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“The thing about 

Theresa May is that 

nothing seems to 

faze her. She just 

keeps on going.”

Political analyst Anand Menon, 
from the research group U.K. 
in a Changing Europe, after 

British Prime Minister Theresa 
May emerged victorious from a 
no-confidence vote in Parlia-
ment on Wednesday. — B8

Family Room
The Rutland Recreation 

Department has a number 

of drop-in pottery classes 

throughout the winter where 

you can keep the kids in-

doors while they learn the joy 

of building with clay.  A7

Fire risk
Kia and Hyundai move 

ahead to recall 168,000 

vehicles to fix a problem that 

can cause engine fires.  A10

Today
FOLK DANCING

Simple Israeli & European dances 

taught. Partners & experience not 

necessary. Wear comfortable clothes 

and bring dry, non-slip shoes for 

dancing. After 6:45 p.m. ring the bell. 

6:30-8 p.m. Rutland Jewish Center, 

96 Grove Street, Rutland, office@

rutlandjewishcenter.org.

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

Following the appoint-
ments of two conservative 
justices to the U.S. Supreme 
Court, Vermont legislators 
have proposed a bill to pro-
tect women’s rights should 
Roe v. Wade be overturned.

Sen .  Ph i l ip  Baru th , 
D-Chittenden, brought 
draft bill S.25 to the table 
Wednesday,  proposing 
the right for Vermont’s 

r e s i d e n t s  t o  h a v e  a n 
abortion.

“We have nothing pro-
hibiting abortion in Ver-
mont,” said Lucy Leriche, 
vice president for Vermont 
Public Policy for Planned 
Parenthood in Northern 
New England. “All of our 
rights come down to the 
constitutional right to abor-
tion in the 1973 decision in 
Roe v. Wade.”

The bill says that the 

decision, which recognizes 
the right to have an abor-
tion under the 14th Amend-
ment to the constitution, 
“will likely be invalidated” 
according to “some consti-
tutional scholars.”

“ I  t h i n k  m o s t  l e g a l 
exper t s ,  mos t  peop le 
believe that there is a very 
high probability that Roe 
will be challenged and 

Choice rights bill in wings
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Hank Cramer, of Plymouth, waves as he rides by on the VAST trail in Mendon on Wednesday afternoon.

HELLO ON THE SNOW

Pittsford 
eyes tweaks 
to zoning 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

PITTSFORD — Some 
tweaks to the town’s zoning 
maps might help spur busi-
ness and solar development 
along the town’s main travel 
corridors, planners say.

At 7 p.m. Jan. 24 at the 
Town Office, the Planning 
Commission will hold a 
follow-up meeting to one it 
held Dec. 13 during which 
residents talked about the 
proposed changes, said the 
commission’s chairman, 
David Mills.

Mills  said Friday the 
Planning Commission has 
proposed eliminating the 
residential commercial dis-
trict on Route 3, reverting it 
to commercial zoning. It’s 
also proposed expanding the 
industrial district on Route 7 
a bit to the north and to the 
south to encompass small, 
unused slate quarries.

Mills said the Planning 
Commission believes this will 
give business owners more 
flexibility to expand along 
Route 3, and will give poten-
tial solar developers some 
room in the industrial district.

These are the two major 
changes being considered, 
he said. Any changes to the 
zoning maps or bylaws has 
to be approved by the Select 
Board after it holds two hear-
ings. The Planning Commis-
sion only has to hold one, 
but opted to hold another to 
give more people a chance to 
weigh in.

Mills said residents and 

business owners have been 
talking with the Planning 
Commission for some time 
about potential changes to 
the zoning districts. He said 
there was confusion about 
the residential commercial 
district; many didn’t know 
what it allowed and what 
it didn’t, and a few people 
weren’t aware their business 
was even in that zone.

He said there’s potential 
within the industrial zone 
for solar development. 
The Energy Committee, a 
sub-committee of the Plan-
ning Commission, is working 
on a town Energy Plan and 
wants to identify good spots 
for solar arrays.

Zoning Administrator Jeff 
Biasuzzi said Friday another 
significant change being con-
templated is allowing some 
manufacturing to occur in 
commercial zones.

With regard to solar in 
the industrial zone, he said 
the expanded area should 
allow solar arrays to be built 
out of view. Biasuzzi said the 
main complaint people seem 
to have with solar projects is 
their impact on viewsheds 
and aesthetics.

Biasuzzi serves as zoning 
administrator in a number of 
other towns.

He said the current zoning 
maps and bylaws, along with 
the proposed changes, can 
be viewed on the town of 
Pittsford’s website, pittsford-
vermont.com.

keith.whitcomb

@rutlandherald.com

House bill would ban 
e-cigarette sales online

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

A bill has been intro-
duced in the House to ban 
internet sales of e-cigarettes 
or the nicotine-containing 
liquid associated with what 
are commonly called Juuls.

The bill was introduced 
Tuesday and referred to 
the House Committee on 
Human Services.

The introduction of the 
bill explains its purpose is 
to prevent “anyone from 
selling electronic cigarettes, 
liquids containing nicotine 
or otherwise intended for 
use with an electronic ciga-
rette or tobacco parapher-
nalia in Vermont unless that 
person is a licensed whole-
sale dealer or purchased 
the items from a licensed 
wholesale dealer. It would 
also prohibit shipping these 
items to anyone in Vermont 
other than a licensed whole-
sale dealer or retailer.”

Rep. George Till, D-Jeri-
cho, said the bill was one of 
several he was introducing 
to keep e-cigarettes away 
from Vermonters younger 
than 21.

Another bill that Till 
introduced during the cur-
rent session would increase 
the age for purchasing and 
possessing tobacco, tobacco 
substitutes and tobacco par-
aphernalia from 18 to 21.

Prohibiting the sale of 
e-cigarettes over the inter-
net is one way to help keep 
them out of the hands of 
those who would be too 
young to buy them at a 
brick-and-mortar store, Till 
said.

“We’ve  had such an 
explosion of the utilization 
of these e-cigarettes that it 
has completely endangered 
50 years of progress on 
reducing tobacco utilization 
because your brain does not 
care whether you became 

addicted to nicotine from 
electronic cigarettes or tra-
ditional tobacco, you need 
that nicotine,” Till said.

According to Till, there 
are 10,000 kids in Vermont 
using tobacco who could 
die prematurely because of 
their nicotine use.

Sarah Cosgrove, respi-
ratory therapist for the 
C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h 
Improvement department 
at Rutland Regional Medi-
cal Center, said she was very 
concerned that young peo-
ple were lured into using 
e-cigarettes because they 
are flavored to taste like 
candy or other appealing 
flavors.

While Cosgrove said she 
hadn’t read the proposed 
legislation, she praised the 
Vermont Legislature for 
trying to take action.

“I love the great state 

By DAVID CRARY

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — On each 
side of the abortion debate, 
legislators and activists 
emboldened by recent 
political developments 
plan to push aggressively 
in many states this year for 
bills high on their wish lists: 
either seeking to impose 

near-total bans on abortion 
or guaranteeing women’s 
access to the procedure.

For abortion opponents, 
many of whom will rally 
Friday at the annual March 
for Life in Washington, 
there’s a surge of optimism 
that sweeping abortion 

Battle lines are drawn

LOOKING TO BOOST BUSINESS
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A man displays his Juul electronic cigarette while shopping at a convenience store in 
Hoboken, N.J.
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