
Have a Safe Independence Day

 � JULY 3, 2020 DRAWS
Midday: 6-0-9 and 1-0-3-9
Evening: 7-2-1 and 2-6-4-1
New York State
6-0-9 LS15 and 4-6-3-9 LS22
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“Ask yourself, 

do you need to 

be there? Ask 

yourself, can you 

anticipate or know 

who all is going to 

be around you?”

District of Columbia Mayor 
Muriel Bowser offers advice 
for Fourth of July celebra-

tions. — A6

Hawk habitat
Although there are more 

than 1.7 million broad-

winged hawks across the 

Americas, there is much 

to be learned about these 

small woodland raptors.  
                               C4

Trail tales
Weekender columnist 

Willem Lange sends 

dispatches from along the 

Adventure Trail with his 

loyal canine companion 

Kiki across New Hamp-

shire to the Maine state- 

line at Bethel. 
                                  C1

Virus vs. protest
If protests triggered by the 

slaying of George Floyd 

had driven an explosion 

in coronavirus cases, ex-

perts say, the jumps would 

have started to become 

apparent by now.  
                                   C3
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Police patrol for holiday weekend

A parade of horribles

Remote vote 
debate rages

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

Law-enforcement offi-
cers in Rutland County 
are going to be out on the 
roads during the course of 
the weekend looking for 
drivers who are impaired, 
not wearing seat belts, 
driving aggressively or too 
fast or otherwise creating 

dangerous conditions for 
those trying to enjoy Inde-
pendence Day.

On Friday, Deputy Kevin 
Geno,  o f  the  Rut land 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment ,  sa id pol ice had 
already started conducting 
saturation patrols that 
morning.

“We’ve covering all the 

high crash areas. As you 
know, we’ve had two fatal 
crashes in Shrewsbury in 
the last four weeks,” said 
Geno, who is the highway 
safety coordinator for Rut-
land County.

On June 1, Ryan Ahonen, 
21, of Mount Holly, died 
in a crash on Route 103. 
Katrina Centariczki, 74, of 

Reading, died on June 24 
when the car in which she 
was a passenger was part of 
a two-vehicle crash.

Geno said deaths in car 
accidents are on the rise 
this year in Rutland County 
as compared to 2019.

“A lot of it is crossing the 
centerline and there’s a cer-
tain amount of distraction 

involved in each of these 
crashes,” Geno said.

Also, drivers in Rutland 
County  should expect 
checkpoints where police 
w i l l  be  s c reen ing  fo r 
impaired drivers.

On Friday afternoon, 
Geno said he had been out 

By PAUL HELLER

FOR THE TIMES ARGUS

M
ontpelier’s 1884 
Independence 
Day celebration 

began with a bang. 
Literally.

According to the Watch-
man, a 100-gun salute 
at sunrise announced 
the start of the July 4th 
observances.

Small boys were turned 
loose with tin horns, 
drums, firecrackers, 
torpedoes, etc., rendering 
sleep out of the question 
for nearly every person 
in town. Procession after 

procession of drum corps 
and horn blowers paraded 
the streets and the author-
ities with a justifiable spirit 
of forbearance left the 
revelers undisturbed.

Pandemonium reigned 
until 10 a.m. when 
the assembled throng, 
numbering in excess of 
12,000, lined the parade 
route along Main Street to 
witness the procession of 
the “Antiques and Horri-
bles,” an old New England 
tradition that had been a 
part of Vermont Indepen-
dence Day parades since 
the mid-19th century.

The prize-winning float 
that morning depicted 
recent “Wall-Street 
swindles.” The Watchman 
reported: “At one end of 
a cage was the man who 
stole $50,000 with his feet 
on a table, enjoying a cigar 
and reading a newspaper 
with all the nonchalance 
of a banker in his private 
office, while at the other 
end of the cage, without 
even a chair for furniture 
crouched the miserable 
wretch who stole a loaf of 
bread to keep his family 

By THOMAS BEAUMONT

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

DES MOINES, Iowa — 
President Donald Trump’s 
campaign and allies have 
blocked efforts to expand 
mail-in voting, forcing an 
awkward confrontation with 
top GOP election officials 
who are promoting the 
opposite in their states.

The rare dissonance 
between Trump and other 
Republican elected officials 
also reflects another reality 
the president will not con-
cede: Many in his party 
believe expanding mail-in 
voting could ultimately help 
him.

Trump’s campaign has 
inter vened direct ly  in 
Ohio, while allies have fired 
warning shots in Iowa and 
Georgia, aimed at blunting 
Republican secretaries of 
state in places that could be 
competitive in November.

“There is a dimension to 
legislatures underfunding 
or undercutting election 
officials that could iron-
ically backfire and hurt 
Republicans,” said Michael 
McDonald, a University 
of Florida professor and 
director of the nonparti-
san United States Election 
Project.

Action by these three sec-
retaries of state, who are the 
top election officials in their 
states, was designed to make 
ballot access easier during 
the coronavirus pandemic. 
Trump has repeatedly made 
the unfounded claim that 
voting by mail could lead to 
fraud so extensive it could 
undermine the integrity of 
the presidential election.

In Ohio last  month, 
senior Trump campaign 
adv i ser  Bob Paduchik 
weighed in on Secretary 
of State Frank LaRose’s 
proposal, insisting to GOP 
legislative leaders that they 
drop a provision to allow 
voters to file absentee ballot 
applications online, accord-
ing to Republican officials 
involved in the discussions. 
The GOP officials spoke on 
the condition of anonymity 
to discuss internal com-
munications regarding the 
legislation.

Ohio already allows the 
secretary of state to send 
absentee ballot requests 
to every registered voter. 
The provision was aimed 
at allowing a faster pro-
cessing option, while mak-
ing mail-in application 
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Gregory (center) and Jessie Witscher runs a cultivator through their rows of dahlia blossoms with their Belgian workhorse Lupine on Friday 
afternoon at Understory Farm in Sudbury on Route 30.

TRIED AND TRUE

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

CORNWALL — Ver-
mont’s mosquito control 
districts may be facing a 
cash-flow problem given 
what the COVID-19 pan-
demic has done to state 
finances.

In a normal year, the 
Agency of  Agriculture 
grants $140,000 between 
the Brandon-Leicester-Salis-

bury-Goshen Insect Control 
District and the Lemon 
Fair Insect Control District. 
Each gets $70,000 to spend 
on larvicide, a bacteria that 
attacks mosquito larvae.

Cary Giguere, director of 
the Public Health Agricul-
ture Resource Management 
Division of the Agency of 
Agriculture, said so far the 
districts can only access 
one-quarter, $17,500, of 

their usual funding.
“They’re operating the 

same way every state agency 
is,” he said. “Their money 
comes out of the general 
fund and every state agency 
has to build a budget for 
the next three months. 
They haven’t been cut, but 
they’re only getting a quar-
ter of the funding.”

With the COVID-19 pan-
demic leaving all levels of 

government strapped for 
cash, the Legislature has 
only budgeted for the first 
financial quarter, which 
runs from July 1 to Sept. 30.

“Basically they are get-
ting three months of their 
grant in the first quarter 
of the year,” said Giguere. 
“We don’t know yet what 
the Legislature will decide 
when it  comes back in 
August.”

This presents a potential 
cash-flow problem for the 
districts.

“The challenge for us is 
that most of our expenses 
are during the summer 
months, as you can imag-
ine you don’t have too 
many mosquitos during the 
winter,” said David Dodge, 
chairman of the Lemon 

Districts feel budget’s sting
MOSQUITO CONTROL
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The Horribles in a parade in Barre.
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