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Ginsburg ailing
U.S. Supreme Court Jus-

tice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 

85, had surgery Friday 

to remove two malignant 

growths in her left lung, 

her third cancer treatment 

since 1999.  A7

Strong sales
Sales for the guns and ac-

cessories that are included 

in Vermont’s recently 

passed gun law have been 

strong, according to several 

gun dealers.  B3

Climate change
With the spread of 

misinformation, what role 

should scientists play in 

informing the public on 

climate change?  C5

Vt. tradition
Performances of Beetho-

ven’s Ninth have become 

a staple in Vermont’s 

holiday celebrations.  D1
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Housing group gets $239K 

NAACP leader joins regional board

Midnight shutdown all but sure; talks persist

RCFD works 
on gear update

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

A local housing authority has 
been awarded over $200,000 in 
grant money to help seniors remain 
in their apartments.

The U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) 
announced Friday it awarded 
$239,000 to Rutland Housing 
Authority. The funds are among 
$28 million HUD has awarded to 
public housing authorities across 

the country for promoting employ-
ment and self-sufficiency, according 
to a release from HUD.

Kevin Loso, executive director 
of Rutland Housing Authority, 
said Friday the grant money will be 
spent during the next three years. 
It funds the housing authority’s 
residential services coordinator 
position, which serves the residents 
of Templewood Court and Sheldon 
Towers. Many of these residents, he 
said, are elderly and the housing 

authority works with VNA & Hos-
pice of the Southwest Region, Ver-
mont Council on Aging, Rutland 
Regional Medical Center, primary 
care providers and others to help 
residents continue to live on their 
own.

Loso said the residential services 
coordinator works with residents 
to put them in contact with the 
services they need. Also, the coor-
dinator plans community events 
aimed at preventing social isolation 

among residents. Loso said while 
the housing authority isn’t an 
assisted-living facility, it’s often a 
few little things that lead to seniors 
having to move into nursing homes 
or other care facilities.

He said the coordinator also 
helps residents move back and 
forth between hospital stays and 
rehabilitation facilities.

The position serves residents in 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

A familiar face around Rutland 
County has been lending her talents 
to Planned Parenthood.

Tabitha Pohl-Moore, of Walling-
ford, was recently named to the 
board of trustees for Planned Par-
enthood of Northern New England.

Pohl-Moore said in an interview 
Friday she was contacted a year ago 
by a current trustee, Kesha Ram, a 
former Vermont House represen-
tative and candidate for lieutenant 
governor, who thought Pohl-Moore 

would make a good trustee.
Pohl-Moore is president of the 

Rutland area branch of the NAACP 
and Vermont director of the NAACP. 
She’s also a training coordinator at 
the University of Vermont, a mem-
ber of the Vermont State Police Fair 
and Impartial Policing Committee 
and a member of the Vermont Crim-
inal Justice Training Council’s Fair 
and Impartial Training Committee. 
She’s a licensed marriage and fam-
ily therapist and school counselor 
as well.

“It’s a very diverse board. It’s 

people from all over New England,” 
Pohl-Moore said.

The terms are for three years, she 
said. Pohl-Moore sits on the board’s 
Development Committee, which 
handles fundraising.

Pohl-Moore said she believes the 
board tapped her because of her 
experience with underserved and 
marginalized populations. Bringing 
those populations “reproductive 
justice” is one of Planned Parent-
hood’s goals for the coming years 
and Pohl-Moore feels she can help 
further them.

The board meets quarterly, Pohl-
Moore said, but between commit-
tee meetings and other projects it’s 
more of a time commitment than 
four meetings a year. She joined the 
board in the fall.

One of the projects she’s work-
ing on with fellow board member 
Melinda Moulton is a series of 
forums for people who used Planned 
Parenthood services to hear how the 
organization could improve.

She said the organization seems 

By LISA MASCARO  

and ZEKE MILLER

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Even as fre-
netic negotiations continued at 
the Capitol, the House adjourned 
without a deal on spending Friday 
night, all but ensuring a partial 
government shutdown at midnight 
with President Donald Trump 
demanding billions of dollars for 
his long-promised Mexican border 
wall.

Trump’s top envoys were strain-
ing to broker a last-minute compro-
mise with Democrats and some of 

their own Republican Party’s law-
makers. But as Vice President Mike 
Pence, acting White House chief 
of staff Mick Mulvaney and senior 
adviser Jared Kushner dashed back 
and forth at the Capitol there were 
no outward signs of a deal.

The House adjourned, and sen-
ators were told there would be no 
more votes Friday night.

The shutdown, scheduled for 
midnight, would disrupt gov-
ernment operations and leave 
hundreds of thousands of federal 
workers furloughed or forced to 
work without pay just days before 

Christmas.
At a White House bill signing, 

Trump said the government was 
“totally prepared for a very long 
shutdown,” though hardly anyone 
thought a lengthy shutdown was 
likely.

The president tried to pin the 
blame on Democrats, even though 
just last week he said he would be 
“proud” to claim ownership of a 
shutdown in a fight for the wall. 
Campaigning for office two years 
ago, he had declared the wall would 
go up “so fast it will make your head 
spin.” He also promised Mexico 

would pay for it, which Mexico has 
said it will never do.

“This is our only chance that 
we’ll ever have, in our opinion, 
because of the world and the way 
it breaks out, to get great border 
security,” Trump said Friday at the 
White House. Democrats will take 
control of the House in January, 
and they oppose major funding for 
wall construction.

Looking for a way to claim vic-
tory, Trump said he would accept 
money for a “Steel Slat Barrier” with 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

For years, according to 
Chief James Larsen, the 
city held off on replacing 
equipment for firefight-
ers in order to pay for 
firetrucks.

T h a t ’ s  c h a n g i n g , 
Larsen said this  week, 
with Rutland City approv-
ing the replacement of a 
wide variety of long-out-
d a t e d  i t e m s ,  b u t  t h e 
trucks still need replac-
ing, too.

“We have a tower lad-
der  t ruck  tha t  i s  we l l 

b e y o n d  i t s  e x p e c t e d 
life,” he said, referring 
to a 1986 vehicle — tower 
ladders have an elevated 
p l a t f o r m  s i m i l a r  t o  a 
cherry-picker. “Typically, 
we like to replace those 
every 20 to 25 years.”

Asked how the 32-year-
old tower ladder truck 
w a s  w o r k i n g ,  L a r s e n 
smiled and paused.

“It’s been out of service 
for its annual inspection 
for  several  weeks ,”  he 
said. “The problem is, it’s 
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Patti Pileggi, volunteer for the American Red Cross, smiles as she transports donated blood over to be stored during the Gift of Life Marathon in 
the gymnasium at College of St. Joseph on Friday afternoon.

MARATHON BLOOD DRIVE CONCLUDES

FEDERAL GRANT AWARDED

PLANNED PARENTHOOD

ROBERT LAYMAN / STAFF PHOTO

Rutland City Fire Department firefighter William Tracey, left, stands in the department’s 
new turn-out gear next to Mike Delehanty who wears the old 2012 equipment at the station 
Friday night.

See Housing, page  A6

See Leader, page  A6

See RCFD, page  A6

See Shutdown, page  A6


