pan, Wen-

dy, John and Michael, as they meet 

the notorious Captain Hook, his 

band of pirates, the Lost Boys, and 

more. $5/$8, Fri., 6 p.m. Sat., 1 p.m. 

Proctor Jr./Sr. High School, 4 Park 

Street, Proctor, 802-459-3353.

ENDING HOMELESSNESS
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Christina Morgan holds up her Certificate of Appreciation from the U.S. Department of 
Housing & Development, the U.S. Interagency Council on Homelessness and partner organi-
zations from the state of Vermont for her work with veterans at the Dodge House in Rutland.
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