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A woman with a history of 
public service in New York 
City has been appointed 
Vermont’s first executive 
director of racial 
equity, where she 
will “identify and 
address systemic 
racial disparities 
and support the 
s t a t e ’ s  e f f o r t s 
to  expand and 
bring diversity to 
Vermont’s over-
all population,” 
according to a press release 
from Gov. Phil Scott.

Xusana Davis’ previous 
positions include director 
of health and housing stra-
tegic initiatives for the New 
York City Department of 
Health and Mental Hygiene 
and director of the New 
York City Council’s Black, 
Latino and Asian Caucus.

In a statement, Scott said 

Davis’ leadership and expe-
rience are a “perfect fit” for 
the position.

“In this role, she will 
be critical to our work to 
ensure state government 

is demonstrating a 
full commitment to 
equal opportunity 
and treatment for 
a l l  Vermonters , 
our visitors and our 
employees. This is 
an important step 
f o r w a r d  i n  o u r 
efforts to improve 
state government 

and strengthen our com-
munities, both socially and 
economically, through real 
equality that values diver-
sity,” Scott said.

In a statement released 
f rom the  s t a te ,  Dav i s 
described herself as “hon-
ored” to have the position.

“I look forward to the 
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Title chase
Top 2019 IndyCar points-

man Josef Newgarden, who 

won the 2017 champion-

ship in his debut season 

for Team Penske, follows a 

different path in trying to win 

this year’s series title.  
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Explosions in Pa.
A fire and explosions at 

the largest oil refinery 

on the East Coast sent a 

massive fireball into the 

sky and shook nearby 

homes on Friday.  
                                  B4

Cruel solution
The Trump administra-

tion has a uniquely cruel 

solution for our many 

neighbors who struggle 

with poverty: Just declare 

that they are not poor and 

strip them of essential 

services.  
                                   C7

‘Pirates’
On Thursday, Unadilla 

Theatre opens its summer 

season with the Gilbert 

& Sullivan classic, “The 

Pirates of Penzance.”   D1
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Vermont will pay a black 
man, who was the victim of 
an “unreasonable stop and 
seizure” in Wallingford in 
2014, at least $50,000 after 
reaching a settlement in 
what the the ACLU of Ver-
mont described as a “racial 
profiling” lawsuit.

Gregory Zullo, 27, of 
Rutland, was stopped by 
Trooper Lewis Hatch of 
the Vermont State Police in 
Wallingford in March 2014. 
At the time of the stop, 
Zullo was 21.

Hatch was fired in Janu-
ary 2016.

Zullo filed a civil lawsuit, 
arguing his rights had been 
violated, against the state in 

September 2014. The civil 
court ruled in favor of the 
state, but in January 2019, 
the Vermont Supreme 
Court ruled in favor of 

Zullo and sent the case 
back to the civil court to be 
heard again.

T h e  s e t t l e m e n t 
a n n o u n c e d  T h u r s d a y 

evening resolves the case.
On Friday, Zullo said he 

couldn’t discuss the settle-
ment in depth.

“I have to say I’m actu-
ally pretty surprised and 
pretty happy with the way 
it turned out. I think the 
Vermont State Police, they 
got what they wanted. I’m 

happy with how everything 
turned out on my end. The 
figure (amount of the set-
tlement) it feels like a really 
good apology,” he said.

Lia Ernst,  the ACLU 
of Vermont staff attorney 
who argued the case at the 

Settlement in racial bias case
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Friday was the first day of summer and the Rutland Rec’s Maple Leaf camp spent the solstice at White’s Pool in Rutland. Seen here is Eli Massey, 
5, who operates the water cannon while battling it out with friends.

Listers resign, slam board
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

PITTSFORD — Disagreements 
with the Select Board have left 
the Board of Listers in need of 
new members after several recent 
resignations.

Former Lister John Eugair sent 
his resignation by email to Town 

Manager John Haverstock on June 
6. It took effect immediately. The 
other lister, Donna Wilson, sup-
plied Haverstock with a handwrit-
ten notice June 21 of her intent to 
resign.

“The two listers who resigned 
expressed disappointment at what 
they perceived to be a lack of 

support from the Select Board,” 
said Haverstock in a Thursday 
interview. “It had to do, I think 
most immediately, with the decision 
of the Select Board as to who to 
appoint to this vacancy that was left 
when lister Dan Adams resigned.”

A d a m s ’  r e s i g n a t i o n  w a s 
announced at the May 15 Select 

Board meeting. Haverstock said 
Adams resigned because outside 
commitments weren’t leaving him 
with enough time to serve as a 
lister. This prompted the board to 
advertise for his open seat.

T h e  b o a r d  r e c e i v e d  t w o 
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Mayor David Allaire, second from left, reacts as the ribbon is cut during the opening of the 
Creek Path at Meadow Street Park in Rutland on Friday.

SOLSTICE SPLASH

Racial equity 
director found 
for Vermont

Officials mark completion of 
Creek Path segment four

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

The Creek Path is up to three segments.
Organizers and local officials gathered 

at Meadow Street Playground on Friday for 
the ribbon-cutting of segment four, which 
runs for 1,200 feet between the playground 
and River Street. Segment three was tem-
porarily skipped over but is up next.

“We have to celebrate our successes and 
this is a great success to see another seg-
ment of Rutland Creek Path happening,” 
said organizer Susan Schreibman, who 
bicycled the length of the path from Gior-
getti Park with a handful of other backers 
just before the ceremony. “What a great 
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Gregory Zullo poses for a photograph outside his home in 
Rutland on Friday afternoon.

“Hopefully, this will make certain officers a 

little more careful when they are doing their 

duties as a police officer throughout Vermont. 

That was one of the biggest things for me 

was making sure that other people wouldn’t 

have to go through the same thing.”

Gregory Zullo

Davis
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