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Aretha honored
The Pulitzer Board, best 
known for awarding prizes for 
achievements in journalism, 
literature and photography, 
awards a special citation 
to Aretha Franklin, known 
as the Queen of Soul, who 
passed last year.   A8

Friday
BIRD BATH
Get ready for spring by making a 
place for birds to hang out. Ages 
12+. $10, 4-5:30 p.m. Courcelle 
Building, 16 N. St. Ext., Rutland, 
info@rutlandrec.com, 773-1822.

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 
STAFF WRITER

PITTSFIELD — Gov. 
Phil Scott, while touring 
storm-damaged back roads 
in Pittsfield and Bethel on 
Wednesday, said it’s likely 
the state has met the dam-
age threshold for federal 
assistance.

“We’re still trying to do 
the assessment at this point, 
but it appears to me, and it 
appears to our officials that 
we’ll exceed the declaration 
amount, so we’ll be apply-
ing for that declaration,” 
he said.

Scott toured Pittsfield in 
the area of Upper Michigan 
Road and Hawk Mountain 
Road, alongside Pittsfield 
town officials, and Erica 
B o r n e m a n n ,  d i r e c t o r 
of Vermont Emergency 

M a na gement .  He  w a s 
shown washed-out roads, 
blown culverts and silt-cov-
ered driveways.

Second Constable Doug 
Mianulli said there was one 

spot with a 16-foot deep rut 
cut into it by water.

Much of Vermont expe-
rienced flooding Sunday 
night and into Monday. 
Rain mixed with snowmelt, 

leading to the closures of 
scores of roadways.

W i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Weather Service forecasting 
more rain this weekend, 
starting Friday, many are 
worried there’s more dam-
age to come.

“My concern is as much 
about what’s happened thus 
far, and what may happen 
this weekend with another 
storm coming,” Scott said.

Pittsfield Road Com-
missioner George Deblon 
said every town road was 
affected in some way, but 
the worst hit were Guern-
sey Hollow Road, Liberty 
Hill Road, Hawk Mountain 
Road and Upper Michigan 
Road.

“All we’re doing now is 
just opening up the roads 
so people can get in and 

out, there’s still a lot of 
work to be done,” he said. 
“By tomorrow everybody 
will be able to get in and 
out.”

Deblon spoke next to a 
large hole in the ground 
that he was busy filling in 
so a resident could leave 
their driveway. He said it’s 
a wild guess, but damage 
to town roads is at least in 
the $600,000 to $750,000 
range, and said he wouldn’t 
be shocked if it turns out to 
be higher.

“I would say it’s second to 
Irene for sure, absolutely,” 
said Deblon, speaking of 
Tropical Storm Irene, which 
devastated Vermont in 2011 
with floods.

Scott said that from what 

Vt. likely meets threshold

DPS seeks Otter Creek Solar probe
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER
The state is formally asking 

the Public Utility Commission to 
open an investigation into Otter 
Creek Solar over allegations that 
site-clearing work for a solar proj-
ect is in violation of the company’s 
permit.

Otter Creek Solar 1 and Otter 

Creek Solar 2 are two solar arrays 
being built by Otter Creek Solar 
LLC off Cold River Road. The proj-
ects were awarded a “certificate of 
public good” by the Public Utility 
Commission in February 2018. In 
January, Vermonters for a Clean 
Environment, an environmental 
watchdog group, filed a complaint 
with the Public Utility Commission 

accusing Otter Creek Solar of vio-
lating the certificate by selling 
wood from the site as firewood, 
burning wood on site and using 
Cold River Road to access the 
site instead of Windcrest Road, 
as it said it would do.

The Public Utility Commission 
ordered the Department of Pub-
lic Service to investigate and file 

the results.
Daniel C. Burke, special counsel 

for the Department of Public Ser-
vice, said in an interview Wednes-
day that the department conducted 
said investigation over the past few 
months and determined that the 
issues around wood should be 

Public offers 
Proposition 5 
testimony

By KATE BARCELLOS
STAFF WRITER

M O N T P E L I E R  — 
Though many in the House 
chamber Wednesday donned 
pink shirts printed with “I 
stand with Planned Parent-
hood,” or stickers that said 
“Support Prop 5,” they were 
outnumbered by the buttons 
that shone out from lapels 
and pockets that read “Life is 
precious,” above an image of 
a red rose.

Proposition 5 would add 
Article 22: Personal Reproduc-
tive Liberty, to the Vermont 
Constitution, securing “an 
individual’s right to personal, 
reproductive autonomy.” 
The proposed constitutional 
amendment passed in the 
Senate earlier this month.

To continue the process of 
amending the Constitution, 

it must now be approved by a 
majority in the House.

The proposal would then 
have to be approved by the 
Legislature elected in 2020 
and, if approved a second 
time, go before voters in a 
statewide referendum.

The first to speak at 
Wednesday’s public hear-
ing was 11-year-old Roland 
Laverty.

“I think no one should be 
aborted,” Laverty said. “My 
teachers tell me to stand up 
for what I believe in. They tell 
me the words that I use matter. 
Sometimes people call babies 
fetuses. They’re still babies.”

Lisa Laverty said it was 
the mother’s rights that 
were actually being taken 
away. She recounted when 

Panel hears H.57 debate
By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER
MONTPELIER — Doc-

tors, advocates and oppo-
nents testified Wednesday 
before the Senate Health 
and Welfare Committee on 
H.57, a bill that codifies a 
woman’s right to an abor-
tion in Vermont.

“The incendiary language 
used by our opposition 
is newsworthy in a head-
line-driven environment,” 
said Meagan Gallagher, 

CEO and president of 
Planned Parenthood of 
Northern New England. 
“It catches attention and 
builds a rhetoric that is not 
grounded in the reality of 
peoples’ lives.”

Sharon Toborg, of Ver-
mont Right to Life, said 
the bill allows for what she 
called “unlimited, unreg-
ulated” abortion through-
out a woman’s pregnancy, 
including partial-birth abor-
tion, and prevents public 

entities from weighing in.
“Abort ion advocates 

have stated repeatedly that 
abortions done later in 
pregnancy are only done 
for reasons of fetal abnor-
mality or maternal health,” 
Toborg said. “This is simply 
not true.”

Toborg cited the Par-
tial-birth Abortion Ban Act 
as evidence that late-term 
abortions occurred, and 

Weather A2

Editorial A4

Obituaries A6

The Scene  A7-9

Sports B1

Advice  B4

Comics B4

Crossword B4

Horoscope  B4

Marketplace B5

Television B6

Business B8

GOV. PHIL SCOTT SAYS:

Federal assistance requires $1M in damage

ROBERT LAYMAN / STAFF PHOTO

Gov. Phil Scott looks at a washed-out section of Hawk Mountain Road in Pittsfield on Wednesday during a tour of damage with town officials and media.
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Seen here is a damaged bridge that’s part of the VAST trail 
in Pittsfield.

Garin Marschall, of Brook-
lyn, testifies on H.57 before 
the Senate Committee on 
Health and Welfare at the 
State House on Wednesday. 
Marschall and his wife expe-
rienced a late-term abortion 
because of medical issues, 
and he wanted to give a pa-
tient’s perspective and show 
support for the bill, which 
would preserve the right to an 
abortion in Vermont.
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