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“There’s a saying 

in the business 

world: ‘Pioneers get 

slaughtered, and 

settlers get fat.’”

Greg James, publisher of 
Seattle-area industry magazine 

Marijuana Venture, on the 
loosening of restrictions on 
marketing legalized recre-

ational pot. — A7

Back to the ’80s
Nick Grandchamp wants to 

share his collection of classic 

arcade games. He’s prepar-

ing a pop-up exhibition of 

games such as Asteroids, 

Pac Man, Ms. Pac Man and 

Mortal Kombat II, where the 

old StopLite Bar used to be 

on West Street, and gaming 

will be free.  A3

Friday
ACUPUNCTURE

Presented by Dr. Dalite Sancic. $5 

or Osher membership, 1:30-3 p.m. 

Godnick Center, 1 Deer St., Rutland, 

leerohe@vermontel.net, 492-2300.

Gun debate continues 

Coyote attacks couple in Salisbury

Pike, AOT get earful over paving

Suboxone bill 
splits opinions

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The gun 
debate raged on at the State House 
Tuesday.

One side said proposed legisla-
tion for a 24-hour waiting period 
for handgun sales would help 
reduce suicides in the state while 
the other said it won’t accomplish 
anything except for infringing on 

people’s rights.
The Vermont House Judiciary 

Committee held a public hearing 
at the State House on S.169, a 
bill that’s been passed out of the 
Senate that would impose the 
waiting period if passed into law. 
There were more opponents of 
the bill than supporters in atten-
dance judging by those who wore 
hunter orange shirts as a symbol 

of their support of the Second 
Amendment.

Many of those who supported 
the bill wanted the committee 
to extend the waiting period to 
72 hours. A House bill had been 
introduced to do just that and the 
Senate’s version originally called 
for a 48-hour waiting period. It 
also called for the waiting period 
to apply to all gun sales, but the 

Senate Judiciary  Committee 
decided to limit the waiting period 
to handguns only. Supporters said 
they wanted the waiting period to 
again cover all gun sales.

Rob Black is the father of Andrew 
Black, 23, of Essex, who shot and 
killed himself in December after 
buying a handgun from a licensed 

By DENNIS JENSEN

CORRESPONDENT

SALISBURY — An elderly couple 
in Salisbury was attacked and bitten 
by an Eastern coyote at their farm 
Monday morning.

Priscilla and George Gilman were 
treated at Porter Medical Center 
in Middlebury for bites from the 
coyote. Priscilla Gilman was bitten 
on the right forearm and left leg, 
and George Gilman was bitten on 
the right leg.

The couple was treated Monday, 

and later received the first of four 
rabies shots at the Middlebury 
hospital. Vermont Game Warden 
Dale Whitlock said it was very likely 
the coyote, estimated at about 40 
pounds, was rabid.

Vermont Fish & Wildlife Com-
missioner Louis Porter said Tues-
day the state Department of Health 
has not yet determined whether the 
attacking coyote was rabid.

Priscilla Gilman, 76, said in a 
phone interview the coyote “just 
came out of nowhere” as the couple 

left their barn and headed back to 
their house, which they have owned 
for 50 years.

“It attacked and kept going at 
both of us,” she said. “My husband 
kicked him in the head, and the 
coyote would back up and lunge at 
us again. He went for my husband’s 
throat and bit me in my arm and 
leg. I was just trying to get away 
and keep him from killing us. My 
husband kicked it and said, ‘Head 
for the house.’ We took off, and my 
husband was behind me.”

George Gilman, 79, grabbed his 
shotgun and headed back outside 
to deal with the coyote.

“We have a horse and a barn cat 
we take care of,” Priscilla Gilman 
said, “and my husband wanted to 
make sure that coyote was dead so 
he wouldn’t bite somebody else.”

George Gilman spotted the coy-
ote and yelled out to get its atten-
tion. The coyote charged again: 
“The coyote put his mouth right 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

LUDLOW — Pike Indus-
tries and the Vt. Agency of 
Transportation said Mon-
day, in front of a roomful of 
unhappy locals, that neither 
are happy with the Route 
103 paving job, and plan to 
have it fixed by early July.

Last year, Pike Indus-
tries began resurfacing a 
38-mile stretch of Route 
103 between Rocking-
ham and Clarendon. The 
project wasn’t completed 
before cold weather set in, 

and efforts to prepare the 
road for winter didn’t sat-
isfy locals, who’d been frus-
trated with other aspects of 
the project all summer.

On Monday at Ludlow 
Town Hall, about 50 people 
gathered to hear an expla-
nation from Pike Industries 
employees and leaders 
within the Agency of Trans-
portation. The meeting 
was organized by State Rep. 
Logan Nicoll, D-Ludlow, 
and moderated by resident 
Martin Nitka.

From Pike were Tyson 

Chouinard, contract admin-
istrator, and Marketing Vice 
President Jay Perkins.

From AOT were Chief 
Engineer Wayne Symonds 
and Construction Engineer 
Jeremy Reed.

Chouinard said starting 
April 15, surface prepa-
ration will begin and last 
about a month. It should all 
be wrapped up by approxi-
mately July 1.

Perkins reiterated some 
past explanations for the 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

While some think it’s 
a  bad  idea ,  o ther s  in 
the addiction recovery 
communi t y  suppor t  a 
proposal to decriminalize 
buprenorphine.

Buprenorphine — also 
known by the brand-name 
Suboxone — is an opioid 
used in treating opioid 
addiction. A bill before the 
Legislature would decrim-
inalize its possession, cur-
rently a misdemeanor.

The Rutland City Board 
of Aldermen thinks it’s an 
obviously bad idea and has 
unanimously endorsed a let-
ter, written by Rep. William 
Notte, D-Rutland, opposing 
the bill. Notte said he took 
his cue from the Rutland 
City Police Department, 
which told him the drug 
can be abused, and decrim-
inalizing it would increase 
the addiction problem in 
Rutland.

Notte said he felt com-
fortable relying on the 
police department’s per-
spective because Rutland’s 
police have been won over 
to stressing the importance 
of drug treatment. Chief 
Brian Kilcullen reiterated 
that stance Tuesday.

“We’re not looking to 

incarcerate more people,” 
he said. “It’s anecdotal, 
but we’re told there are 
individuals who have never 
used any opioid other than 
buprenorphine recreation-
ally. ... (Decriminalization) 
just seems contrary to the 
type of program we’re a big 
part of and the communi-
ty’s a big part of.”

The bill’s lead sponsor, 
Rep.  Se lene  Colburn, 
P-Burlington, did not reply 
to media inquiries Tuesday, 
but members of the addic-
tion medicine community 
contacted Tuesday offered 
a  d i f ferent  take  f rom 
the one espoused by city 
government.

In a written statement 
provided by email through 
the hospital communi-
cations office, Rutland 
Regional Medical Center 
psychiatric services medical 
director Julie Poulin said 
there was little evidence on 
what effect decriminalizing 
buprenorphine would have.

“But what we do know is 
that we have far too many 
people dying of opioid over-
dose in our community,” 
she wrote. “In practical 
application of current pol-
icy, taking away someone’s 
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Students from Beth Greeno’s first-grade class prepare to install pinwheels in the garden at Neshobe School in Brandon on Tuesday morning. The 
installment was part of “Pinwheels for Prevention,” a nationwide campaign that aims to raise awareness of child abuse.
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Cars drive along Route 103 in Ludlow recently.
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