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“Policy-making 

is often a slow, 

complicated and 

messy process. It 

requires compromise 

and consensus. For 

young people, that’s an 

unsatisfying reality.”

Editorial, A4

Bernie boys gone
The architects of the 2016 

campaign for Sen. Bernie 

Sanders abruptly parted 

ways with his 2020 campaign 

on Tuesday.  A2

Sunday
PAPA GREYBEARD

Keith Williams will perform music 

for baby boomers. 9:30 p.m. Hide-

A-Way Tavern, 42 Center St., Rutland, 

ziggyjagger@gmail.com, 558-9580.

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

Rut land Ci t y  Publ ic 
Schools Superintendent 
Adam Taylor issued a public 
apology at Tuesday night’s 
School Board meeting for 
comments made at a public 
event last week at Castleton 
University.

“I wanted to begin with 
an apology to the board, to 
our faculty and to our staff, 
our students, families, the 
entire Rutland community 
for comments I made at a 

Castleton speech,” Taylor 
said. “In no way did I intend 
to be hurtful, harmful or 
disrespectful to any mem-
ber of this community ... 
I do hope you accept my 
apology, and it will not hap-
pen again.”

But Rutland City resident 
and parent, Bob Pearo, one 
of 15 community mem-
bers who attended, was 
unsatisfied.

“Do you have any idea, 
Mr. Taylor, the stuff that you 
actually said in that article? 

You compared the relation-
ship between teachers and 
students to pedophiles, and 
the people they’re groom-
ing, prostitutes and their 
pimps, Catholic priests?” 
Pearo began. “As much 
as you want to say, ‘I’m 
sorry, I’m sorry, I’m sorry,’ 
you have to realize that it 
doesn’t matter how much 
you try to put something 
back together again. Some-
times it’s so broke, that even 
if you piece it back together 
and try to make amends for 

what you did, there are still 
underlying problems.”

Taylor’s remarks came 
during a talk he gave at Cas-
tleton University as part of 
the school’s “Race Matters” 
series last week.

Pearo said he thought 
Taylor’s words were com-
pletely inappropriate com-
ing from anyone, let alone 
the superintendent of Rut-
land City Schools.

“We’re not in Oakland,” 
Pearo said. “I realize where 
you came from was not 

necessarily the greatest of 
environments.”

Pearo said he’d had per-
sonal contact over the issue 
with Rutland High School 
Associate Principal Steve 
Sampson, Rutland High 
School Principal William 
Olsen, and many teachers 
currently in the district 
and has never before been 
concerned with leaving his 
children and stepchild in 
the school’s care.

Taylor apologizes for remarks

Town eyes future sans GMC
By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

POULTNEY — School will be out 
— and not just for the summer — 
once June rolls around for Green 
Mountain College, and locals are 
wondering what to do once hun-
dreds of students, staff members 
and faculty pack their bags.

The town and GMC will meet 
with local, regional and state 
officials to decide what’s next for 

Poultney during a mass brain-
storming event in the East Room 
of Withey Hall on the GMC campus 
from 10:30 a.m. to noon March 7.

Representa t i ve s  f rom the 

Vermont League of Cities and 
Towns, the Preservation Trust of 
Vermont, the Vermont Housing 
and Conservation Board, Housing 
Vermont, the Vermont Council on 

Rural Development (VCRD), the 
Vermont Community Foundation, 
the Rutland Regional Planning 
Commission, the Rutland Eco-
nomic Development Corp., U.S. 
Sen. Bernie Sanders’ office, U.S. 
Sen. Patrick Leahy’s office and var-
ious legislators have been invited 
to attend.

But VCRD Executive Director 

Candidates 
compare 
city plans

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Mayor David Allaire has 
had to go from being one 
of the people most 
likely to rail against 
budget increases to 
the person tasked 
wi th  defending 
them.

“ A n y  t i m e 
you change that 
dynamic, you cer-
tainly look at things 
a little differently,” 
he said Tuesday. 
“My goal  i s  the 
same. My goal is 
always to present 
a budget as close 
to level as possi-
ble.  This year I 
achieved that. Last 
year it was more of 
a challenge.”

Michel Messier, 
who is challenging 
Allaire’s bid for a second 
term, said the outcome of 
last year’s budget process 
was what inspired him to 
run.

“It was not something I 
had budgeted for,” he said 
of the resulting tax hike. 

“I and other people were 
taken aback. The mayor 
had run on a fiscally con-
servative platform.”

Messier, 56, con-
sults in business 
software, account-
ing and real estate. 
He said he i s  a 
“16th-generation 
Vermonter” and 
c l a i m s  d e s c e n t 
from Samuel de 
Champlain — his 
name appears on 
the ballot as Michel 
“ C h a m p l a i n ” 
Messier.

He said he has 
not run for public 
office outside a 
“minor” write-in 
c a m p a i g n  i n  a 
Progressive Party 
Senate primary, 
b u t  h i s  c o m -
munity  involve-

ment includes serving as 
treasurer of the Rutland 
K iwan i s  C lub ,  on  the 
board of directors of the 
Rutland Historical Society 
and on the Rutland Town 

State bans foreign IT tech
By JOHN DILLON

VERMONT PUBLIC RADIO

The state of Vermont is 
following the lead of the 
U.S. government and has 
banned information tech-
nology products from a Rus-
sian company and several 
Chinese manufacturers.

The bans are aimed at 
equipment, such as internet 
routers, made by Huawei 
Technologies Co. and four 
other Chinese firms.

The federal government 
and now Vermont have also 
banned the use of security 
software made by Kaspersky 
Labs, a firm based in Russia.

Secretary of Digital Ser-
vices John Quinn said he 
did not know how wide-
spread the Chinese or Rus-
sian technology is within 
Vermont.

“We don’t expect that 
it’s prevalent in the state of 
Vermont environment. But 
that’s part of our compre-
hensive risk management 
approach,” he said. “We 
hope to have better num-
bers on both agency and 
vendor partners once we 
receive the required report-
ing back from them at the 
end of 30 days.”

T h e  s t a t e  h a s  a l s o 

ordered its roughly 360 
IT vendors to review their 
services and eliminate the 
products as well.

“It’s a big number and 
there’s going to be a lot 
of work but we feel this is 
the right step based on the 
information that we have. 
We can’t be soft on cyberse-
curity,” he said.

The state’s  direct ive 
follows the federal govern-
ment’s ban on products 
made by Huawei and the 
other companies because of 
national security concerns.

“In a time of challenge, you look to your assets first, so 

we think Poultney has a lot to work from.”

Paul Costello,
Vt. Council on Rural Development

ROBERT LAYMAN / STAFF PHOTO

Adam Taylor, superintendent of Rutland City Public Schools, apologizes at Tuesday’s School Board meeting about recent comments made at Castleton 
University.
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A fire hydrant in Middlebury sits frozen in the ice alongside Route 7 Tuesday.
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