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MSJ wins
Mount St. Joseph boys 

outpace Otter Valley to 

win a pivotal Division II 

boys basketball game.  
                                   B1

Rule’s impact
A look at the impact of the 

state’s recently enacted 

emissions rule for vehicle 

inspections.  B3

Going up?
“Skinning” — in which 

skiers head up a mountain 

before skiing down — is a 

growing trend in Vermont. 

 C1

Vt. pot debate
Whether regular cannabis 

use even qualifies as ad-

diction has been debated 

for decades.  C5
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By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Hobby Lobby is closing 
its Rutland store, though 
the company would not 
immediately admit to it this 
week.

When contacted Thurs-
day, store staff referred 
media inquiries to a corpo-
rate communications office 
in Oklahoma City, where 
a representative said that 
records did not show any 
plans to close the store.

However, Mayor David 
Allaire posted to his Face-
book page Friday morning 
that he and Rutland Rede-
velopment Authority Execu-
tive Director Brennan Duffy 
had spoken with the store 
manager and confirmed 
that it would close. A fol-
low-up call to the corporate 
headquarters was eventually 
responded to with a brief 
email saying the Rutland 
store “will be exiting the 
market in March.”

A follow-up email, asking 
if this was part of a larger 
wave of closings, what pro-
visions were being made 
for the staff and what plans 
the company had for the 
property, had not received 
a reply by the close of busi-
ness Friday.

Duffy said Friday after-
noon that City Hall was 
trying unsuccessfully to get 
more information from the 

Hobby Lobby set for closure
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Nevaeh Walker, right, first-grader at Northwest Elementary School, feels various animal pelts from Vermont mammals with the rest of her Tapestry 
group at the school Friday afternoon. The pelts were brought by Ethan Ready, not pictured, public affairs officer from the U.S. Forest Service, who 
lectured students about the types of animals found in Vermont.

Bill would raise fines, penalties
By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

A bill introduced Tuesday in the 
Vermont House of Representatives 
would increase the penalties for 
texting while driving and other 
forms of distracted driving, and 
leave violators on the hook for $500 
for a first offense.

After the bill was introduced, it 
was referred to the House Commit-
tee on Transportation.

Rep. Butch Shaw, R-Pittsford, 
co-sponsored the bill.

“I continue to see people in the 
street driving while using their cell-
phones, or actually texting, so my 
purpose is to keep the conversation 

open on this problem, which 
doesn’t appear to be going away by 
legislation. We need to figure this 
out, because we continue to hear 
from the folks at the Department 
of Public Safety about car crashes 
being caused by inattentive driv-
ing,” he said.

If the bill becomes law as written, 

the civil penalty for using a porta-
ble electronic device while driving 
would increase to $500 and five 
points on the offender’s driving 
record.

Currently, the penalty for a first 
violation is a minimum of $100 

HANDS-ON LEARNING

Raw Honey joins Fruition
By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Raw Honey will close its 
doors next month, though 
the owner says it’s not 
because the downtown 
clothing shop is doing 
badly.

“I opened a third busi-
ness 8 months ago, which 
is a Pilates studio above 
H o p ’ N  M o o s e , ”  s a i d 
Rebecca Buonadonna, who 
also owns Fruition, Raw 
Honey’s sister store, which 
will absorb any stock that 

doesn’t get sold. “I teach 
one or two, if not more, 
classes a day, so it takes up a 
lot of my time.”

So, Buonadonna said, 
she decided to merge the 
stores. She said it was hard 
to decide which of the two 
locations to maintain — 
Raw Honey is on Center 
Street, near the plaza, while 
Fruition is on the corner of 
Merchants Row and West 
Street.

“Raw Honey is physically 
bigger, but the windows and 

street location of Fruition is 
ideal,” she said. “I’ll never 
give it up. I think it’s the 
best location in Rutland.”

Buonadonna’s opera-
tion of multiple businesses 
was repeatedly pointed to 
as a sign of the health of 
downtown. With ground 
floor occupancy rates fall-
ing during the past couple 
years, Buonadonna insisted 
that shuttering one of 
her locations was about 
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Rutland’s Hobby Lobby building has reportedly been sold, and 
the city and company have confirmed that the store will close.

DISTRACTED DRIVING
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A pedestrian treads cautiously over an icy sidewalk Friday morning on Strongs 
Avenue in Rutland.

ICY WALK

See Closure, page  A6
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By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

FA I R  H AV E N  —  I n 
addition to biology and 
language arts, students are 
still learning how to handle 
their cash — 12 schools in 
Vermont received praise for 
requiring their students to 
take a semester of financial 
planning courses to bet-
ter prepare them for the 
future.

And Fair Haven Union 
High School was one of 
them — Christian Sher-
rill, director of business 
development and teacher 
advocacy for the Califor-
nia-based Next Gen Per-
sonal Finance group, said 
they awarded FHUHS as 
one of the 887 Gold Stan-
dard Schools for 2019.

“Financial Literacy was 
introduced as a graduation 
requirement at Fair Haven 
Union High school 10 years 
ago,” said Kim Ransom, 
personal finance and con-
sumer education instructor 
at FHUHS. “We currently 
have 60 students enrolled 
... juniors and seniors.”

R a n s o m  s a i d ,  “ O u r 

students are required a half 
of credit towards their grad-
uation requirement.”

Ransom said her students 
learn how to create their 
own digital portfolio for 
their professional careers, 
learn interview skills and 
networking, saving and 
checking accounts, online 
banking, budgeting, pur-
chasing cars and homes and 
the subsequent mortgages, 
how to take out student 
loans, investing and how to 
manage their credit.

“Our students love it, 
too,” Ransom said. “They 
always say, “This is some-
thing I will use right out 
of high school, no matter 
what I choose. ... NGPF is 
one of the best curriculums 
we have found because we 
allow the students to experi-
ence real-life situations and 
interactive online learning 
as well as direct classroom 
instruction.”

Superintendent Brook 
Olsen-Farrell said, “Per-
sonal finance can be diffi-
cult for adults to navigate 

FAIR HAVEN

High school 
honored for 
finance course

See School, page  A6


