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Wider tests begin
Health officials seek to 
assure a skeptical Congress 
that an approved one-shot 
COVID-19 vaccine could be 
trusted.  A6

River runs through
Vermont’s season of touch 
football, result of coronavirus, 
gets underway with 7-on-7 
action Saturday while 11-
man tackle football can be 
seen across the Connecticut 
River in New Hampshire. 
Tom Haley has the preview.   
                                   B1

City outlines voting options

Solar woes concerning for industry

Burgess is lister of the year

COVID-19 
affects mentor 
programs in Vt.

By GORDON DRITSCHILO
STAFF WRITER

City Clerk Henry Heck said he’ll 
be ready to take your ballots when 
City Hall reopens Oct. 1, but he’d 
much prefer you put them in one 
of the drop boxes outside.

“There’s a lot of media-driven 
fear out there regarding the postal 
service, what they’re capable of, 
what they might not be able to do,” 
Heck said.

The Vermont Secretary of State’s 
office is distributing ballots for the 
November election to every active 
voter. Heck said the first batch has 
gone out and that while he does 
not know when Rutland voters will 
get theirs, all ballots are supposed 
to be delivered by Oct. 7.

Voters who don’t get a ballot by 
then — or get one and lose it — 
can still go their local clerk’s office 
and request one. Heck said they 

will have to fill out a form certifying 
that they have not voted anywhere 
else, and a state database will tell 
the clerk’s office whether a ballot 
had already been received by that 
voter. Heck said anyone in the city 
who has not received a ballot by 
the second week of October should 
contact his office.

Heck also stressed the need to 
correctly package ballots. Each one, 
he said, will come with an inner 

envelope and an outer envelope. 
Voters are to place completed bal-
lots in the inner envelope, sign the 
inner envelope and then place the 
inner envelope in the outer enve-
lope. Turning in a ballot without 
using and signing the correct enve-
lopes will result in the ballot being 
declared “defective.”

According to the Assistant City 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 
STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — State 
regulators are expected to 
make a decision soon about 
a solar power tariff that peo-
ple in the industry are wor-
ried will either be lowered 
even further or done away 
with completely.

“Every two years  the 

Public Utility Commis-
sion assesses the rates and 
compensation structure of 
net metering,” said Olivia 
Campbell Andersen, exec-
utive director of Renewable 
Energy Vermont, a trade 
organization for renewable 
energy businesses. “We are 
expecting the Public Util-
ity Commission to issue a 

decision by mid-October.”
The Public Utility Com-

mission (PUC), among 
other  th ings ,  se t s  the 
amount of cents per kilo-
watt hour utilities have to 
credit certain renewable 
energy projects. It cur-
rently stands at 2 cents per 
kilowatt hour, down from a 
high of 6 cents in 2011. The 

net metering program is for 
smaller solar projects.

Andersen said the rate 
review process is subject to 
public oversight. The pub-
lic comment period for this 
matter ended Aug. 31.

She said the federal 
incentive tax credit (ITC) 
for solar has also been drop-
ping. It’s at 26% now and is 

slated to drop to 22% next 
year, then 10% the year 
after that. Andersen said 
Vermont should at least 
keep the net metering rates 
up so people can pair them 
with the federal ITC.

Andersen said the net 
metering program is what 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 
STAFF WRITER

Howard Burgess didn’t 
know what a lister was when 
he was talked into running 
for the job 26 years ago.

Burgess had been about 
to take an early retirement 
from Central  Vermont 
Public Service when for-
mer Town Clerk Dick Del 
Bianco said there was an 
open seat on the board.

“I didn’t even know what 
he was talking about. I had 

t o  g e t 
m a y b e 
3 0  s i g -
na ture s 
over the 
weekend. 
He said, 
‘ i f  y o u 
c h a n g e 
y o u r 
m i n d , 

y o u 
can always quit,’ so that’s 
how it happened. Next 
thing I knew, I was a lister, 

taking the job in a town that 
needed a lot of work done. 
And I’ve been there ever 
since,” said Burgess.

O n  F r i d a y,  h e  w a s 
informed that  he had 
received the Michael P. 
Cyprian Lister of the Year 
Award from the Vermont 
As se s sor s  and  L i s t e r s 
Association.

Town listers are respon-
sible for updating and 

By JIM SABATASO
STAFF WRITER

As the coronavirus pan-
demic continues to make it 
difficult for people to phys-
ically gather, mentoring 
organizations around the 
state are figuring out how to 
stay relevant and connected 
with Vermont youth.

Pam Quinn is program 
manager for Twinfield 
Together Mentoring Pro-
gram in Plainfield. TTMP 
oversees community-based 
a n d  p e e r  m e n t o r i n g 
programs, as well as the 
Everybody Wins! reading 
program at Twinfield Union 
School.

She said the pandemic 
has made it difficult for 
mentors and mentees to 
meet.

“A lot of them stopped 
being able to see each 
other in March, just like 
everyone else,” she said on 
Wednesday.

TTMP’s programs serve 
about 100 chi ldren in 
grades K-12 served.

Quinn said programs 
like Everybody Wins! have 

turned to videoconfer-
encing platforms to bring 
everyone together.

Under normal condi-
tions, mentors could to 
come to school to read 
with their mentees. Now 
that school visitors are 
restricted, mentors have 
turned to Zoom where they 
can read and play games 
with mentees in a virtual 
space.

Quinn said kids look for-
ward to their weekly visits 
with their mentors. And 
while a Zoom call may not 
be the same, it gives them 
something to look forward 
to.

“They know that their 
mentor is still there,” she 
said.

Quinn said mentors who 
are feeling Zoom fatigue 
have opted to start pen-pal 
notebooks or sending video 
messages to mentees.

“Our goal usually is to 
have that personal one-on-
one connection,” she said. 
“Now, we’re just trying to 
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Jonathan Charles picking apples at his families orchard, Mendon Mountain Orchard, on Wednesday. The farm has been in the family for almost 
30 years.
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Brittany Caine and Steve Fontaine view the falls Wednesday at Thundering Brook 
in Killington.

APPLE PICKING IN MENDON

THUNDERING BROOK
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