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Not giving up
Herald sportswriter Tom Haley 

reports Vermont high school 

wrestling coaches have been 

reading the obituary of their 

sport a lot recently. But the 

coaching fraternity is hoping 

those reports are highly exag-

gerated.                               B1

Empty desks
Having killed 250,000 in 

the U.S., the deadly global 

pandemic now spreading 

throughout the United 

States has taken a severe 

toll including among the 

nation’s educators.  C2

Antler fever
Weekender Outdoors 

columnist Dennis Jensen 

describes his excitement 

and “heightened sense 

of awareness” when in 

the deer woods he spots 

a well-pointed rack of 

antlers.  C4

The Flynn
Burlington’s Flynn Center 

for the Performing Arts, 

the state’s largest pre-

senter of entertainment 

events, has recently 

rebranded itself as simply 

The Flynn.  D1
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COVID keeps Vt. on alert

Happy skiers take to trails

Happy birthday, Mary Ojala!

Get tested for 
your holidays

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The Vermont 
Department of Health reported 
146 new cases of the novel coro-
navirus Friday, two cases shy of the 
number reported Thursday, which 
was a single-day record.

Also, the state’s health commis-
sioner reported Vermont could 
start receiving doses of a vaccine as 
early as next month.

Gov. Phil Scott said at his regular 
Friday news conference another 
resident who had the virus has 

died, bringing the state’s total to 
62.

“After months without a single 
death, we’ve sadly lost four more 
Vermonters in the last two weeks,” 
Scott said.

Three of those deaths were res-
idents at Rutland Healthcare and 
Rehabilitation. That facility now 
has 38 cases among residents and 
staff.

State officials are monitoring 
an outbreak at Four Seasons Care 
Home in Northfield, which has 31 
cases among residents and staff. 

Fewer than six cases also been 
reported at Berlin Health and 
Rehabilitation Center, as well.

Washington County has been hit 
the hardest when it comes to new 
cases. Despite having a third of the 
population, Washington County 
has seen 351 new cases in the past 
two weeks compared with 245 cases 
in Chittenden County. State offi-
cials have attributed the spike in 
central Vermont to the remnants 
of an outbreak at the hockey rink 
in Montpelier last month as well as 
people socially gathering while not 

following state guidelines such as 
wearing a mask and keeping physi-
cal distance from others.

“Every single one of us has a 
responsibility to help slow this 
down, protect our loved ones and 
preserve our hospital capacity,” the 
governor said.

He again urged residents to 
abide by the state’s restrictions, 
which were increased last week by 
shutting down bars and clubs for 
in person service. The governor 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

You wouldn’t have guessed from 
the drive to Killington it was a ski 
day.

The air felt positively warm after 
the early week chills, and there 
wasn’t a flake in sight most of the 
way up the access road.

Nonetheless, Killington’s snow-
makers did their job and the resort 
held opening day Friday. With 
COVID restrictions in place, the 
slopes were reserved exclusively 
for passholders who would certify 
they had met the state’s quarantine 
requirements.

All the skiers who gave interviews 

as they descended from the slopes 
said they lived in Vermont.

“I was impressed with how many 
trails they had open,” said Christian 
Diaz, 24, of Stockbridge. “The snow 
was really nice. I was just happy to 
be here again.”

There was a minority of vehi-
cles with out-of-state plates in the 

parking lot, but many of the people 
loading skis in the backs of those 
vehicles said they had moved to 
Vermont in the past six months.

Alex Hom, 20, said he is from 
originally from Long Island and a 
student at MIT.

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

T
here will be at least 100 reasons 
to celebrate this year’s Gift of 
Life Marathon next month.

For 2020, the blood drive will be in cele-
bration of longtime volunteer Mary Ojala, 
who will turn 100 on Sunday.

Ojala said that she’s asking anyone who 
wants to contribute to her birthday to 
consider making a blood donation on one 
of the days of the Gift of Life Marathon 
(GOLM), which this year are Dec. 5, 16-18.

“(A blood donation) affects a lot of 

people. None of us know how many. You 
might be saving one life or you could be 
saving several. It’s a very important thing 
to do,” she said.

Ojala said she had been chairwoman for 
volunteer organization for about 35 years. 
She retired from that position when she 
was 93.

“I used to be at the table after the donors 
had given blood. I would be at that table 
where they would get coffee and some 
refreshments and I got to meet a lot of nice 

By LINDSAY WHITEHURST 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SALT LAKE CITY — As 
college students prepare to 
go home for the holidays, 
some schools are quickly 
ramping up COVID-19 test-
ing to try to keep infections 
from spreading further 
as the coronavirus surges 
across the United States.

Thousands of cases have 
been connected to cam-
puses since some colleges 
reopened this fall, forcing 
students to quarantine in 
dorms and shifting classes 
online. Now, many students 
are heading home for 
Thanksgiving, raising the 
risk of the virus spreading 
among family, friends and 
other travelers.

“The responsibility and 
the reach of the impact 
is not just to the student 
body anymore, it’s to those 
close contacts,” said Emily 
Rounds, a student who 
helps collect data on college 
testing plans nationwide for 
the Crisis College Initiative 
at Davidson College.

Colleges’ pandemic plans 
vary widely. About one-third 
of four-year colleges started 
primarily in person this fall, 
the initiative’s researchers 
found as they tracked about 
1,400 schools.

Only about 100 colleges 
initially tested all students 

once or  twice a  week, 
regardless of symptoms, as 
part of their back-to-school 
plans. Many more tested 
random samples of students 
or tested those with symp-
toms — neither of which is 
considered enough to stop 
the spread of the disease, 
said Christopher Marsicano, 
an education professor at 
Davidson who founded the 
project.

Since early November, 
though, the researchers 
have seen a noticeable 
uptick in schools requiring 
or encouraging students to 
get tested before Thanks-
giving. For many colleges, 
the holiday marks the end 
of in-person learning for 
the year, whether moving 
classes online was always the 
plan to keep students from 
bringing the virus back to 
campus or it became the 
response to soaring infec-
tions nationwide, which 
have now surpassed 11.7 
million.

Some colleges are turn-
ing to states for help paying 
for the extra tests, while 
others are relying on those 
developed by their own 
researchers.

The University of Notre 
Dame announced a testing 
mandate after thousands of 
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Rebecca Buonadonna, owner of Fruition Finery in Downtown Rutland, is here pictured hanging up cheerful holiday ornaments for display outside her shop.
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HEALTH DEPARTMENT: 146 NEW POSITIVES

KILLINGTON

GOLM volunteer marks 100 years
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This year’s Gift of Life Marathon will also be the birthday celebration for Mary Ojala, of 
Rutland, who turns 100 on Sunday. Ojala, who spent about 35 years volunteering for local 
blood drives, is seen here in this provided photo celebrating her 99th birthday last year 
with family in Rutland. The Gift of Life Marathon is in December.
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